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Abstract

Intersectionality is a theoretical and practical framework that has its roots in
critical race studies and feminist studies and is now widely used in various fields,
including drama analysis. This theory reminds us that individuals’ identities are
not constructed from a single identity marker but rather from a combination of
various factors such as gender, race, and social class. The interaction and mutual
influence of these factors can sometimes lead to the formation of intersectional
discriminations in an unequal society, which is a unique experience. Intersectionality,
as an approach in drama analysis, provides a lens to see the representation of
characters with multiple identities amidst these intertwined discriminations. The
present study, using a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to answer the question
of how the concepts of identity and intersectional discrimination are addressed in
the characterization of the play “Sweat.” The findings of this research reveal that
Lynn Nottage, in the play “Sweat,” has tried to portray multiple identities of workers
in a declining society and the intertwined discriminations associated with these
identities through intersectional characterization and highlighting the interaction
and mutual influence of various types of discrimination, such as gender, racial, and
economic discrimination. She has also reflected on the role of power, both within and
across domains of power, in shaping these discriminations. Determining the social
contexts with measures such as mentioning documented news and events that have
made it possible to relate the presentation of social inequality in a specific society
is another feature of this complex and profound play. Inequality that is not caused
by a single factor but is shaped by multiple factors. The necessity of social justice is
also highlighted by showing the consequences of neglecting marginalized characters,
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. This article is extracted from Rezvan Rostamzadeh’s master thesis, titled ‘Analyzing the Concepts of
Identity and Discrimination from the Perspective of Intersectionality in Characterization of Lynn Not-
tage’s play “Sweat”’. The thesis wassupervised by Dr. Narges Yazdi at Farabi International Campus of Iran
University of Art, Tehran, Iran.
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1. Black Feminism
4. Intersectionality
7. Sweat

5. Lynn Nottage
8. Pulitzer

2. Critical Race Theory
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3. Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw
6. Ruined
9. David B Smith

10. Intersectionality In The Dramas Of Mary Burrill, Alice Childress, And Pearl Cleage

11. Continuumjournal
14. By The Way, Meet Vera Stark

12. Teun Van Dijk

13. Patrick Colm Hogan

15. Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw

16. Demarginalizing The Intersection Of Race And Sex: A Black Feminist Critique Of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist
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Theory And Antiracist Politics
17. Intersection
18. Mapping The Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, And Violence Against Women Of Color

19. Black Power 20. Chicano Liberation 21. Red Power

22. Asian-American Movements 23. Chicana 24. Combahee-River-Collective

25. Patricia Hill Collins 26. Sirma Bilge 27. Multiple Identities

28. Relationality 29. Objectification 30. Commodification

31. Maureen Kentoff 32. Corporeality 33. International’s Press Office Amnesty
34. Brown University 35. Albright College. 36. Juilliard

37. Macarthur “Genius” Fellowship  38. Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship For Drama And Performance Art

39. Columbia University 40. Christopher Bigsby 41. Twenty-First Century American Playwrights
42. Jocelyn Buckner 43. A Critical Companion To Lynn Nottage

44. Sandra G Shannon, 45. An Intimate Look At The Plays Of Lynn Nottage

46. Discovering Silencing Between The Lines 47. Bar

48. Barman 49. Hegemonic 50. Disciplinary

51. Interpersonal 52. Berks County, Pennsylvania 53. Nativism

54. Xenophobia 55. Say Her Name
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