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Abstract

Artificial intelligence (Al), as a pivotal force within the digital revolution, has
profoundly reshaped various dimensions of contemporary social life. The lack of
definitive knowledge about the broader societal impacts of Al dominance has
contributed to divergent public and academic attitudes, ranging from enthusiastic
acceptance to critical skepticism. Within sociological discourse, increasing attention
is being paid to the ways in which Al technologies may reproduce or even intensify
existing power structures, leading to what some scholars describe as new forms of
digital colonization. Scholars in science and technology studies, alongside social
activists, argue that the unequal distribution of data represents a growing threat to
societal equity, with the potential to entrench systemic hierarchies and generate new
modalities of domination and inequality. In this context, the validity of data and the
legitimacy of institutions responsible for its collection and governance have become
central issues of debate, raising urgent concerns about transparency, accountability,
and justice in the age of algorithmic decision-making.
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of racism, xenophobia, and related inequalities highlights the role of emerging digital
technologies in exacerbating existing ethnic and racial disparities. The reinforcement
of systemic racism through the dominance of artificial intelligence has contributed to
the rise of critical theoretical frameworks that interrogate the broader functions of
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science and technology in society. Concerns over racial bias in algorithmic systems,
particularly within pluralistic societies, have prompted both social activists and
scholars to advocate for new approaches in data design and collection. These efforts
aim to create algorithms that resist the reproduction of entrenched power asymmetries.
The integration of artificial intelligence into the visual arts has given rise to a novel
form of artistic language and expression, thereby reshaping contemporary artistic
practices. In addition, it enables artists to critically engage with and address
sociopolitical issues affecting ethnic groups, minorities, and other marginalized
communities. Stephanie Dinkins is one of the leading artists using Al to represent and
reframe Black identity. As a researcher and creative technologist, she employs
artificial intelligence and other emerging technologies to explore critical issues such
as aaclll ttttttt t, geeeer, cssss, sdd eeerrrrr r ff yyyyyyyyysssssss s exeeeeecet ttt t
Al have raised important questions about the impact of algorithmic systems on Black
identity in particular, and on society as a whole. According to the artist, her goal is to
use art as a means of promoting social justice and fostering a technological future
where Black people are creative participants and creators. By leveraging Al, she aims
to challenge stereotypical representations of race that are perpetuated by dominant
cultural narratives. Her work raises a central question: how are contemporary artists
like Stephanie Dinkins using Al to decolonize and reimagine racial identity, and what
creative mechanisms are employed to challenge dominant cultural narratives?
This study employs a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on library-based research
to explore the potential of Al in the decolonization of racial identity. By synthesizing
the theoretical perspectives of Al scholars such as Shakir Mohamed, Mary Teresa
Pena, and William Isaac with the artistic practice of Stephanie Dinkins, the research
aims to demonstrate how Al can be used as a tool for challenging and reshaping
dominant racial narratives.
These specialists emphasize the critical role of postcolonial and decolonial theories in
shaping the development of Al. Central to this discourse are questions of values and
power. Decolonial theories, in particular, draw upon historical insights to interrogate
power structures that shape our intellectual, political, economic, and social realities.
They propose that by embedding a decolonial critical approach into technical practices,
Al communities can cultivate greater foresight and more ethically aligned
technological development. This involves centering marginalized communities—
those who have historically borne the brunt of scientific and technological harm—and
ensuring that research advances uphold principles of justice and equity.
A critical technical practice of Al is the first strategy introduced by these theorists for
decolonizing Al. This approach emphasizes fairness, security, diversity, and resistance
to biased data injection. A second strategy—reciprocal engagement and reverse
tutelage—seeks to question taken-for-granted knowledge by reexamining the
foundations of what constitutes knowledge itself. This involves fostering dialogue,
thorough documentation, and inclusive design practices that align with the values and
lived experiences of oppressed communities, thereby ensuring that Al systems store
and reflect more grounded, reality-based information. The third strategy centers on
renewed affective and political communities. It argues that increasing access to
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advanced technologies for marginalized populations enhances their ability to challenge
and compete with dominant narratives, thereby fostering more equitable technological
futures.

