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Abstract

When a religion is officially endorsed and supported by a government, it
takes on a formal role within the state. This means that religion becomes
more than just a personal belief system; it becomes a state-sanctioned
institution. However, a state with an official religion is not necessarily a
theocracy where all aspects of governance are based on religious doctrine
The existence of an official religion in a country's constitution shapes the
boundaries of citizens' freedoms, depending on the government's
understanding of democracy and its relationship to religion. In other words,
religion, as a cultural system, influences a state's political and legal systems
Given that constitutions are fundamental documents that both protect
citizens' rights and define the limits of government power, they provide the
most explicit examples of how states interact with religion. Different countries
have adopted varying approaches to the relationship between state and
religion, reflecting different understandings of freedom, the government's right
to establish an official religion, and the freedom of conscience.
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In the modern world, the trend towards secularism and the increasing
emphasis on human rights have led to a movement towards minimal
government intervention in citizens' lives. However, theocratic states often
pursue maximum state intervention, promoting religious teachings and
values throughout society.

It is also crucial to consider the rights of religious minorities when
discussing the role of an official religion. The concept of religious minorities
has emerged in political discourse and legal literature, reflecting the
importance of ensuring fair treatment for all citizens, regardless of their
religious beliefs.

The Iranian Constitution officially recognizes Islam as the state religion
and designates Twelver Shi'ism as the official Islamic sect. This has created
a unique political and legal framework that differs from many other states.
This research examines the impact of religion on both the political and legal
spheres, demonstrating that official religions today have evolved beyond
their traditional roles. In many countries with official religions, religion is
seen as a higher authority that can be used to interpret and evaluate laws.
This has led to a new hierarchy of norms, where religious principles often
take precedence over secular laws.

Key questions addressed in this research: What is the relationship
between religion and the state in contemporary societies ? How does the
concept of an "official religion" impact the rights and freedoms of
citizens?What is the role of religion in the Iranian legal system, and how
does it influence the country's governance?

Methodology

The research employs a descriptive-analytical approach, using a combination
of historical analysis and legal research. The study examines various
interpretations of the concept of "official religion” and explores the
implications of this concept for the Iranian legal system.

Key findings

The relationship between religion and state is complex and multifaceted.

The concept of an official religion has significant implications for citizens'
rights and freedoms.

In Iran, the official status of Islam has had a profound impact on the
country's legal system and governance.

The role of religion in the Iranian legal system is constantly evolving, and
there is ongoing debate about the appropriate balance between religious and
secular principles.

Keywords: Freedom of religion, religious minorities, theocratic
government, official religion, Islamic law.
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1 Religious Tolerance
2. Minority/ Minorities
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T Y R R LIS I NP PR PR 3151
635055 35 Olebes 5355 0 5855 Olpeas 51 Sl 035 el

BEUBY X S| ERGI SRRV R E L;A...LAJ e bl s ssale

oo bl Bl Ayl Al B oSl ez (1992) (s gan Do bl 056 xia fol 1
Oy o 53 e 5 o 6331 Cnds s =3 2

2013 Report on International Religious Freedom: Saudi Arabia". state.gov.

Washington, D.C.: United States Department of State. 28 July 2014. Archived from

the original on 18 January 2023. Retrieved 12 February 2020.

3. Article 3(1) of Malaysia, the Federal Constitution: (1) Islam is the religion of the

Federation; but other religions may be practiced in peace and harmony in any part of
the Federation.
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1. Article 29 (1) Indonesia constitution (1945): “the state shall be based on the belief
in the one and only God.”

