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Abstract: islamic heritage is replete with allusions and
emphases surrounding the identity of the promised savior.
Despite disagreements in details, the majority of Muslims believe
in the existence of an end-times savior, whom they call al-Mahdi
(AS); a figure from the Prophet’s Household (Ahl al-Bayt) who
will appear at the end of time to establish universal justice and
peace. In Shiite thought, this promised savior is also known by
the title al-Qa'im (AJ) In contrast, another perspective holds that
Jesus, son of Mary (peace be upon him), is the savior of Islam.
This viewpoint is documented in Islamic sources through the
narration "al-Mahdi is Jesus, son of Mary (AS)," which has been
used by some researchers to argue for the precedence of this view
over the concept of an original Islamic savior. One of the
significant versions of this narration is a debate between
Mu'awiyah and Ibn Abbas, in which Mu'awiyah is cited as the
narrator of this tradition. The objective of this research is to
examine the validity of attributing this statement to Mu'awiyah
using the approach of Form Criticism. To this end, the "debate"
will be broken down into its constituent "sub-units," and after
searching through Islamic sources, we will seek out "recurring
themes" and "schemas." An analysis of the origins of these
recurring themes, schemas, and related evidence in non-Islamic
sources indicates that, among all individuals who could
potentially be the narrator of this tradition based on available
sources, Mu'awiyah is the most probable candidate.
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