The integration of decolonial Al strategies into the artistic practices of Stephanie
Dinkins illustrates how she, as both an artist and social activist, actively challenges
dominant historical narratives about Black identity. Dinkins is acutely aware of the
influential role that data and algorithms play in shaping societal culture and
perceptions. Through her work, she engages with key components of decolonial Al—
namely, critical technical practice, reciprocal engagement and reverse tutelage, and
renewed affective and political communities. By adopting these mechanisms, her art
contributes to dismantling historically biased knowledge systems and reimagining
Black identity beyond the constraints of dominant power structures.
In rrr ss ccch as “ttt  eee yyyy eee ” add “eee Seceet aa eee”,” Saaaaaaaa nnnnnm
constructs new narratives and generates alternative forms of knowledge that directly
challenge stereotypical and historically embedded assumptions. These assumptions
have long upheld the dominance of Western, white-centric worldviews in both cultural
and technological spaces. By employing strategies of reciprocal engagement and
reverse tutelage, Dinkins creates opportunities for marginalized voices—particularly
Black voices—to engage in dialogue and self-representation. Through methods such
as oral storytelling, collaborative dialogue, and intentional documentation, her projects
grant Black individuals agency over their narratives, allowing them to become the
architects and narrators of their own identities rather than subjects of external
interpretation.

By designing the BCAI (Black Communities Artificial Intelligence) application,
Stephanie Dinkins disrupts the traditional monopoly over data entry, historically
controlled by dominant power structures. She emphasizes that subject agency—
particularly from marginalized communities—can challenge and rebalance power in
the domain of knowledge production. Dinkins argues that the ownership and control
of Al, digital tools, and emerging technologies by marginalized groups can catalyze
the revitalization of passive and historically dominated societies. This process reflects
the creation of renewed political and affective communities. The artist calls upon
common people to actively participate in the design and development of Al,
advocating for community-driven innovation that transforms the trajectory of data
mining and surveillance technologies. Through collective data recording and
storytelling, new forms of knowledge are generated, granting Black communities
greater agency. In doing so, Dinkins challenges dominant narratives that have long
defined Black identity from an external, often oppressive perspective.
The movement toward a critical technical practice of Al is exemplified in the
“Ceeee aaaiinn hhhhhaaa 48 In 1iii s ttt eaaciinn, Bnra 48 raises probing questions
concerning race and issues pertinent to the Black community, thereby interrogating the
nature of the intelligence embedded within the robot. For instance, she questions why
the robot is unable to recognize a Black accent despite embodying a Black identity and
yyy tt asssss eeiiiiii 11 ooiiiii 1iii s ccch as, “Waat oo yuu wwwwttt  tt cmm?ii
150 These moments highlight the limitations, biases, and inconsistencies within the data
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tttt ttttt t eee’’”’”” ee....... ... gggh eer eggagetttt  with the Al, the artist seeks
to expose fundamental flaws in the design and development of such systems by
persistently questioning and conversing with the robot. This method draws attention
to the lack of transparency and potential dishonesty in the processes of data collection
and implementation. Ultimately, Stephanie Dinkins employs Al as a medium to
critiqgue and reimagine its role in society—amplifying issues of racial identity and
striving toward greater equality and social justice.
In conclusion, the strategies outlined in the framework of decolonial Al are clearly
reflected in the work of the aforementioned artist. By interrogating the authenticity and
integrity of data, facilitating dialogues that empower individuals to define their
identities, and advocating for increased access to advanced technologies among
historically underserved communities, the artist effectively enacts the principles of
decolonial Al. Through these practices, her work challenges dominant narratives in
technological development and promotes a more inclusive and equitable approach to
artificial intelligence.

Key Words: Artificial Intelligence, Racial Identity, Postcolonial Theories, Black
Acrtistic Expressions
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