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ADbstract: in several verses of Surah al-Naml, through
the narration of a historical story about Prophet Solomon
(AS), God addresses the miraculous phenomenon of rayy al-
ard (earth-traversing). These verses demonstrate that
supernatural acts and miracles like tayy al-ard can also be
performed by individuals other than prophets. This study
examines the commentaries on the phrase "‘ilmun min al-
kitab" (a portion of knowledge from the Book) and compares
Asif ibn Barkhiya (“the one who possessed a portion of
knowledge from the Book") with the "‘ifrit from the jinn." It
also contrasts two types of guardianship (wilaya): divine
guardianship and satanic guardianship, as well as two types
of miracles: apparent (sensory) and spiritual (esoteric), which
yield insights into understanding rayy al-ard. The primary
focus of this research is to explore what rayy al-ard is, how it
occurs, and how Muslim mystics have justified this type of
miracle, particularly from the perspective of prominent
figures like Ibn ‘Arabi. The phenomenon of Tayy al-ard can
be explained through the mystical theory of zahir (apparent)
and batin (hidden) dimensions in Islamic mysticism, hence the
reference to "mystical reflections” in the title. Muslim mystics,
under this framework and through various conceptual models
such as annihilation (‘adam) and creation (ijjad),
manifestation (izhar) and concealment (ikhfa’), have
demonstrated the reality of sayy al-ard. Additionally, this
study identifies different types of rayy al-ard and determines
which kind of miracle is described in the aforementioned
Verses.
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