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Abstract

Purpose: In recent decades, knowledge-based companies have been recognized as the driving force behind the knowledge
economy and sustainable development. Despite the significant growth of these companies in Iran, the uneven distribution
of resources and concentration of activities in a few specific provinces pose a fundamental challenge to balanced regional
development. This study aims to rank Iran's provinces based on their potential for developing knowledge-based companies.

Methodology: To achieve this goal, five main criteria and 12 quantitative indicators were selected, whose validity and
importance were assessed through interviews with 12 experts and completion of questionnaires. For data analysis, the
VIKOR multi-criteria decision-making method and Shannon entropy technique were employed. The study population
comprised 31 provinces of the country.

Findings: The findings revealed that Tehran, Khorasan Razavi, Isfahan, Alborz, and Khuzestan ranked highest in terms of
the potential for developing knowledge-based companies. Conversely, Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad, South Khorasan, and
Ilam were placed at the lowest ranks. These results indicate a deep gap among provinces in access to scientific, financial, and
technological infrastructure. The overall conclusion emphasizes the necessity of designing resource allocation policies based
on regional potential.

Originality/Value: It is recommended that policymakers take practical steps toward reducing regional dispatities by
providing targeted facilities to deprived provinces, strengthening science and technology parks, and enhancing university—
industry collaboration. By employing the VIKOR model, this study can assist policymakers in optimal resource allocation
and narrowing developmental gaps.
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Table 3- Relevant indicators studied.
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Table 4- Results of the evaluation of criteria and indicators.
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Table 5- Demographic information of experts.
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Table 6- Decision Matrix.

C12 C11 C10 &) c8 C7__C6 C5 C4& C3 C2 Cl sl
Lo ool sy lyleel Caroz oba e Fhe L ks els Ly
S s SN alo pu oy bl Shs l eolisl oole o le wa,
Ak &6yl
9 ays
6/07 527 1 11972901 859594 1076 24 1 1 2 6 45 Jwo)] Al
6/23 5/72 5/8 15541523 3957798 4901 67 8 2 111 267 577 Ol A2
5/45 5/02 2/8 20095904 2152622 1778 23 2 3 87 151 246 sl A3
5/87 5/63 1/2 11805022 382394 718 19 3 1 0 2 22 ok Ad
6/07 5/58 3/5 7856044 2651220 4430 74 4 1 23 67 274 el A5
S
oll, S
5/92 4/62 2 12691127 2309404 2035 40 4 1 7 13 82 A6
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Table 6- Continued.
C12 cl1 C10 C9 c8 C7 C6 C5 C4 C3 C2 Cl .y
Lo Cool oo olylae! Copoz obe e Sl S ld el L
Mg goliT ko pu My b Sls el el el a,
AL &yl
298 3
6/1 5/02 6 39253831 885034 762 23 4 1 4 8 48 R A7
6/09 5/46 22/1 19862084 10896493 19492 140 19 14 525 1171 3340 ol A8
5/97 5/53 0/6 22089962 648678 969 17 3 1 7 11 46l 4> A9
G)L:-""‘% 9
6/64 4/49 0/5 19912618 506979 992 22 3 1 0 5 34 ol AlLD
T
5/9 5/03 4/9 11320700 4677835 4504 77 12 2 55 123 405 ol ALl
329
5/87 4/8 0/5 15276536 522796 744 20 3 1 1 3 28 oll,s  AlL2
s
5/77 5/25 14/8 27711923 3677224 3660 69 5 1 10 51 95 ol AL3
5/6 4174 1 13538057 751968 1435 20 5 2 11 17 90 ok Al4
5/96 4/61 0/9 7487261 540332 1960 23 4 2 11 31 75 Ol AL5
6/22 4/59 1/4 12849094 1803269 1950 29 4 1 0 0 39 5 leww  Al6
Oliwzrgh
6/16 4/99 a7 8345616 3644440 4139 90 8 1 18 78 269 oud AL7
6/04 4/99 1/5 7361445 941239 1270 28 2 1 33 49 83 ;9¥ AlS
5/88 5/21 1 7372782 1074390 1512 25 1 1 15 49 108 o Al9
6/27 5/17 0/9 7985230 1050071 1097 18 6 1 4 6 45  olws,s A0
5/78 4/67 31 4817558 2280803 3080 58 3 2 8 30 91 ok A21
6/04 5/09 1/5 6355106 1356047 1576 24 4 2 3 10 86  olul,s  A22
6/24 6/08 2/2 16637348 526981 736 16 2 1 1 2 14 a.lS,s  A23
Sl pg
6/05 4/69 1/2 12954158 1296468 1332 30 1 1 4 14 55 okls A4
6/07 5/28 212 8178624 1757519 2051 46 4 1 7 21 73 DS A2
5/87 5/25 11 4418958 1179212 1348 19 4 1 2 5 23 oy A26
6/15 4/98 3/3 7449345 2334629 3676 77 3 1 9 36 99 obssl  A27
5/79 4/99 1/9 11295620 1027965 1556 38 3 2 27 76 78 S’ A28
6/1 4/4 2 8719065 1375192 907 25 6 2 6 15 44 Brm  A29
5/95 5/08 1/2 7051973 1177798 1734 21 6 1 4 20 62 olea  A30
6/05 5/48 1/8 6820229 941947 1681 28 3 1 19 34 123 o A3l
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Table 7- Normalized decision matrix.

