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Abstract: in Sunni hadith sources, a report attributed to the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) has been transmitted
that includes a curse upon women who visit graves. All extant
versions of this report are traced back to the Prophet and fall into
two general categories. The first category consists solely of the
cursing of female grave visitors (zawwarat / za'irat al-qubtir) and
is transmitted through Abii Hurayrah and Hassan b. Thabit. The
second category, in addition to cursing female grave visitors, also
includes the cursing of those who build mosques and light lamps
over graves; this version is traced back to Ibn ‘Abbas. Dating
these reports through the isnad—matn analytical method indicates
that no precise conclusion can be drawn regarding the time of
emergence of the first category of reports. The narrations of the
second category became prevalent around 131 AH in Iraq,
particularly in Basra, which is corroborated by some cultural data
transmitted from Iragi scholars indicating a dislike for grave
visitation. At the same time, numerous traditions transmitted
from the Shiite Imams in Shiite hadith compilations, as well as
substantial evidence from the Prophetic biography and reports
concerning both female and male Companions in Sunni hadith
and historical sources, demonstrate that they did in fact engage in
grave visitation. Consequently, the view that the prohibitive
reports were abrogated (naskh) emerged as a serious position
among Sunni scholars from the early period onward. Therefore,
the practice of grave visitation among certain elites and notable
figures cannot be taken as evidence of its widespread acceptance
among the general population. Rather, significant ambiguities
regarding this practice persisted in the minds of some Muslims—
particularly among the people of Basra—until the early second
century AH.
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