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ABSTRACT

|n the current era, ensuring urban security has changed into a complex
challenge in social management which requires citizen participation and
social capital beyond hardware approaches. This study aims to examine
the role of religious councils in strengthening social cohesion and public
security using Putnam’s theoretical framework of social capital and a
qualitative corpus-based method. Data were collected through
interviews with 35 council members, the clergy, and law enforcement
officials, participant observation, and document analysis. The findings
indicate that religious councils can perform as the “cultural police”
through collective rituals, the production of resistance discourse, and the
creation of trust networks and contribute to reducing crime and
increasing the psychological security of society. Furthermore,
integrating the cultural functions of the councils with the security
system can form a local model of sustainable security with public
participation. In this model, given Iran's Shiite identity, a balance
between preserving Islamic identity and flexibility in cultural changes
becomes necessary. Of course, challenges such as individualism, the
influence of Western lifestyles, and weak interaction with security
institutions limit the effectiveness of these institutions. In this regard,
strategies such as training clergy in communication skills, designing
joint campaigns with the police, and using modern arts to attract young
people can be helpful.

Keywords: Religious councils, social capital, urban security, social
cohesion.
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1- Social capital
2- Robert D. Putnam
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6- Theoretical Saturation
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