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Introduction

After the end of World War 11, in the 1950s to 1970s, the concept of development
was considered in the form of economic growth, but later development was
defined as a concept that pays attention to all economic, political, social and
cultural dimensions of a society. Development is a comprehensive process of
economic, social, cultural and political activities that aims to continuously
improve the lives of the entire population and the fair distribution of resources
is one of its main pillars. Therefore, development is a qualitative, comprehensive
concept that goes beyond the quantitative issue of growth, so we should not only

pay attention to the economic aspect of development. The main question of the

present study is what are the most important obstacles to the development of
South Khorasan Province that have overshadowed the development
management mechanism? The present study was conducted in the territorial
territory of South Khorasan Province and designed a model of effective criteria
on the development management mechanism of the province based on the fuzzy
Delphi method. One of the development strategies for South Khorasan Province
can be to identify the obstacles in the way of the province's development so that

policymakers can overcome them and achieve public satisfaction.

Methodology

This research is based on the fundamental objective and has an inductive
approach. Initially, the factors and components of the research were identified
and modified based on relevant domestic and foreign research and the opinions
of experts in the province. The statistical population of the research included
selected and specialized experts in the framework of the economic development
of the province who had characteristics such as availability, experience,
appropriateness of the field of study, research background, and executive
expertise in this field, totaling 54 people, whose opinions were used. In this
study, the census method was used to determine the sample size, and the sample
size was determined to be 54 people. In the process of extracting the
development management model of South Khorasan Province, the fuzzy Delphi
method was used. In this method, instead of referring to different people who
may not have the necessary information for the researcher, experts are referred
to; therefore, sampling occurs in a deliberate and selected manner. Referral to
experts continues until the researcher reaches theoretical saturation (consensus)
and concludes that nothing new will be discovered. Regarding the determination
of the sample size based on Grisham's (2009) view on the number of respondents
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to questionnaire questions in the field of Delphi technique, what is important in selecting sample members is their
unbiased response to the questions, their interest in the topic or subject under discussion, and most importantly,
their sufficient knowledge or information in the field under study; therefore, in some studies, at least 15 people are
considered as informed individuals (Safri et al., 2015). Therefore, in the present study, the number of 54

questionnaires that can be examined shows that in this respect, the results of this study can be relied upon.

Findings

The prioritization of the basic components affecting the development management of South Khorasan Province
was done from the perspective of elites and experts. High inflation rate, low investment, poverty, usury, low
productivity rate of production resources, high unemployment rate, class differences and corruption are the main
obstacles to the province's economic development. In the social sphere, the lack of railways, low level of security
and participation, and social cohesion and equality are the central problems of the province. Low quality of
bureaucracy, administrative corruption, low level of media freedom, ethnic and religious conflicts and tensions
are the main problems of the province's political sphere. The literacy rate, inventions and low scientific ranking of
universities in the scientific sphere are the most central concerns of the province's scientific and cultural sphere.
Diseases, vaccination, infant and maternal mortality, lack of medical and health centers and low level of primary
education are the most important issues and concerns in the field of health, treatment and education or human
development index.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results of the study indicate that high inflation rate, low investment, poverty, lack of railways, low level of
security and social equality, low quality of bureaucracy, administrative corruption, low level of media freedom,
ethnic and religious conflicts and tensions, low academic ranking of universities, diseases, vaccination, infant and
maternal mortality, lack of medical and health centers are obstacles and concerns for development in the economic,
social, political, scientific-cultural and human development fields in South Khorasan Province. Finally,
considering the analysis of statistical results extracted from the opinions of experts, it can be said that the most
effective factors or in other words the most important components that require more attention from provincial
officials are inflation rate, quality of bureaucracy, fight against infectious diseases and investment. Therefore, it
can be said that these four components will be among the main obstacles to the development of South Khorasan
Province. If they are not paid attention to, that is, if steps are not taken by national and provincial officials to reduce
the inflation rate, increase investment in the province, combat infectious diseases, and increase the quality of
bureaucracy, the path to development in South Khorasan Province will not be smooth. It can also be said that in
the development of South Khorasan Province, economic, political, and health criteria are more important than
other criteria.
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