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Abstract

Due to its cultural diversity and civilizational background, Iran has possessed—and
still possesses—a rich collection of handicrafts. Although governmental and cultural
ruptures have occurred throughout history as a result of alien invasions, continuity is
observed in Iranian handicrafts. The reason is that the durability of material life has
depended on them, and as a job and source of income, they have been regarded as
effective factors in the household economy cycle. Moreover, as skills have been
transferred from one generation to another in a master-disciple or parent-child manner,
the process of continuity and evolution can be observed. One of these important areas
is the Zagros region, which shines like a golden zone between Mesopotamia and the
Iranian plateau. Arts such as metal crafts—generally known as Lorestan bronzes—
have gone through a brilliant period in these regions. This course of ups and downs
can be traced to the contemporary era.

Metal crafts in Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari are still found with their original
credibility, and in some cases, with a new approach and amalgamation with modern
art in an Iranized style. Moreover, contemporary artworks indicate their stability
throughout history and their loyalty to thousands of years of technical experience. This
knowledge is rooted in science and indigenous experience that has made its way to
today’s generation from among the secrets preserved by master craftsmen and their
ancestors and has a long history.

This research aims to introduce the existing capacities in the area of this province’s
metal crafts at the international level, examine the compatibility of components with
sustainable development, identify the existing barriers to the development of the
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handicrafts of this province—namely metal handicrafts—and present solutions to
revove barriers and play an effective and worthy role in the country’s development.

This applied research follows a descriptive-analytical approach based on a case study.
The research population consisted of metal craft artists of Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari
Province and their selected metal crafts. Data collection was conducted using a mixed-
mode approach (documentary method and field study). Data were analyzed within the
context of a mixed (qualitative and quantitative) method approach. To this end, the
findings were first interpreted and then presented descriptively. Assuming that the
metal crafts of this province can be effective in local and national development, the
author has proposed the following question: What solutions exist to remove barriers to
the development of metal handicrafts of Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari on the way to
receiving the UNESCO Seal of Authenticity and attaining sustainable development?

As the greatest number of Seals of Authenticity have been granted to metal crafts
compared to other handicrafts of this province, these metal crafts have formed the
research population of this study. Although the works of the artists under study have
been created within the socio-cultural structure of Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari
Province, they have come into existence through innovative approaches based on
previous authentic wor,s, guaranteeing the preservation of Iran’s historical
experiences—and, of course, part[of the world’s—introducing a business suited to
society’s needs, and creating/ conditions for the economic prosperity of the local
community.

In fact, the aforementioned artists have not only introduced indigenous arts to the
world and gained international recognition after being granted the UNESCO Seal of
Authenticity, but they have also paved the way for attracting foreign currency through
direct communication with the world. Apart from their deep cultural influence, they
have taken effective steps toward attaining sustainable development. Therefore, after
introducing the master craftsmen actively working in the field of metal crafts in Chahar
Mahal and Bakhtiari Province who have successfully been granted the UNESCO Seal
of Authenticity and enumerating the characteristics of their works, a total of 16 metal
crafts—including locksmithing and pliers fabrication by Negahdar Khajehali, as well
as works made from metal waste by Homayoun Heydari—were investigated in this
research.

Besides the comparative study of components relevant to the UNESCO Seal of
Authenticity and sustainable development, the author aims to express the
commonalities and overlaps of these indicators to emphasize the importance of
traditional and indigenous arts in achieving sustainable development. According to
Yadav et al., handicrafts are the first component in achieving sustainable development
globally. On the other hand, the criteria and conditions for being granted the Seal of
Authenticity for a product include quality, originality, invention and innovation,
compliance with environmental issues, marketing capability, and social responsibility.
All these components and their sub-components, as well as many components of
sustainable development expressed by Saeidi, Darban Astaneh, Qanbari et al., and
Heaton and Azkia, can be effective in creating new businesses, conducting modern
166 entrepreneurial research based on the spatial characteristics and advantages of each
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region (local entrepreneurship), equitable income distribution (reducing the income
gap between urban and rural areas), reducing migration rates, increasing exports and
reducing imports, and enhancing the optimal use of existing resources, facilities, and
raw materials. Moreover, having technical knowledge, establishing spatial balance at
local, regional, and national levels, continuous modernization of society, and
improving socio-economic relations align with the components identified by Saeidi.
Similarly, the cultural balance of individuals and groups, cultural diversity, protection
of ecological unity, and promotion of culture and education correspond with waeidi’s
views.

In addition, based on the opinions of Gullet and Azkia, components such as livelihood
and poverty minimization align with these indicators; freedom, autonomy, and self-
dependence are consistent with the views of Gullet and Motiei Langroudi; respect and
dignity in society align with wullet’s perspective; and unemployment and inequality
reduction correspond with Awkia’s. Components such as enmironmeral protection
align with the indicators proposed by Motiei Langroudi and Najafi Kani; being
indigenous corresponds with the indicators suggested by Motiei Langroudi and
Qanbari et al.; harmony with the environment and reliance on community strength
align with wangroudi’s wiew, and the quantitative and qualitative iv proveven t of
living conditions for the public in a long-term and continuous manner is consistent
with the perspectives of Langroudi and Najafi Kani. Finally, it can be asserted that the
components of the Seal of Authenticity align with the components of sustainable
development.

To mitigate the barriers and problems hindering the development of handicrafts in
Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari Province in the field of metal crafts, several interviews
were conducted with influential individuals, and potential solutions were identified.
The required field data were collected through interviews and questionnaires. For
clarity, the statistical content has been presented separately in tables. To this end, 30
copies of a 25-item questionnaire were prepared and distributed among participants of
the study in two categories: production and workshop (n=15) and handicrafts experts
and officials of the province (n=15). It was found that both participants in the
workshop and management areas agreed that major inhibitors (67%) were the most
significant obstacles to the growth of this art industry, with medium and mixed-type
inhibitors at 60% and 57%, respectively. There was slight disagreement between
managers and workshop participants regarding major and medium inhibitors, while
significant disagreement (71% and 44%) existed regarding mixed-type inhibitors. This
means that these two industrial groups did not share the same view about the mixed-
type inhibitory factors, as shown in Table 3.

This stance toward problems is noteworthy, as the investigation of the first row showed
that, in the opinion of those working in workshops, 47% of major inhibitors were
related to workshops and 67% were created by officials. This difference is reversed in
the next row, as workshop participants believed that 42% of management-related
problems originated within the workshops themselves. A similar trend with slight
differences can be observed in other parts of the table. Data analysis shows that both
groups—yparticipants in management and workshop areas—acknowledged the
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existence of problems in this industry, but disagreed on their root causes, each holding
the other responsible for the current situation. Therefore, the first step toward
innovation in this art industry should focus on consensus and establishing mutual
responsibility. Clearly, resolving these issues and following strategic development
models will lead to results similar to successful cases elsewhere.

By studying 33 identified factors, four main strategies can be proposed to remove
inhibitors and revitalize the field: supply-based, regional, international, and customer-
and craftsman-based strategies. Finally, it can be concluded that steps toward
sustainable development can be taken provided that existing problems are resolved,
attention is paid to indigenous handicrafts, and efforts are made toward enhancing their
reputation.

Keywords: Metal Handicrafts, UNESCO Seal of Authenticity, Sustainable
Development, Handicrafts, Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari.
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