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Abstract: The root (g-r-b) encompasses a wide
spectrum of meanings in the Quran. According to
lexicographers, in its primary sense, this root denotes
proximity—both physical and metaphysical—and stands in
opposition to the concepts of distance and separation.
Beyond its application to tangible and conventional matters,
the root is employed with particular significance in verses
describing the rupture or continuity of the relationship
between humankind and God. Examining this semantic
diversity and plurality of usage is achievable through
analyzing its morphological patterns and typology.
Employing the method of historical semantics, this study
traces the historical origins of the root (g-r-b) within the
Semitic languages and investigates the trajectory of its
semantic evolution. The developmental path and semantic
structure of this root are meticulously examined. The study
concludes that derivatives of the root (q-r-b), across their
various usages, utilize two distinct morphological patterns,
each of which has followed a different path in meaning and
application. These two patterns are: 1) "being near" and 2)
"becoming near," both of which are employed in the Qur'an
within physical and metaphorical dimensions.
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