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Abstract

This study aims to identify and analyze the contextual components influencing
collaborative water governance in Iran and highlights the potential of these
components as a foundation for designing innovative water sector policies. Initially,
based on semi-structured interviews with experts and thematic analysis, six
contextual domains were extracted: "political-institutional,” "social-civil," "legal and
regulatory," "administrative-executive," "cultural-values," and "technical approaches
to water resource management." Subsequently, using the Interpretive Structural
Modeling (ISM) method, the relationships among these components were analyzed.
The results indicated that the "political-institutional" and "social-civil" components
act as primary drivers with the greatest influence; the "legal and regulatory”
component occupies a middle position, serving as an intermediary between primary
drivers and more influenced factors. At the lowest level, the "cultural-values,"
"administrative-executive," and "technical approaches" components are mainly
influenced by others. This hierarchical structure underscores the importance of
policymakers focusing on key political and social components, compared to others,
for the innovative design and implementation of policies based on collaborative
governance in the water sector.
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