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Abstract

When we look at a piece of jewelry from the past, a good understanding of the culture
in that historical period is obtained; it shows that ornaments are not just decorative and
are passed from one generation to another as a medium of meaning. In this regard, it
can be said that culture is a set of common beliefs and convictions among people of a
society or group, based on which people's behavior is shaped and directed. Thus, the
social identity of nations depends on these basic beliefs, and nations use various forms
of social pressure to maintain it.

The purpose of this research is to evaluate the influence of the cultural characteristics
of society on the design of jewelry in Tehran's gold and jewelry market, because
ornaments, as functional works of art, can play an active role in preserving and
transmitting these elements. The research aims to answer: (1) What are the cultural
elements and components of interest in the design of modern gold jewelry in Tehran
market? (2) What are the most important features in the design of Tehran's famous
gold jewelry that guarantee their success in the consumer market?

In this research, due to the wide audience of gold and jewelry, the degree and manner
of borrowing design elements from current cultural aspects of society, from the
perspective of Victoria Alexander's reflection approach, has been investigated. As the
artist is defined, his audience needs to be defined as well. The cultural behavior of the
audience is a function of their taste, purchasing power, and ways of accessing art. A
group of people in a society who have an economic status and share similar political,
cultural, and social views and goals is called a "social class.” As a result, it can be said
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that the audience of gold jewelry in Tehran market mostly belongs to the same social
class. Theorists believe that because art is actively formed within society, works of art
can be considered original sociological subjects. The reflection approach is based on
the idea that art always contains information about society; therefore, art can be seen
as a mirror of society. According to Victoria Alexander, works of art reflect the
conditions of their contemporary society and always convey information about society.
Different cultural elements, such as language, religion, cultural geography, history,
and cultural memory, are among the components of society. According to the
reflection approach, these components can also be examined in the design and
manufacture of contemporary market ornaments.

Gold shops in Tehran province were chosen because the city is the capital and the
political, social, and cultural center of the country. Based on the purpose and content
of the research, the study adopts a qualitative methodology, and the analysis of the
findings is applied using a descriptive-correlation method. Information was collected
through documentary studies and library sources, while data analysis, validity, and
reliability were ensured using the Delphi method and in-depth interviews. The field
method (observation, questionnaire, and interview) was also used to investigate and
analyze the design characteristics of contemporary jewelry. Part of the data collection
involved questionnaires and interviews. Data analysis, validity, and reliability were
conducted using the Delphi method and in-depth interviews, which also informed the
design of a Likert-scale online questionnaire.

From early times, jewelry has been a focus of mankind, reflecting practical aspects
aligned with the culture of each nation and society. In the current era, when global
policies reduce local and national identities, it becomes increasingly important to pay
attention to this issue through the language of art. Consequently, this research
examined market ornaments of interest to a large segment of society (mostly middle
and lower classes) and produced in high circulation, based on the reflection approach.

The results indicate that, given the self-centered nature of society and the economic
conditions of the middle and lower classes, lightweight bazaar gold jewelry that
establishes a personal and individual connection with consumers attracts more
attention than other types of jewelry. To reduce weight, stones were also used in the
design. Interviews with experts and research results indicate that projects capable of
creating personal connections with people are the most likely to succeed in today's
gold jewelry market. In a self-centered society, it is the personal relationship of the
design with people that attracts attention among the many available options.

Additionally, due to the lack of strict copyright enforcement in Iran, producers tend to
copy foreign brands, as these designs have already been widely advertised. Generally,
the expansion of cultural topics in the market, due to the priority of economic
mechanisms, should be done indirectly, through the discourse of audience taste. The
use or revival of authentic Iranian techniques, such as enameling, tapestry, and
calligraphy—using traditional or modern methods suitable for the market—can
diversify domestic jewelry and give it a global identity.

Today, due to the proliferation of jewelry design schools and universities, there is a
need for greater attention from all sectors active in this art-industry, including unions.
Specialized training is required to achieve professional output, and platforms
connecting education and market sectors are necessary to efficiently use available
resources.
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In general, it is more difficult to make changes and expand cultural elements due to
the dominance of economic mechanisms in the market; market policies should
therefore operate indirectly, by influencing audience taste. The examination of gold
ornaments from a sociological and reflection approach perspective revealed that
cultural memory (patterns, symbols, customs), religion, language, and cultural
geography have been used most in designs, reflecting their acceptance and importance
within society.

Finally, the research faced limitations, including non-cooperation of gold and jewelry
manufacturers and market designers due to the private nature of the market and lack
of trust. Other obstacles included limited virtual activity by many gold shops and
insufficient content production (low-quality images, lack of adequate information
about jewelry) in most shops.

Keywords: Reflection Approach, Cultural Characteristics, Jewelry Design, Tehran
Gold and Jewelry Market, Gold Market
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