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Abstract

One of the jurisprudential rules that permeates various areas of Islamic
jurisprudence and by means of which an initial ruling may be altered is
the rule of “the prohibition and invalidity of what necessarily entails
corruption (mafsada).” Despite its application in the process of legal
inference across different chapters of jurisprudence, this rule—like some
others—has been deprived of independent examination and even of being
formally recognized as a distinct jurisprudential rule. The present study,
employing a descriptive—analytical method and drawing on library
sources, seeks, as an albeit preliminary effort, first to present the historical
background of this rule in Imamiya jurisprudence and to explain the
lexical and jurisprudential meanings of mafsada; second, to establish its
status as a jurisprudential rule through various forms of evidence, both
textual (lafzi) and rational (labbi); third, to clarify its scope by outlining
the conditions and criteria for its application; and fourth, to present some
of its applications—both governmental and non-governmental—which are

— Farahnak, A.r(2025). The jurisprudential rule of “the prohibition and invalidity of what necessarily
entails corruption (mafsada)”. Figh, 32(4), 163-190. https://doi.org/10.22081/jf.2026.72428.2948

[ Article Type: Research; Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
[=] Received: 2025/07/22 e Revised: 2025/10/11 o Accepted: 2026/01/25 eOnline Publication: 2026/01/28

© 2025
authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights

www.jf.isca.ac.ir


https://orcid.org/0009-0008-6654-2035

largely derived from an examination of Imamiya jurisprudential texts.
According to this rule, permissibility—whether in a prescriptive sense
(permissibility in the broad sense) or in a declaratory sense (validity and
enforceability)—is transformed into prescriptive prohibition and
declaratory prohibition (invalidity) whenever it entails a binding or
decisive corruption (mafsada mulzima). A key element of this study is the
clarification of the concept of mafsada and its various dimensions,
including: whether actual occurrence of corruption is required or not;
whether certainty regarding corruption is necessary; whether corruption is
general or individual in nature; the applicability of the rule to omissions as
well as actions; the inclusion of corruption affecting the agent, others, or
both; the authority responsible for determining corruption; the resolution
of conflicts between an existing benefit and an anticipated corruption; and
the relationship between corruption, harm, and sin. This rule is
particularly applicable in various domains of governance, including
legislation and executive decision-making, and its observance can prevent
the emergence of numerous forms of disorder. In comparison with related
concepts and rules such as “the effective prerequisite (mugaddima
mawsila),” “the forbidden prerequisite (imugaddima haram),” “blocking
the means (sadd al-dhara’’),” and “the cause of the forbidden is itself
forbidden (sabab al-fharam haram),” this rule has been treated differently
both theoretically and practically.

Keywords
Entailment of corruption; conflict of corruption; forbidden prerequisite;
blocking the means; cause of the forbidden.
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