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Abstract

The pottery artworks of the Seljuk period, one of the glorious periods of Iranian art,
are very important. The decorations and forms used in such artworks are a good
reflection of the views and the social attitude of the society of the time. The present
study examines the Mother and Child terracotta statuettes belonging to the Seljuk
period, and its purpose is to investigate their utilization, criticize the researchers'
viewpoints about this type of artworks, and finally, to identify the main identity of the
owner of the figures based on the study of texts related to the Seljuk period. To achieve
these purposes, the iconography method of Erwin Panofsky has been benefitted. These
questions are raised about this topic: 1) what is the purpose of making Mother and
Child Terracotta Figures? 2) And what was their usage? This qualitative research has
gained a descriptive-analytical method, and gatherd data through archival library
documents.

. According to the comparison of the figurines with similar examples, as well as
criticizing and reviewing the past discussions about the function of this category of
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figurines, and also according to the type of clothes and make-up, and matching with
the pictures of this period it can be concluded that they , are not a ususal mother and
child, and thus according to the details of the motifs, it can be a court lady. Also, these
containers cannot be introduced as Rhytons. In the end, it should be said that due to
the custom of making the figures of the kings in this dynasty, the figures discussed in
this research could be the figure of Turkan Khatun (wife of Malik Shah I, Sultan of the
Seljuk Empire) and her infant son Mahmud.

Key words: The Seljuks of Iran, Women, Panofsky's Iconology, Mother and Child
Terracotta Figures, Turkan Khatun

Introduction

The figures of mother and child of the Seljuk era, in addition to having visual
characteristics, due to having many types of colors and glazes and special decorations,
the type of clothing on the body and the posture of the figure, can provide valuable
information in relation to the cultural-political and social conditions of the timeNo
studies have been done about the nature and purpose of their construction, except for
a few cases that are described with other examples. In this research, an attempt is made
to investigate and use these types of works beyond the meaning of their appearance by
using Panofsky's iconological method.The main purpose of this article is to extract
visual components arising from cultural contexts and the causes of their appearance
on Seljuk mother and child figures, based on Panofsky's iconological theory.
Research questions

The questions raised about this topic are: 1) what is the purpose of making Mother and
Child Terracotta Figures? 2) And what was their usage?

Research method

The research method is descriptive-analytical, with a historical approach and based on
the iconological method of analysis. The analysis of the findings has been done in a
qualitative way and the method of data collection is based on library studies.
Findings

The terracotta figures mentioned earlier are figures of a woman breastfeeding a young
child, which were made during the Seljuk empire in Iran and in the cities of Kashan,
Rey and Jorjan, which were important centers of pottery during the period. By
examining the samples, it can be seen that all the figures are sitting on four knees or
two. They are holding and breastfeeding their child. Usually, the child's head is on the
left side of the body and on the mother's breast. They wear a long dress with a variety
of floral decorations.

Gibson (2011), in his hypothesis, explains the reason for making the figures of Mother
and Child was due to the dangers that threatened pregnancy. He also states that
pregnant women used these containers to sip some kind of drink, by drinking of
whichtheir wish, which was the health of the mother and child after birth, was granted
(Gibson, 2011: 24). According to the definitions, types of Rhyton structures, and
considering that the construction of these types of figures did not continue in the
following periods, this theory cannot be true and the terracotta figures of mother and
child cannot be a variety of Rhyton; it is possible to justify the presence of women in
works of art such as terracotta figures, in addition to patterns on terracotta and
paintings. In the artworks and in everyday scenes belonging to this period, the role of
high-ranking ladies has been used to a large extent, which reflects the position and
rank of women in the structure of the government and society in the Seljuk period. The
important point in these figures is that according to the type of clothing and decoration,
most of them are court ladies who are depicted with a single homogeneity; because the
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luxurious clothes of the women of this period are a confirmation of their high social
status. They can also be compared with the figures of kings such as Tughril Beg. In
order to justify the creation and spread of figurines, especially those of women, the
social and political status of the society and the position of women should also be
explained. One of the topics that can be discussed about court ladies, especially Turkan
Khatun, is her position in the Seljuk government.

In the studied figurines, the artist's attention is considered to be on the breastfeeding,
and an emphasis on the way the Seljuk society thinks about the fundamental role of
mother in raising children, and ofcourse the society. The woman in the form of a
human body, which gives birth to the other half, is in a position beyond any ethnicity,
nationality and race. Giving birth and raising is a part of a woman’s life that cannot be
denied, but by relying on the remaining signs of the Seljuk thought, the role of women,
apart from the function of reproducing the human race, can be seen in the structure of
society, the infrastructure of culture and civilization, and the beliefs of the ancients. In
the figurines of mother and child, which reflect the specific task of women, including
child raising, their creation may be considered as a sign of the importance of this role
in the Seljuk period. It seems that these figures are court ladies with their child.
according to the resources,, the affairs, Emirs and ministers were under the command
of Khatun, after the death of Malik Shah I, Sultan of the Seljuk Empire. In addition,
Khatun herself was born as a king, and according to Turk ceremonies, she had priority
over other children of the deceased. However, we find out that the infant of Turkan
Khatun (Mahmud) was one of the Seljuk sultans in a later period. But Turkan Khatun,
who was called Turkan Khatun Jalali, was a Seljuk Sultan because of her tact and
wisdom.

Conclusion

It can be concluded that these figures, mother and child, were not typical and according
to the type of details of the role, they were courtly and special women. Upon further
study, it is more likely that it was used to create a specific mother and child from a
royal family. Also, by studying the relationship between the archetypal mother and its
combined social role and the cultural depth of the aforementioned figures and the
reasons for accepting the role of women in the society and the importance of the
mother's social duties in the Seljuk society, it can be said that the need to produce these
figures has been felt. In addition, in the history of the Seljuk Turks and their attitude
towards women, as well as the Iranian view of women and mothers, which shows itself
in poetry and literature, there is a mother who raised her two-year-old child to the
throne after the death of the Sultan (about 484 AH) and she is none other than Turkan
Khatun who is mentioned as Sultan in Seljuk history. She is the wife of Malik Shah I,
Sultan of the Seljuk Empire, and the mother of Mahmud I. Considering the position of
court ladies and especially Turkan Khatun in the developments of the Seljuk period
and the task of raising Jafar, the son of Caliph Al-Mugtadi (granddaughter of Malik
Shah), as well as her efforts to enthrone Mahmud, who brought him to the throne in
his childhood and after the death of the sultan; and also, since it was customary to
make figures of kings in this period (many figures of Tughril), the figures of the
question of the research can be attributed to this court lady who was once practically
a Seljuk sultan (held the duties of a sultan).

Keywords: Seljuks of Iran, women, Panofsky's iconology, terracotta figures of mother
and child, Turkan Khatun