2. active state religions

3. religious tax collection
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1. “Supreme governor” of the Church of England
2. Laicité

3. Hostile

4. Moderate separation
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SLiass 3l ol 03 el edd S5 dbauls Olgea s ol glas SO
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1. Hybrid approach
2. Near full separation
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1. Social capital



451 1403 Olis ) L(a)l.g;: oyleds cv.hbj:l.:: 093

05008 Olekes bl Glay528 5 W 3T Jlod wila sl slaysiS s jles
(Hirschl, 2010: 4) ol 035 Lo 15 3 95 Sl Olizmen (3 Esuploend
Conl Gloe 5 Sy &S o Ddms o dle (ulul 056 assl fol
Lo e odids ke Sl Ol 5 50 T Sl R 5 4 o
i 03 S Jyme Olnl Ol Gosger Sdsn 4 il JIS0HE S IS
Wl il 4 § 515 S DLl el Je sl 5 anils (5,6l
Ly 20l 315 c sy 3 Slom] LS Sl S ol b ool ol 3 omll o
«(ou Oler) adlraan OMIl 5 5 03 )80 (ol osgte alig Glols 595 &S
Sbias 3 Jol cnl 53 el Mo 0T o 8 o 03l ¢ Ks0kaas Sl 3 5 45T
S i 3 Sl oS ol e, 458 ae geme O Sl 3le 5 4, JSe 3 ol

L (Obleds 4 352> 3l CB;» (s e (6 505 ol 3 lzeen sl

S Oblakes aen (03086 (505 UMy 30Ty ST (SET 010 B)) 4o S 4l oS a1l 05611 J
A A o it 5 3l sl 1y 355 S ol el i g Ol oSl (5 pr g3 5 il
Gz Gl |y oMl Olgr (S b 5 (53l ol S5 B 551 s 4 23S 5 s

Jita sl il S5 assamme G Sl i Ol oo ol alal OB (0 QS S 4yl > 2
S Ol ol (e 1S e Ol ol oty ¢ pulial 056 ol ol Sl S1ie L5 53 i dley]
OB ol gl Olay DLl 4 ax 35 b s B 4 (200 o o S106) o (Sl IS )
Gl S S DUl 5 cd by sl OB glae Baim b 4 OB AS s s a5 4T 1 i
Fr 3 s ekd 30y alerile)] s 4 (SO SE Bl Gglane 056 3 podie Slial Gies
Lo 145 505 6l el il ol glsls 0 1y ald 056 o BT baoleyT 5 S Ol dlacund 5
SV G Wl oo 51 Ll ams ol 2l tteal (A3l e plal g ol G Lk Sl Sl (5 e
Wl Ol Lo (gl e L3S S | Ol 5 L3S il 1A 5 sl 5 G 4elS (sl el
Ml e ol oS e opl B Lo ol amny SO DL

Slr b e b il ple (ool Gl 0 208 Ll €555 5558 S bl 056 ) w2l 3
el s s S loe) (ST a0



:;)K}¢MM:Qlﬁlg}brlﬁjﬁaw)am 452

B R B Y P SN > I PESS E GO PR P JYCIA P
03,0 o) G Olgoar (ol pdlul 3 slasssal S e o gehe S 1, Sdae
Lo 53 Ol s e s Sl sl Gl SO e eR 4..\3\%;« (Ol
il (M O S35 Jlanal 4y b L0l s aST o s Jol as il
5 Olaman Ol pl pwlal OB 5 oy s Aoy oo B 4 casline SLS 5 (650
020 3l ST 4 oSl (g sge 5 00 il 05 L Ghils el it

el 035 plate ol S gn i a5 IS5 4 (e cads 2

ol oS 4 S oy i 2-1-3

035 b 5 sl slaslg 4% Liscis s e Gl e &b dsb 5s o
Obls 4 jwny Culb mie Cosl lp (Gagdlom) Obosole LS ool
Ll o dS 5 Jled o5 (Brisch, 2008: 81) Las o Jusste gl Cuss i
L 53 cols » aSh (et S S 5l o il Ca S
shls ol Olewls O 1 )3 (Evans, 1997: 10) Coul 03 0 o 501 s 5SS 5 0
L b sy alisl s Cassite (Sl een W 3 s30)
.(Akrami, 2010: 7)

bl 056 p s ol 16 1 1
bl 056152 fol 2
o8l53 sl dpeol o sas el iy IS 4 55 Ol ol (50 gmiload 0556 ool 05l 55 sle ol 3
5 Sl b Ol lse cpl 53 G338, 51 5 dnes el slapllss S (slsme 5 IS0 SOL ol
A Ll e S 0T Galal
bl 056154 Lo 4
bl 056 p g ol 15 0 5
6. Legitimacy source
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