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1. Introduction
Concord, or agreement, is defined as the correspondence between the

morphosyntactic categories of two or more grammatical units. The most
common type of concord across languages is subject-verb agreement in terms
of number [SG/PL]. Following Adger (2003), subject-verb concord operates
through a checking relationship called Agree. In this relationship, a plural
subject bears an interpretable feature [num: Pl], which checks and values an
uninterpretable feature [unum:] on T. However, certain structures cannot be
formed using this mechanism. In fact, it refers to the condition in which the
verb cannot agree with the plural subject. This phenomenon, known as singular
concord, primarily concerns [NUM] agreement. In other words, despite the
plural nature of the subject, the verb carries a singular agreement morpheme,
as illustrated in (1):
1. Mehman -ayl -ian hat / hat  -en.

Guest -PL -Their come. 3SG / come -3PL.

‘Their guest come.’

While some plural subjects can co-occur with a verb carrying a singular

agreement morpheme, others cannot, as shown in (2):
2. Aw moalem-ayla hat -en /*hat

Those teacher-PL  come -3PL/ come(3SG)

How to Cite:
Hosseini, H; Tafakkori Rezayi, SH; Gheitury, A (2025), Singular concord in Kalhori Kurdish: A
distributed morphology approach, Journal of Language Research, 17 (54), 213-237.
https://doi.org/10.22051/j1r.2024.45561.2377 homepage: https://zabanpazhuhi.alzahra.ac.ir
1. Ph.D. Candidate of Linguistics, Department of English Language and Linguistics, Razi University,
Kermanshah, Iran; hannah hosseini razi96@yahoo.com
2. Associate Professor of Linguistics, Department of English Language and Linguistics, Razi
University, Kermanshah, Iran (corresponding author); sh.tafakkori@razi.ac.ir
3. Associate Professor of Linguistics, Department of English Language and Linguistics, Razi
University, Kermanshah, Iran; amer@razi.ac.ir

TS Copyright © 2025 The Authors. Published by Alzahra University. This work is
HEER AL S Jicensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0
Be=mommomm=® International (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
Non-commercial uses of the work are permitted, provided the original work is properly cited; and
does not alter or modify the article.




Singular concord in Kalhori Kurdish: ... / Hosseini & ... / 214

'"Those teachers come.'

This study aims to find out whether a non-lexicalist approach is needed
to describe the process of singular concord in Kalhori Kurdish. The ability to
describe the subject-verb agreement in this language can be used as a criterion
for evaluating the explanatory adequacy of different theoretical approaches to
Kalhori Kurdish.

2. Materials and methods:

To address the challenge outlined above, this study analyzes Kalhori
Kurdish sentences collected by the authors, who are native speakers of the
language. The research focuses on two questions:

1. Is the subject-verb agreement relation determined at the
Computational System?

2. Alternatively, can this relation be computed post-syntactically?

To investigate these questions, the analyses proceed as follows: first,
we introduce various hypotheses that account for agreeing and non-agreeing
verbal forms. Then, we evaluate whether these hypotheses can explain the
different structures in Kalhori Kurdish.

3. Discussion and Results

Let us consider the first hypothesis. In 1995, Henry recognized
differences in agreement patterns between full DPs and plural pronouns in
Belfast English (BelE). The former can co-occur with plural or singular verbs, as
shown in (3a-b):

3.a) The children is happy.
b) The children are happy.

However, singular concord is not allowed with plural pronouns, as
illustrated in (4a-b):
4. a) They are happy.

b) *They is happy.

To account for these seemingly incompatible sentences, Henry (1995)
proposed a configuration in which two subject positions are responsible for
these variations. In this framework, referred to as the Two Subject Positions
Hypothesis, plural pronouns are located in the specifier position of AgrsP
(agreeing position), and full DPs remain in the lower position (spec TP), which
is a non-agreeing position. Henry (1995) suggests that plural pronouns must
raise to spec AgrsP, ensuring obligatory agreement.

