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Abstract
Iranian carpets, inspired by nature and the universe, encapsulate the worldview and

culture of Iran, illustrating sacred sites, deities, beliefs, aspirations, and fears. Myths,
as the ancient humans' faith and effort to comprehend the surrounding world, have
been symbolically drawn from nature and beliefs to shape mythology. These sacred
stories narrate the origins of gods, supernatural beings, the universe, animals, plants,
and human customs. Iranian myths significantly influenced Iranian art and culture,
portraying a sacred and harmonious world distinct from the profane and mundane,
creating a unified order in existence. Myths guide us toward uncovering eternal truths,
offering a path to recognizing absolute reality in the modern world by reviving myths
through sacred and profane concepts. Studies reveal that the religious beliefs and
rituals of ancient Iranians have profoundly impacted the motifs of Iranian carpets to
this day. This research explores the importance of understanding the ancient and
authentic patterns of Arak carpets, particularly those from Farahan, from a
mythological perspective. Recognized as one of Iran's significant carpet-weaving
schools over the past 200 years, Arak's weaving tradition underscores the need to
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comprehend the hidden meanings in these carpets and their motifs. Given the fading
prominence of certain unique patterns from this region in recent decades, examining
their meanings can contribute to revitalizing and reintroducing these designs to
enthusiasts and researchers. Among the diverse designs of Arak's carpet-weaving
tradition, the Herati pattern (Mahi Darham) was chosen for analysis. Given the
alignment of Mircea Eliade's mythological perspectives with ancient Iranian myths
and symbolic motifs, this study examines how mythological symbols and motifs
influenced the Herati design of Arak carpets, particularly the trinity of the fish, lotus,
and water, from Eliade's viewpoint.

The present research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology with a mythological
approach and employs a comparative study framework to achieve a comparative
understanding of its subject. Given its historical nature, data collection relies on
documentary methods, encompassing library research. Tools for data collection
include note-taking, gathering available images of Arak carpets, photography,
scanning, and utilizing archived image collections from Iranian art and carpet
museums, as well as collections from Iranian art museums worldwide.

To this end, the study provides a brief introduction to myths and Eliade's mythological
framework, followed by an examination of the components of the Herati pattern. It
concludes with an analysis of these motifs from Eliade's perspective, aiming to
elucidate their symbolic significance and their role in perpetuating the cultural heritage
of Iranian carpets. The intricate interplay of fish, lotus, and water in Arak carpets can
be interpreted as a microcosm—a "small world"—a concept frequently emphasized by
Mircea Eliade. This design transcends mere decoration, offering a visual
representation of a sacred cosmos where all elements coexist in balance and harmony.
Based on this perspective and informed by Eliade’s insights, the combination of these
motifs symbolizes humanity's eternal yearning for paradise. Across human beliefs,
paradise is consistently depicted as a lush garden with flowing streams, thriving plants,
and vibrant animals living in an ideal state of existence.

Ultimately, the fish, lotus, and pool—abstractly woven into the carpet as leaves,
flowers, and lozenges—represent that paradise Eliade considers the ultimate longing
of humankind. Humanity's perpetual effort to reconstruct or emulate the sacred space
reflects its desire to transcend the mundane and dwell in a divine realm. By turning to
sacred symbols such as the holy tree or primordial waters, humans seek solace from
the pain of losing this divine space and aspire to an eternal life in a timeless, sacred
state. This pursuit is achieved through the repetition of archetypal acts within sacred
spaces. In this context, the carpet serves as a ritualistic medium, connecting the worldly
with the divine and evoking Eliade’s sacred space. The symbolic elements in Arak
carpets invite viewers to reflect and participate in a mythological narrative. The act of
weaving itself begins the process of creating the envisioned paradise, with the weaver
engaging in a sacred act. The Herati pattern in Arak carpets consists of three main
recurring visual elements: leaf, flower, and lozenge. While these motifs are described
with geometric terms in modern carpet designs, they may symbolically represent
ancient forms and meanings. The leaf might signify a fish, the lozenge a pool of water,
and the flower a lotus. This study sought to analyze the mythological content of these
geometric motifs, their ancient underpinnings, and the reasoning behind their
arrangement alongside one another in the carpet design. To align Mircea Eliade’s
mythological perspectives with the complex Herati motifs in Arak carpets—including
fish, lotus, and water—the study interprets these forms through the lens of sacred



symbols, myths, and archetypes as defined by Eliade. Carpets featuring fish and lotus
motifs can, within Eliade’s mythological framework, symbolize higher concepts
embedded in religions, rituals, and myths. These symbols, while enigmatic, also
enhance the aesthetic and enduring appeal of the carpets. The fish symbolizes fertility
and purity, while the lotus signifies growth and rebirth. Together, these motifs visually
encapsulate transcendent values, sacredness, eternity, and the cycle of life. In ancient
cultures and myths, fish and water are often associated with femininity and purity. As
such, the combination of fish and lotus motifs conveys themes of immortality, life, and
sanctity, reflecting an enduring human aspiration for protection against evil forces and
alignment with divine harmony. The lotus, in particular, embodies peace, purity, and
serenity. Despite growing from the murky depths of a pond, it blooms in immaculate
purity, facing the heavens. Myths, as timeless and placeless symbols, continue to
resonate with humanity, particularly those involving plants and animals, due to their
intrinsic connection to nature and divinity. Across cultures, plant and animal myths are
linked to creation stories and hold profound sacredness, serving as mediators between
humanity and the divine.

Eliade argues that humans can draw closer to the sacred essence of the divine by
discerning patterns in nature. This study demonstrates that the symbolic meanings in
Arak carpets align closely with Eliade’s views, revealing shared interpretations of
myths among ancient cultures. These myths, stemming from universal human
experiences, consistently address similar existential questions. For instance, the lotus
in Iranian myths, as in other traditions, represents peace and harmony, often associated
with the birth of deities. Meanwhile, water symbolizes life and vitality. The
congregation of plants alongside fish in the Herati pattern evokes paradisiacal ponds,
drawing humanity closer to the center of existence. Myths offer descriptions of
paradise, enabling humans to transcend mundane times and re-enter an archetypal,
primordial era. Through symbolic representations of gods and sanctities, individuals
attempt to bring their thoughts and surroundings closer to the divine. Thus, the carpet,
by incorporating symbols of the sacred, becomes a holy space where stepping upon it
evokes an encounter with the divine and the spiritual origins of creation. The motifs of
fish, lotus, and water emerge as archetypal symbols, global myths, and connections
between the worldly and the divine. This duality transforms the carpet into both a
practical object and a mythological statement, embodying Eliade’s perspective on art
and mythology as portals to the sacred dimensions of human existence. The Arak
carpet, in this context, can be seen as a sacred space where mythological elements
converge, rendering it an object of meditation or ritual. The repetition and harmony of
motifs across its surface reflect the cyclical and eternal nature of myths, as envisioned
by Eliade. The carpet serves as a microcosm of larger cosmic truths, weaving a
narrative of creation, renewal, and paradisiacal transcendence. By aligning Eliade’s
theories with the mythological traditions of Iranian schools, it becomes evident that
the meanings of motifs and symbols were remarkably consistent or at least analogous
across ancient cultures and religious philosophies. These motifs, often abstracted over
time, sought to recreate descriptions of the primordial paradise within everyday life,
bringing blessings and sacredness to those who tread upon them. Ultimately, the
integration of Eliade’s theories with the motifs of Arak carpets reveals the profound
cultural and mythological depth of this uniquely Iranian art form.

Keywords: Arak Carpet, Mythology, Mircea Eliade, Intricate Fish Pattern(Mahi
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