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Abstract

The tax system, as one of the fundamental pillars of any country, plays a crucial role in
providing government financial resources and achieving economic objectives. In Iran, the
tax system faces numerous challenges and issues that require comprehensive review and
fundamental reforms. This article identifies macro trends and explores the future of Iran’s
tax system from an economic perspective. The research adopts an applied purpose, a
descriptive-survey data collection method, and a mixed-data approach. Future-shaping
driving forces influencing Iran’s tax system over the next 20 years were identified in 2023
using expert panels, open-ended questionnaires, interviews, and the fuzzy Delphi method.
For expert selection, judgmental and snowball sampling techniques were employed,
targeting university professors, PhD students in accounting, staff of the Iranian National
Tax Administration, members of the Iranian Association of Certified Public Accountants,
and professionals in tax accounting, with sampling continuing until theoretical saturation
was reached. Findings based on expert opinions indicate that the expansion of small and
medium-sized enterprises, knowledge-based firms, and startups, the growth of foreign
investment and related tax policies and incentives, as well as reforms in banking
supervision and the structural economy, are among the most influential driving forces for
the future. Moreover, globalization and the lifting of sanctions, privatization of large state-
owned enterprises and downsizing of the government, expansion of domestic and
international stock exchanges, investment in infrastructure, development of international
trade, and the growth of value assessment domains and trade complexity occupy
subsequent positions in shaping the future tax system.
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