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Abstract

f]'f/ie study sought to investigate the impact of the political development crises understanding level

on political participation of Yasuj womens. The research population was women aged 18-65 in Yasuj,
from whom 384 people were selected as a sample using Cochran formula by random probability.
SPSS software and multivariate regression test were used to analyze data. Lucian Pye's theory in the
field of political development crises was used as the main basis of the theoretical framework in order
to measure concepts. Data collection was carried out using a researcher-made questionnaire whose
validity was calculated through content validity and its validity using Cronbach's alpha coefficient.
Based on the research findings, the variables were determined to be; Identity crisis, legitimacy crisis,
distribution crisis, and influence crisis have a significant negative effect on the dependent variable of
women's political participation in Yasuj city, while the participation crisis variable had a significant
direct effect on the dependent variable in the studied society. The dependent variables of the study
were able to explain 45% of the changes in the variable of women's political participation in Yasuj
city. Considering the negative effects of political development crises on women's political
participation, it is recommended to reduce such crises.
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1. Introduction

According to Lucian Pye, a country must successfully navigate a series of
crises to achieve meaningful political development. The level of individuals’
understanding of these crises can significantly influence their political
participation, either enhancing or hindering it. The effect of understanding
these crises on women’s political participation has received limited scholarly
attention, and the nuances of this influence remain underexplored. Yasuj, a
provincial center with consistently high political participation since the
Iranian Revolution, has not been examined from this perspective. Research
in this area can provide policymakers with valuable insights to improve
women’s political engagement. Therefore, this study investigates the impact
of women’s perception of political development crises in Yasuj, aiming to
identify both explicit and implicit factors affecting their political
participation.

2. Theoretical Framework

Lucian Pye identifies five crises—identity, legitimacy, participation,
distribution, and influence—as central to political development, each
significantly affecting political participation. Identity Crisis: Arises from the
tension between personal or group identity and membership in the political
community, affecting individuals’ sense of belonging. Legitimacy Crisis:
Linked to changes in authority, where political instability is accompanied by
a decline in perceived legitimacy. Participation Crisis: Occurs when the
number of political participants grows, manifesting through the rise of
political parties, mass movements, ethnic politicization, strikes, and public
demonstrations. Distribution Crisis: Emerges from the increasing material
demands of citizens and the state’s responsibility for their welfare. This
crisis has gained prominence with the establishment of welfare states,
requiring governments to ensure equitable distribution of resources and
economic opportunities. Influence Crisis: Refers to the capacity of modern
citizens to interact effectively with state institutions and their social and
material environment. Crises in identity, legitimacy, participation, or
distribution amplify limitations in citizens’ influence, highlighting gaps
between potential and actual political engagement.

3. Research Method

The study population consisted of women aged 18-65 in Yasuj. Using
Cochran’s formula and a multistage cluster random sampling method, 384
participants were selected. Data were collected via a 41-item researcher-
designed questionnaire, measuring the impact of the five crisis dimensions—
identity, legitimacy, participation, influence, and distribution—on women’s
political participation.

4. Analysis
Analysis The research variables, collectively, were able to explain
approximately 46% of the variations in the dependent variable, which is the
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political participation of women in Yasuj city. According to the multiple
regression analysis, the inverse effects of the following variables were
confirmed on women’s political participation: identity crisis of political
development, legitimacy crisis of political development, distribution crisis of
political development, and influence crisis of political development. It was
demonstrated that these four variables—identity crisis, legitimacy crisis,
distribution crisis, and influence crisis—had a reducing effect on the level of
women’s political participation. However, the participation crisis had a
positive effect on women’s political participation in Yasuj city. Regarding
the negative impact of the independent variables—identity crisis, legitimacy
crisis, distribution crisis, and influence crisis—on the dependent variable,
political participation, it can be interpreted that when individuals observe
crises in various domains, they feel that political participation is not very
beneficial. Based on the principle of rational choice theory, they abstain
from participation and prefer silence over engagement. On the other hand,
the positive effect of the independent variable, participation crisis, on
political participation can be explained as follows: when individuals feel that
participation is largely ineffective and are also influenced by negative
propaganda discouraging participation, they engage in political participation
partly to demonstrate the ineffectiveness of such propaganda and alleviate
their mental concern, and partly.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

The testing of the research hypotheses demonstrated that the identity crisis of
political development, the legitimacy crisis of political development, the
distribution crisis of political development, and the penetration crisis of
political development all have significant inverse effects on women’s
political participation. However, the inverse effect of the participation crisis
of political development on women’s political participation was not
empirically confirmed. In light of these findings, the following
recommendations are proposed: Based on the results of the first hypothesis,
reducing the identity crisis among women and the general public requires
avoiding factors that weaken national identity and undermine feelings of
attachment to the homeland. Regarding the second hypothesis, in order to
alleviate the legitimacy crisis, greater emphasis should be placed on
strengthening social cohesion and preserving the integrity of the political
system. In this context, special attention to the process of legitimacy-
building among younger generations and women can play a particularly
effective role. According to the results of the third hypothesis, reducing the
distribution crisis requires that political authorities refrain from transforming
material demands, minor cultural claims, and independent objectives into
politicized issues. With respect to the fourth hypothesis, addressing the
penetration crisis necessitates expanding and reinforcing opportunities for
national and regional political engagement, including council and
parliamentary elections, the organization of marches, and the issuance of
permits for lawful and approved public gatherings. Finally, although the fifth
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hypothesis did not confirm a significant inverse relationship, reducing the
participation crisis nonetheless requires that the ruling elite recognize the
demands and behaviors of individuals and groups seeking political
involvement as legal and legitimate. Consequently, political participation
should be facilitated for all members and segments of society, with particular
emphasis on women.
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