According to Tubau (2022), the negative phrase is a maximal
projection that dominates TPs and is itself dominated by AgrsPs. If a negative
polarity item (NPI) rises from its initial position (spec TP) to check its features
in AgrsP, it exits the licensing domain of NegP, causing the derivation to fail.
Based on this prediction, it can be assumed that in a structure with an NPI in its
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subject position, the subject-verb agreement would not be triggered. However,
the following example from Kalhori Kurdish challenges this assumption. In this
sentence, although the subject has remained in its base generating position
(spec TP), the subject-verb agreement is still allowed.
5. Hich-Kam a awan na-t-en.

Any-one of them  Neg-come-3PL.

‘none of the girls come.’

Some scholars suggest that the nature of the subject should be
considered as an important factor in subject-verb concord. Relying on the
nature of subjects in Farsi, Karimi (2005) proposed two different subject
positions. She argues that non-specific subjects remain in their base generating
positions (in PredP). They do not check their case and number features. By
contrast, specific subjects raise to the specifier position of vP, where they
trigger subject-verb agreement.

Adger & Smith (2008) proposed the third hypothesis. They observed
that singular concord constructions in Buckie English (BuckE) did not correlate
with the agreement mechanism in BelE and Welsh. The Two Subject Positions
hypothesis cannot be applied to BuckE data in the case of interrogatives (more
elaborated in section 4). Therefore, they proposed a new hypothesis, where the
presence of an N feature impacts the possibility of agreement marking.

In addition to different theoretical argumentations, we argue that
confirming or rejecting these assumptions requires empirical analysis of
Kalhori Kurdish. This study demonstrates that counterexamples invalidate
these proposed mechanisms. As for the post-syntactic mechanism in
Distributed Morphology and some morphological operations such as
Impoverishment (Bonet 1991, Noyer 1998), we adopted this non-lexical
approach as the most appropriate model to describe and determine the
variation of agreement patterns in Kalhori Kurdish.

4. Conclusions

Overall, the analyses indicated that the assumptions of lexicalists
cannot explain why singular concord is possible in some sentences with plural
subjects, while it is not allowed in others. On the other hand, analyzing the data
within the framework of Distributed Morphology showed that the dual
behavior of these Kurdish structures can only be explained by considering
morphological operations such as impoverishment and the post-syntactic
agreement process.

Keywords: distributed morphology, impoverishment, post-syntax, singular
concord, subject agreement
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front-Ez door three part dog sitting bud. SG/*bud. PL
‘Three dogs were sitting in front of the door.’
(Karimi, 2005, p. 95)
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(Adger & Smith, 2005: 156)
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s 53 73 OLSG S Sls Al 95 81l Oouis das glaauaseinn I (glas sazms )
il adls |y Codm drwa b Calid oy zics aS (6 pae LOT Ol 1 ezl azils |y (o
45,3k opl~ (Harley & Noyer, 1999) ,; 55 5 J,la .(Pfau, 2009) 555 0 755 5 oLl
ol S 33 L Laledl Jg oo sh go at gy Coslradlo pls 4 0L 55 olsT i oS
it ol gl 53 S48 Olan Bl 0l 755 Slles dpadia 5 i 45 Lpd oo 3l pebam

33,8 oo sl OT eyl b 5 Ol i 5 (3 0 4 s i 3l Blazil 55,5 b i o ,Lal

1. numeration

2. compositional meaning

3. non-compositional meaning
4.vocabulary

5. encyclopedia

6. insertion

7.vocabulary item

8. Subset Principle
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s 33 ol (slaaaseiio fen 5 5aijl cdnl  pl 5o dias o G ) ated 53 8 (glaaeine
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Lo 5 OT (sladaiein 5358 oo o § BT diun 55 @ dten &5 (5K Wl 3 b
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a_igl g (Anoushe, 2015) a_igl any 0 S olSS )8 j0 ail 3 ol o, Slee K9-8 ;5 i dslllas (gl )
.(Anoushe, 2021)