Ci12

Ci11

C10

C9

C8

C7

C6

C5

C4

C3

C2

C1

0/033
0/033
0/029
0/032
0/033
0/032
0/033
0/033
0/032
0/036
0/032
0/032
0/031
0/030
0/032
0/033
0/033
0/032
0/032
0/034
0/031
0/032
0/034
0/032
0/033
0/032
0/033
0/031
0/033
0/032
0/032

0/033
0/036
0/032
0/036
0/035
0/029
0/032
0/035
0/035
0/028
0/032
0/030
0/033
0/030
0/029
0/029
0/032
0/032
0/033
0/033
0/030
0/032
0/039
0/030
0/033
0/033
0/032
0/032
0/028
0/032
0/035

0/010
0/059
0/028
0/012
0/035
0/020
0/061
0/224
0/006
0/005
0/050
0/005
0/150
0/010
0/009
0/014
0/048
0/015
0/010
0/009
0/031
0/015
0/022
0/012
0/022
0/011
0/033
0/019
0/020
0/012
0/018

0/030
0/039
0/051
0/030
0/020
0/032
0/099
0/050
0/056
0/050
0/029
0/039
0/070
0/034
0/019
0/033
0/021
0/019
0/019
0/020
0/012
0/016
0/042
0/033
0/021
0/011
0/019
0/029
0/022
0/018
0/017

0/015
0/067
0/036
0/006
0/045
0/039
0/015
0/184
0/011
0/009
0/079
0/009
0/062
0/013
0/009
0/030
0/062
0/016
0/018
0/018
0/039
0/023
0/009
0/022
0/030
0/020
0/039
0/017
0/023
0/020
0/016

0/014
0/062
0/022
0/009
0/056
0/026
0/010
0/246
0/012
0/013
0/057
0/009
0/046
0/018
0/025
0/025
0/052
0/016
0/019
0/014
0/039
0/020
0/009
0/017
0/026
0/017
0/046
0/020
0/011
0/022
0/021

0/020
0/054
0/019
0/015
0/060
0/033
0/019
0/114
0/014
0/018
0/063
0/016
0/056
0/016
0/019
0/024
0/073
0/023
0/020
0/015
0/047
0/020
0/013
0/024
0/037
0/015
0/063
0/031
0/020
0/017
0/023

0/007
0/057
0/014
0/021
0/029
0/029
0/029
0/136
0/021
0/021
0/086
0/021
0/036
0/036
0/029
0/029
0/057
0/014
0/007
0/043
0/021
0/029
0/014
0/007
0/029
0/029
0/021
0/021
0/043
0/043
0/021

0/019
0/037
0/056
0/019
0/019
0/019
0/019
0/259
0/019
0/019
0/037
0/019
0/019
0/037
0/037
0/019
0/019
0/019
0/019
0/019
0/037
0/037
0/019
0/019
0/019
0/019
0/019
0/037
0/037
0/019
0/019

0/002
0/109
0/086
0/000
0/023
0/007
0/004
0/518
0/007
0/000
0/054
0/001
0/010
0/011
0/011
0/000
0/018
0/033
0/015
0/004
0/008
0/003
0/001
0/004
0/007
0/002
0/009
0/027
0/006
0/004
0/019

0/003
0/113
0/064
0/001
0/028
0/005
0/003
0/494
0/005
0/002
0/052
0/001
0/022
0/007
0/013
0/000
0/033
0/021
0/021
0/003
0/013
0/004
0/001
0/006
0/009
0/002
0/015
0/032
0/006
0/008
0/014

0/007
0/086
0/037
0/003
0/041
0/012
0/007
0/499
0/007
0/005
0/060
0/004
0/014
0/013
0/011
0/006
0/040
0/012
0/016
0/007
0/014
0/013
0/002
0/008
0/011
0/003
0/015
0/012
0/007
0/009
0/018

Al
A2
A3
A4
A5
A6
A7
A8
A9

A10
All
A12
A13
Al4

A15

Al6

A17

Al8

A19

A20

A21

A22

A23

A24

A25

A26

A27

A28

A29

A30

A31
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Table 8- Matrix of P; x LnP;; values for each element.
C12 cu C10 C9 Cc8 C7 Cé C5 C4 C3 C2 Cl &Ry

