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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In today’s competitive world, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMES) are recognized as one of
the most important drivers of economic growth and quality of life improvement. However, these
companies face numerous challenges due to a lack of tangible and intangible resources, which can
limit their development and performance. Additionally, increasing environmental issues and social
pressures have prompted businesses to seek solutions that balance economic growth with
sustainability. Organizations can no longer focus solely on financial objectives; they must also
consider the environmental and social dimensions of their performance to remain competitive in the
long term. One innovative approach to overcoming resource limitations and moving toward
sustainability is entrepreneurial bricolage. Bricolage enables companies to creatively leverage
existing resources, bypass traditional constraints, and identify and exploit new opportunities. This
capability can play a decisive role in the success of SMEs, which often face more limited resources.
On the other hand, identifying entrepreneurial opportunities is a key factor in the growth and
development of businesses. Organizations that can promptly recognize environmental changes and
market needs are more likely to achieve sustainable and competitive performance. Moreover, green
entrepreneurial orientation, which emphasizes eco-friendly innovations and social responsibility, can
act as a moderating factor in the impact of bricolage on sustainable performance. Therefore, the
purpose of this study is to examine the effect of entrepreneurial bricolage on sustainable
entrepreneurial performance. In addition, this research analyzes the role of entrepreneurial
opportunity identification as a mediating variable and green entrepreneurial orientation as a
moderating variable in this relationship.

Research Method

This study is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-correlational in terms of methodology. The
statistical population of this research consists of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMES)
operating in industrial towns of Tehran. Data were collected using a questionnaire designed based on
previous studies, which was distributed among managers and experts of the companies. In this
regard, 200 questionnaires were distributed, out of which 110 complete and analyzable
guestionnaires were obtained and selected as the statistical sample of the study. The content validity
of the questionnaire was assessed and confirmed using expert opinions. For reliability evaluation,
Cronbach's alpha and composite reliability were used. To analyze the data and test the research
hypotheses, the Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) method and Smart PLS 4 software were
employed.

Results and Discussion

The results of data analysis revealed that entrepreneurial bricolage has a positive and significant
effect on sustainable entrepreneurial performance. This finding indicates that SMEs can manage
their resource limitations and leverage potential capacities to improve sustainable performance by
adopting entrepreneurial bricolage strategies. In other words, the creative use of available resources
not only contributes to the growth and sustainability of businesses but also enables challenges to be
transformed into innovative opportunities, thereby creating a sustainable competitive advantage in
dynamic environments. Additionally, entrepreneurial opportunity identification plays a mediating
role in this relationship, meaning that companies leveraging entrepreneurial bricolage are better able
to identify opportunities, thereby improving their sustainable performance. Furthermore, the findings
showed that green entrepreneurial orientation has a moderating role in the relationship between
entrepreneurial bricolage and sustainable entrepreneurial performance. This implies that companies
that, in addition to adopting a bricolage approach, incorporate environmental sustainability principles
into their activities, amplify the positive effects of bricolage on sustainable performance.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The results of this study indicate that small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) can enhance their
performance by leveraging entrepreneurial bricolage. In other words, the creative use of available
resources not only contributes to the growth and sustainability of businesses but also enables
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challenges to be transformed into innovative opportunities, thereby creating a sustainable
competitive advantage in dynamic environments. In this regard, it is recommended that companies
implement measures such as fostering a culture of innovation, establishing reward systems to
encourage creativity, and organizing training programs to develop problem-solving and decision-
making skills under uncertain conditions. On the other hand, entrepreneurial opportunity
identification plays a crucial role in the success of businesses, and companies that employ effective
mechanisms for this purpose can achieve a stronger position in competitive markets. Finally,
promoting a green entrepreneurial orientation can significantly contribute to the sustainable
performance of companies. To this end, organizations should integrate environmental strategies into
their business models, use sustainable raw materials and low-consumption processes, and offer eco-
friendly products and services. Adopting such approaches not only creates a competitive advantage
but also paves the way for sustainable development and the preservation of natural resources.
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