2. fusion

3. fission

4.local dislocation

5. impoverishment

6. Spec-Head

OhHlSen g (dom> 5l an 08 oL ()b (5 50 xdge plaanl> a6, Slee  S5-S> dslllae g 1Y
((Hosseini et al., 2023)
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P, jw;gcﬁ.k_g\}dl—d\g:qﬁsﬁdmﬁ\.1;'3.3’)\3: o2 33LeT dn
L g3 015 83 el ol 51 g ot s olie G515 ol 5 57 Lma sl 6338 o
U,_iI}T:‘,AJ)'Lf @!éﬁw@lf«?;cnfuﬂ QTJJQB- ‘_gjip @Lf}‘} Ay g adll
2345 Lan iy sl (s (o] B e 113 ol 3 Shas KO8 il (o8 Oouls s
caalslys (Noyer, 1998) 55,8 oo Jlosl Crunas Ayl 3 ¢ dammn Loyl 5 03 greal &) 50

22200 OT S 35k 5 (55 O o &5 5o alillan il p Lo 5 40 s O 0,

5l 90 disllae Y-V
3 f"«'f@f & 5 3 (Schafer & Anagnostopoulou, 2022) 4 s g ST 5 i 5sba
S 30Uty (il ot dlaily SoeSS L dilhe 57 Jobb S sl ¢ ol S aaS Gl

05,5 505,50l Ol aillan il (5013 4 il iy 15 3 05 8 4 o Il (sllas

1. impoverishment
2.value

3. environment

4. nominative
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Halle & Marantz, ) jil)ls 5 ada s (Marantz, 1991) 3i,b 3l ¢s,»4 (Bobaljik, 2008)
T Lol Saags ol 5l ST (e (s il b (slacl 3 | s 5 Il (1993
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TP TP
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/\ ]

(Schafer & Anagnostopoulou, 2022: 26) gxiluy 10 dilla Ld HAbodg Pl :f <o

Sl a8 e 0T sl (ol il 53 ez Blazal 1 (65 5035 57 VL S s

Gl O3S Elod s 035531 Gl o5 8 4 ol dillas s 5 odkds J1 ok 5 et dlox
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2l 6145 53 5 Dslie Loyl s LS 6 el (63,5 05 s llae (6 SN g
G1s s s &S s ol 93 53 Sl odalin B 5 Shas ! 51 (6145 505 ¢ 5 5 Sloosls
s e 5 e Lllae ctitce Jo U oSolr 3 par e 5 JolS i 5 0 05 8
33 8 o der

1. Icelandic

S0 )18 e 09,5 Lalus 1o aS sl by a5 By 095 &us (o $YL alax> Jebs (Bobaljik, 2008) gy jobas ¥
3. copy
4. control
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o ey Al 2l )5 oL ol 53 g 0 ien JalS L 5 03 8
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RSB VR | WS- S-S v-i} =l a 09— ol (6,5 (69,5 sl LSl Ly ogn jo i dslllas gl ¥
(Tafakkori Rezaee & Khanmohammadi, 2019)

3. AgrSP
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555 50Lej s, S o dalua 5S6I,5 " _ite oy 8 (Tubau, 2022) 4Ly 5 (Dikken, 2009

syi 45T (gl ol diias (Henry, 1995) (s .ol Jebb dilks o5 S Llus Co

o oLl e 3 Al e ol A3l o BB Tl iy e oSl s e b e

hasia 2oils sl e b e o G0y S0l il b O es 8 el

3 5en 63 gdmme 1 A0k L) Lo a0 S ol gm 5YL oSl 45 5 il
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Sl Gl e b ol fnws )3 01y e 1) dhitfkam @i )b o elS 63 5 0L s
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S Sle ol b adins e jemie ¢S5 36 45T olaole 53 OT g 5 ALl o ) sei>

(V1) o5l bty 03 5 oo outaliin 457 68 0les €33 5 o Blazdl gt ludy o AL e

Slapeile (6,505 i pate men b g dhitfkamy it b et oS ol i)

D g 5o
11.a) hit[-kamlsbas na-san -on
S mr U - (EonF
Ly S ol S
b) *hitf-kam lobas san -on

S mr o (Eon s -

Ly S ol ST e

sy Sl G P or 58l kb o (g e e gl acnl 2055

o sl Ay Sl L s e e gl (CAINY) B3l 5 s 5d a0 e b e

1. negative polarity item
2. Neg Phrase
3. Matrix clause
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o dilks dza (Bobaljik, 2008) ¢S 5 5 S5 55 wlol p odas o i (6 el (]
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(Schafer & Anagnostopoulou, 2022)
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