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Abstract: This study adopts a historical (diachronic)

Sctentific approach to examine the Quranic term "sultan." Derived
artich from the root "s-I-t," the term appears thirty-seven times in

the Quran. The research explores cognates of the word in
Recsived: other Semitic languages, as well as its usage in pre-Quranic

2024/09/13 texts—including Judeo-Christian scriptures in Aramaic,
Hebrew, and Syriac—alongside classical Arabic poetry. The

Accepted: findings reveal that the core meaning of "sultan" across

2025/05/24  gemitic  languages is fundamentally tied to power,
encompassing concepts such as authority, dominion,
kingship, and rulership. Through metaphorical extensions,
the term has also acquired additional meanings,
including permission, authorization, and right. Given that the
Quranic usage of "sultan" often intertwines these layered
meanings, this  study  proposes the  Persian
equivalent "dastiir" (command/authorization) as a suitable
translation, as it similarly encapsulates the term's semantic
breadth. However, in Quranic verses where only one specific
aspect of meaning is emphasized, alternative renderings such
as "dominance," "permission," or "right" may be more
precise
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