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Abstract: Exegetes have proposed various views on
determining the referent of the word "sabil" (path) in the
verse, "'Indeed, this is a reminder; so, he who wills may take
a path to his Lord" (al-Insan 76:29). These interpretations fall
into two main categories. The first category emphasizes the
generality of the concept of "sabil". The second category
enumerates specific and determined referents for it, which are:
1) Obedience to God, 2) The Noble Qur'an, 3) The content of
Strat al-Insan, 4) Night Prayer (Tahajjud), 5) The Abrar (the
Righteous), and 6) The guardianship (walayah) of Imam Ali
(AS). Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this study,
after extracting, categorizing, and examining the commentators'
opinions, seeks to identify the core message of the word "sabil".
The findings indicate that the term "sabil" possesses two
distinct semantic dimensions: 1) a primary, superficial
dimension (the shell), and 2) a principal, core dimension. Based
on evidence from the verses on the reward of prophethood,
relevant narrations (riwayat), the surah's overarching objective,
and the interconnection of its verses, it can be concluded
that "affection and love for the Ahl al-Bayt (AS)" constitutes
the principal and core dimension of "sabil". Consequently, the
first five views within the second category pertain to the
primary and superficial dimension, while the sixth view, which
emphasizes the guardianship of Imam Ali (AS), corresponds to
the deeper and more concealed dimension of "sabil."
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