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Abstract
The lyric poetry of Attar of Nishapur, with its symbolic language and multi-
layered structure, offers a rich foundation for analyzing mystical texts
through contemporary theory. This research investigates the process of
meaning-making in Attar's ghazal and proposes a new model for reading
mystical texts by analyzing a selected ghazal within the framework of Paul
Ricoeur's theory of the "live metaphor.” The research method is qualitative
content analysis. Moving beyond Ricoeur's critique of traditional
"substitution" theories at the lexical level, the study focuses on the "tension
or interaction" theory at the levels of proposition and discourse. The selected
ghazal was chosen for its metaphorical complexity and its alignment with
Ricoeur's hermeneutic arc (Explanation, Understanding, Appropriation).

The findings reveal that the fundamental metaphors of this ghazal,
through the tension created by the interaction of two unrelated semantic
fields, realize three primary levels of meaning discovery: the creation of
ontological paradoxes, the mapping of an existential journey from the quest
for meaning to annihilation (fana), and the culmination where silence
becomes the highest language for perceiving truth, thus transforming the
mystical experience into a living discourse. By bridging hermeneutic
phenomenology and Eastern mysticism, this study assesses the capacity of
Ricoeur's theory to analyze transcendent concepts and, through a systematic
model, provides an analytical tool for mystical texts — a novel reading that
reveals the latent potential of the text in light of this theory.

Keywords: Attar of Nishapur, Paul Ricoeur, Live Metaphor, Hermeneutic
Arc, Ontological Interpretation.
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