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Abstract

Before the death of Queen Elizabeth I, Shakespeare was primarily recognized as
an Elizabethan author. Once the Queen was dead in 1603 and James | claimed the
throne, Shakespeare’s character, social position, and works underwent significant
changes, making the Jacobean Shakespeare distinctly different from his Elizabethan
one. One of the major themes in Shakespeare’s plays during the early Jacobean pe-
riod is the general uncertainty regarding the new political stances and the future of
England ruled by James |__ an uncertainty that bears a striking resemblance to the
death of Queen Elizabeth Il in 2022. As new historicists claim, textuality of history as
well as historicity of a text have both been of prime significance for long. Although
the new historicist approach is applicable to any type of text or discourse from any
period of time, Louise Montrose and Stephen Greenblatt have mainly used it to ex-
amine the Renaissance Literature of the 16th Century England. This paper aims to ap-
ply a new historicist approach to three early Jacobean plays of Shakespeare; Measure
for Measure (1603), Timon of Athens (1605), and King Lear (1605), through which the
element of uncertainty has been focused on, just as well as the mutual effectiveness
of the eventfulness of the era and Shakespeare’s plays on one another. It seems that
not only did Shakespeare always base the main framework of his plays on a critical
reflection of contemporary political events and dubious instabilities, but this type of
reflective ideation sometimes even influenced the political and social events around
him. He also seems to have been able to exempt himself of the potential government
penalizations of the criticizing authors through his genius.
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1. Elizabeth 2. James 3. Mary 4. The Tudors
5. The Stewarts 6. Anne 7. William Shakespeare 8. Bolingbroke
9. Richard Il 10. Hamlet 11. Fortinbras 12. Measure for Measure
13. Timon of Athens 14. King Lear 15. Hayden White 16. Stephen Greenblatt
17. Louis A. Montrose ~ 18. Johnathan Goldberg 19. Stephen Orgel 20. Michel Foucault
21. Louis Althusser 22. Descriptive discourse 23. Critical Discourse 24. Archeology of Knowledge
25. Thomas Moore 26. Francis Bacon 27. Jacques Derrida 28. Sir Robert Cecil
29. The Gunpowder Plot 30. Macbeth 31. Antony and Cleopatra
32. Henry IV 33. Prospero 34. The Tempest 35. Isabella
36. Angelo 37. divine-right rectitude 38. George Whetstone
39. Promos and Cassandra 40. Heptameron of Civil Discourses
41. Vincentio 42. Escalus 43. Claudio 44, Juliet
45. Mariana 46. Lord Chamberlain  47.King’s Men 48. Basilikon Doron
49. Henry 50. Globe 51. Thomas Middleton  52. Life of Marcus Antonius
53. Plutarch 54. Misanthropos 55. Lucian 56. Alcibiades
57. Holinshed'’s Chronicle 58. The Mirror for Magistrates (1574)
59. Faerie Queene 60. The True Chronicle History of King Leir and his Three Daughters
61. Gloucester 62. Archadia 63. Cordelia 64. Octavius

65. Augustus Caesar 66. Malcolm
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