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Abstract

Drawing works that are illustrated independently of manuscripts are single pictures.
The significance of drawings is related not only to the style but also to their subject. In
independent drawing, the line element is superior to color, and the drawing is often
done in a dark monochrome with a combination. In the Iranian painting period, the
Jalairi school was one of the first schools in which the Divan of Sultan Ahmad Jalair
is particularly illustrated with the element of the line. In the Timurid period, painters
such as Abdul Hai, Shah Mozaffar, Vali Mosvar, and Behzad executed drawings that,
although they are not abundant compared to paintings, became the basis for important
changes in the later period. In the Safavid era, with the decline of Shah Tahmasab I's
inclination towards colorful paintings, which often had court and literary themes, the
process of painting changed, and drawings gained more presence than paintings. The
perfection of independent drawing was due to artists such as Mohammadi, Sadeghi
Beg, and Reza Abbasi. The term independent for Safavid-era drawings refers to things
like: a) media, b) style, c) topic, d) presentation format.

a) In these paintings, the drawing is not considered as a preliminary plan for the
painting, but it is an independent method and material that the painter used for
illustration.

b) In terms of style, the element of line in the drawing has an inherent presence and
plays an independent role, ¢) Drawings did not represent part of a story because
drawings, separated from literary, historical, etc., had independent and often distinct
subjects from court preferences. These included describing a single event in the daily
lives of ordinary people, drawing a character or a craftsman, and so on. In contrast to
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paintings, these works depicted the majority of the non-royal segment of society.
Ordinary people are shown in everyday events.

Actually, the painters represented public events in the framework of Persian painting
as an official space. Acceptance of independent drawings met with favor not only in
the Safavid court but also outside the borders of Iran, particularly in the Mughal
Empire of India and among local kings and rulers, and the business of Sadeghi Beig's
drawings was one of the important results of this. Sadeghi Beig and Reza Abbasi were
renowned painters whose works were bought by the Indian court. More attention to
drawing took place during the reigns of Akbar and Jahangir Shah and among the local
rulers of the Deccan, such as the Sultanate of Ahmadnagar.

This admiration was due to two factors for the Gurkan kings: the first is the paintings
that were presented to the Mughal kings as gifts from the Safavid kings a long time
ago, such as the works of Kamal ud-Din Behzad and Muhammadi Haravi. These
include Homayoun Shah's welcome for the drawings and paintings that were sent to
him as a gift from King Tahmasb. The important point in this gift is related to the
unusualness of the donated pictures, because in most of the customary artistic dealings
in the court, such as the presentation of the Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasbi to the

Ottoman Sultan Selim 11, illustrated versions with bright colors were preferred. But
this time, in Shah Tahmasb's offering, Mughal Humayun Shah was given several
drawings.

The second case was related to the painters who, with their presence in the Mughal
court, created a change in the context of the themes favored by the court, and Mirysed
Ali was one of the most important of them. Other factors also referred to the political
relations of these two courts. In other words, the presence of drawings in India was
due to the effective political and commercial relations that had long existed among the
kings of both countries and between the Safavid kings and Mughal India, who referred
to each other as brothers. The expansion of political relations also affected commercial
relations, and numerous caravanserais were built in Isfahan during the Safavid era. In
these places, Indian traders were also present for commercial activities, including the
purchase of Iranian painting and drawing.

According to the above, in the field of the study of Iranian and Indian painting,
significant research has been done. The most important aspect of their sharing is the
attention to paintings. But what has been neglected in this field is the attention to
independent drawing as another spectrum of painting art, whose presence can be seen
in the Safavid and Mughal courts. This study has been conducted with a historical
approach and a historical-comparative method. This method interprets evidence by
focusing on context. It often uses composite explanations in which the emergence of
the final case depends on the appearance of previous cases in a given time and place.
The historical-adaptive method is divided into eighteen types based on the logic of the
research, of which the present research is the fifth type. The fifth type of this method
is related to the past in terms of the time dimension, the type of data to the qualitative,
and the study unit to the multiplicity of low. Accordingly, this study was conducted in
the 16th century CE/10th century AH to the early 18th century CE/12th century AH.
It is considered that this coincides with the presence of independent drawings in the
two Safavid and Mughal courts. In collecting information for writing, library resources
and images were referred to on websites. In the process of reviewing the information
from the perspective of artistic contexts, the impact of drawings in the above-
mentioned discussion is also described. The visual samples have also been selected
according to the qualitative nature of the research with the desirable sampling method,
which shows the desired phenomenon in abundance, but not in an exceptional way.



However, this study focuses on the situation of independent drawings at the court of
the Gurkan Empire in India. It is vital to discuss the beneficial influence of drawing
art alongside Persian painting on Indian painting to examine this matter. Consequently,
the question arises as to what status and independent function drawings had in Mughal
schools in India. Were the independent drawings just marketed as commercial goods,
or did their influence on Iranian painting inspire changes in the Mughal school?

The findings indicate that the painting schools of Herat and Tabriz 11 played a role as
effective artistic backgrounds in accepting the independent drawings of the Safavid
era in the Mughal court. In this regard, what added to the artistic influence of these
schools was the temporary residence of Gurkan kings such as Babar Shah in Herat and
Humayun Shah in Tabriz. The achievement of this acquaintance was realized in two
cases: first, Homayoun Shah's request from Shah Tahmasb for the transfer of Ali and
Abdol Samad to India, and second, Homayoun Shah's welcome of the independent
drawing of Joana offered by Shah Tahmasb.

In fact, in the Mughal court, Mirsaid Ali transferred the pictorial traditions of Iran in
two dimensions of style and themes, which included the emergence of single-leaf
drawings with non-courtly themes. More importantly, these features and their
objective expression were revealed in the Nim-galam style. According to this style, the
non-royal class of Indian society was represented in separate drawings with a limited
number of figures. One of the favorite subjects of the Mughals, like the court of Iran,
were dervishes, musicians, and artisans. Although courtly themes were also seen, it
was mostly common people who were noticed by painters and their sponsors.

In the continuation of these changes, during the Akbari Shah era, and especially in the
time of Jahangir Shah, independent drawings represented the work of various social
classes, whose approaches reflected descriptive approaches. In fact, with the support
of the court, painters visualized the living society of the Jahangir period in their
drawings.

Keywords: Independent drawings, Sadeghi Beg, Mughal painting, Nim galam, Single
pictures
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