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Abstract

Background and Objectives: This study examines the role of social and
cultural factors in recidivism and return to prison in the city of llam—an
issue that has long been one of the major concerns of judicial and law
enforcement authorities. Accordingly, the main objective of this research is
to investigate the influence of social and cultural factors on the re-
incarceration of former prisoners.

Method: The present study is applied in purpose, descriptive in nature, and
quantitative in method. The statistical population consisted of all male
prisoners in llam City who had been repeatedly incarcerated, totaling 265
individuals. Based on Cochran’s formula, a sample of 158 participants was
determined and selected through convenience sampling. The validity of the
research instrument was confirmed through face validity, and reliability
was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha test, yielding coefficients of 0.78 for
cultural factors and 0.80 for social factors.

Findings: Association and interaction with other inmates, as well as the
experience of prison life, ranked as the most significant factors in
recidivism and re-incarceration (return to prison) in llam City, whereas the
level of education was the least significant. Moreover, social support,
education and training programs, prison services, social control and
supervision, and family support were found to influence recidivism. There
was also an inverse relationship between educational level and
recidivism—indicating that higher levels of education are associated with
lower rates of repeat offending.

Results: The findings suggest that being single reduces emotional
attachment to family and increases personal freedom in committing crimes.
Furthermore, the social rejection of former prisoners by family, friends, and
acquaintances widens their distance from society and heightens the
likelihood of reoffending. Interaction with other inmates also plays a key
role in recidivism, as deviant behavior can be learned; through such
associations, individuals become familiar with new methods, tools, and
techniques of criminal activity.
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