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Abstract

Glassmaking was initially a profession for making consumer products, but with the
advent of machinery and the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, large glass
factories emerged to meet the needs of mass-produced functional products. In the mid-
twentieth century, glass artists' efforts to express themselves in creating their works
led to the formation of the "current of contemporary glass art™ in Western countries,
and its path separated from the factory. Obviously, in order to truly understand a new
system's structural flow and process, a correct identification method is required.
"Giddens' structural theory," which examines the interaction between structure and
human factors, is one of these solutions. This research aims to evaluate the status of
the traditional glassmaking art community during the Industrial Revolution in facing
the factory phenomenon, based on Anthony Giddens' structural theory, and seeks to
identify the factors that influenced the development of glass art during the Industrial
Revolution. The main question is what the factors were that influenced the traditional
glassmaking community's encounter with the factory phenomenon from the
perspective of the dominant factors in Giddens' structural theory.

Research Method: This research is of applied purpose and descriptive-analytical nature
and method. Its information was collected through the library method, and its
qualitative analysis was conducted through the theory testing method.

Findings: According to the research findings, glassmaking was performed in small
workshops by master craftsmen before the Industrial Revolution. After the
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developments of the Industrial Revolution, the interaction between the designer-artist
and the workshops that had become mass glass production factories increased, and the
glass artist was present in the factory as a designer.

Statement of the problem: The flow of glass art in the West was formed based on the
interaction between human factors and effective structures related to this field. With
the rise of the machine, the role of the artist as a designer in interacting with glass
factories was initially explained, and then the artist's search for a space independent of
the factory and the use of glass as a medium to express new and creative ideas in
making a work of art formed the foundations of the flow of contemporary glass art in
the West. In examining Anthony Giddens' theory of structuration, he tried to combine
micro and macro issues such as action and structure. Giddens begins his work by
distinguishing between macro theories such as structural functionalism and
structuralism and micro theories such as symbolic interactionism and phenomenology.
He sees structuration theory as incompatible with both of these theories. Structure is
defined as the structuring properties that allow the boundaries of time and space to
operate in social systems. In the Western world, a brief study of the history of
contemporary glass art shows that with the introduction of technology into traditional
industries, changes occur in the position and role of the artist in the process of creating
a work of art. After the Industrial Revolution and simultaneously with the arts and
crafts movement seeking the artist's contribution to the industrial world, some artists
designed and conceptualized works in factories as designers. Glass factories also
became glass factories with the introduction of industry. Therefore, the contemporary
Western artist, in order to use glass as a medium to create a work that has a special
nature and is distinct from other materials, tries to learn the skills and methods of
making glass works in an educational environment and in a short period of time.
Therefore, the purpose of this research is to evaluate the status of the traditional glass
art community during the Industrial Revolution in the face of the factory phenomenon,
which is based on this, and seeks to answer the question:

Research Question: What was the impact of the Industrial Revolution on glass art when
facing the factory phenomenon from the perspective of Giddens' structuration theory?
In order to answer the research question, the study corpus is based on Giddens'
structuration theory and the study of the developments and events of the Industrial
Revolution.

Research Methodology: The type of the present research is applied based on its
purpose and descriptive-analytical based on its nature and method. Data analysis is
qualitative. Its information collection was done through the library method.

Findings: The findings of the study reveal that with the beginning of the Industrial
Revolution, which Giddens called the reproduction of structure in his structuration
theory, components such as mechanical innovations, a decrease in the need for skill
and, as a result, a decrease in the production of glass by the free-blowing method, the
devaluation of skill, an unprecedented and continuous increase in the growth rate of
goods production, an increase in industrial-applied products, new methods of
organizing the workforce, and the need for specialized labor, man was presented as a
machine. These components are referred to as structural characteristics in accordance
with Giddens' structuration theory. In the industrial division of labor system, the
different parts of glass production are divided into activities specific to each person,
and as a result, glassmaking becomes a group activity, which is another structural
characteristic of the new system. Glass forms were produced by master craftsmen and

Vol. 17, No.3, Autumn 2025, Serial No. 48

(]
w



Vol. 17, No.3, Autumn 2025, Serial No. 48

©
~

designers who never touched the glass, which Giddens called the role of an actor in
the structure in his structuration theory. In fact, the influential role of the artist was
focused from intervention in the design and construction process to intervention in
design, and the role of construction was taken over by the machine.

The glass industry's attempt to join contemporary developments and movements,
including the arts and crafts movement, from Giddens' perspective, is actually the
intentional action of the actors of the structure, which led to the presence of artists such
as Gallé, Tiffany, and Lalique in the factories by accepting the role of the designer
artist. In this period, the artist actually accepts the change in the type of his action in
the structure. The participation, close relationship, and combination of the master
craftsman and the designer artist in interacting with the factory led to the learning of
the characteristics and nature of glass by the designer artists, which, from Giddens'
perspective, is the same two-way interaction of the actor and the structure that leads to
the reproduction of the structure. Giddens' theory of structuration for the
transformation of the structure mentions the mutual promotion of the structure and
human factors, and during this period, the factories started glass training schools to
train their employees and designer artists. These preparations provided the desire of
the designer artists for a spontaneous event [intentional action] and freedom in design
for the independent and creative expression of the artist, which found concrete
expression with the glass studio movement. The interaction between the artist and the
factory led to the completion of the skills and technical knowledge of glass artists and
the formation of a new structure called the studio glass movement.

Research results: The limited and practical needs of the market and the primitive
technology in interaction with the skill level and training methods of the traditional
glassmaker led to the production of the glassmaking system before the Industrial
Revolution. According to the concept of the duality of construction in Giddens' theory,
the structural properties of the traditional glassmaking profession are both the means
and the result of the practices that constitute the aforementioned systems. In this period
of the history of glass, when technology and industry did not have a place in the
professions and jobs, glassmaking was prevalent as a profession for making containers
and functional works.

The most important key to understanding the transformations and changes that have
led to the development of the contemporary glass art movement is to address the
relationship between human action and social construction. In social systems, the
"glassmaking profession™ is observed after the Industrial Revolution with the nature
of the "glass industry," and in the second half of the twentieth century, with the mutual
interaction of existing rules and resources, it leads to the production of a new structure
and the development of the "glass art” movement. In the middle of the 19th century,
European glass factories sought to benefit from their structural characteristics, such as
new technologies, craftsmen, and high-quality glass, in order to develop their structure
as a deliberate action in seeking to join artistic events by producing decorative products
and reviving historical styles. In his theory, Giddens introduces the actor as a factor
for the production and reproduction of the structure. Artists, as actors outside the
structure, interacted with the factory structure to create their works in the role of
"designer artist.”" The factories' desire to create this interaction was aimed at promoting
and growing both the structure and the actor

Keywords: Glass art, contemporary Western glass, Industrial Revolution,
structuration theory, Anthony Giddens.
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