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Abstract
This research presents a comparative analysis of two seminal works: Al-
Ghazali’s Magsad al-Asna and Ibn Barrajan’s Sharz Asma’ Allah al-Husna.
The central question addressed is how methodological differences — Al-
Ghazali’s approach of idah (clarification), fa’ida (benefit), and tanbih
(admonition), versus Ibn Barrajan’s method of takhrij lughawz (philological
derivation), i tibar (contemplative  reflection), and ta ‘abbud (devotional
submission) — lead to the formation of two distinct epistemological ends.
The findings reveal that Al-Ghazali, through an ethical-mystical lens,
regards the Divine Names as a ladder for takhalluq bi-akhlaq Allzh (ethical
assimilation to divine attributes) and proximity to God, whereas lbn
Barrajan, adopting an ontological-linguistic perspective, emphasizes
ta‘abbud bi-asma’ Allah (unconditional devotion via the Names). This
fundamental distinction delineates two opposing spiritual trajectories:
a descending path from God to creation in Al-Ghazali’s framework, aimed
at cultivating the “deified human” (al-insgn al-muta’allih), and
an ascending path from creation to God in Ibn Barrajan’s system, oriented
toward realizing the “manifesting human” (al-insan al-muzhir). Although
both thinkers concur on the non-restrictive nature of the Divine Names (radd
al-tawqifiyya) and the collaboration of intellect and revelation, their
disagreements in ontological, linguistic, and epistemological foundations—
particularly concerning the derivation of names and letters—underscore two
fundamentally distinct intellectual constellations. These, in turn, yield two
modes of knowledge: acquired knowledge (ma rifa iktisabiyya) through
soul-purification in Al-Ghazali’s thought, and immediate, unveiling
knowledge (ma ‘rifa hudiriyya-kashfiyya) through divine manifestation in
Ibn Barrajan’s vision.

Keywords: Al-Ghazali, 1bn Barrajan, Divine Names (Asma’ al-
Husna), Takhallug, Ta‘abbud.
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