-0/112 -0/114 -0/047 -0/106 -0/061 -0/058 -0/077 -0/035 -0/074 -0/012 -0/015 -0/034 Al
-0/114 -0/120 -0/167 -0/127 -0/181 -0/172 -0/159 -0/164 -0/122 -0/242 -0/246 -0/211 A2
-0/103 -0/110 -0/101 -0/152 -0/121 -0/085 -0/074 -0/061 -0/161 -0/211 -0/175 -0/121 A3
-0/109 -0/119 -0/054 -0/105 -0/033 -0/043 -0/064 -0/082 -0/074  0/000 -0/006 -0/019 A4
-0/112 -0/118 -0/118 -0/078 -0/139 -0/161 -0/169 -0/102 -0/074 -0/086 -0/101 -0/131 A5
-0/110 -0/103 -0/079 -0/110 -0/127 -0/094 -0/111 -0/102 -0/074 -0/034 -0/029 -0/054 A6
-0/112 -0/110 -0/170 -0/229 -0/063 -0/045 -0/074 -0/102 -0/074 -0/022 -0/019 -0/035 A7
-0/112 -0/116 -0/335 -0/150 -0/312 -0/345 -0/247 -0/271 -0/350 -0/341 -0/348 -0/347 A8
-0/110 -0/117 -0/031 -0/161 -0/049 -0/054 -0/059 -0/082 -0/074 -0/034 -0/025 -0/034 A9
-0/119 -0/101 -0/027 -0/151 -0/041 -0/055 -0/072 -0/082 -0/074  0/000 -0/013 -0/027  A10
-0/109 -0/110 -0/149 -0/102 -0/201 -0/163 -0/173 -0/211 -0/122 -0/158 -0/153 -0/170 All
-0/109 -0/106 -0/027 -0/126 -0/042 -0/044 -0/067 -0/082 -0/074 -0/007 -0/008 -0/023  Al2
-0/108 -0/113 -0/285 -0/186 -0/173 -0/142 -0/162 -0/119 -0/074 -0/046 -0/083 -0/060  A1l3
-0/105 -0/105 -0/047 -0/116 -0/055 -0/073 -0/067 -0/119 -0/122 -0/049 -0/035 -0/058  Al4
-0/110  -0/103 -0/043 -0/075 -0/043 -0/092 -0/074 -0/102 -0/122 -0/049 -0/057 -0/050  A15
-0/114 -0/103 -0/060 -0/111 -0/106 -0/091 -0/088 -0/102 -0/074  0/000  0/000 -0/030  Al6
-0/113 -0/109 -0/145 -0/081 -0/172 -0/154 -0/191 -0/164 -0/074 -0/072 -0/112 -0/129  A17
-0/111 -0/109 -0/064 -0/074 -0/066 -0/066 -0/086 -0/061 -0/074 -0/111 -0/080 -0/054  A18
-0/109 -0/113 -0/047 -0/074 -0/073 -0/076 -0/079 -0/035 -0/074 -0/062 -0/080 -0/067  Al9
-0/114 -0/112 -0/043 -0/079 -0/072 -0/059 -0/062 -0/135 -0/074 -0/022 -0/015 -0/034  A20
-0/108 -0/104 -0/109 -0/054 -0/125 -0/126 -0/144 -0/082 -0/122 -0/038 -0/055 -0/058  A21
-0/111  -0/111 -0/064 -0/066 -0/087 -0/078 -0/077 -0/102 -0/122 -0/017 -0/023 -0/056  A22
-0/114 -0/126 -0/085 -0/133 -0/042 -0/044 -0/056 -0/061 -0/074 -0/007 -0/006 -0/013  A23
-0/111 -0/105 -0/054 -0/112 -0/084 -0/069 -0/091 -0/035 -0/074 -0/022 -0/030 -0/039  A24
-0/112 -0/114 -0/085 -0/080 -0/104 -0/095 -0/123 -0/102 -0/074 -0/034 -0/042 -0/049  A25
-0/109  -0/113 -0/050 -0/050 -0/078 -0/069 -0/064 -0/102 -0/074 -0/012 -0/013 -0/019  A26
-0/113 -0/109 -0/114 -0/075 -0/128 -0/143 -0/173 -0/082 -0/074 -0/042 -0/064 -0/062  A27
-0/108 -0/109 -0/076 -0/102 -0/070 -0/077 -0/107 -0/082 -0/122 -0/097 -0/110 -0/052 A28
-0/112  -0/100 -0/079 -0/084 -0/087 -0/051 -0/079 -0/135 -0/122 -0/030 -0/032 -0/033  A29
-0/110 -0/111 -0/054 -0/072 -0/078 -0/084 -0/069 -0/135 -0/074 -0/022 -0/040 -0/043  A30
-0/111 -0/117 -0/073 -0/070 -0/066 -0/082 -0/086 -0/082 -0/074 -0/075 -0/061 -0/073 A3l
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Table 9- Calculated weights of indicators.

C12 Cl1 C10 C9 C8 Cc7 C6 C5 C4 C3 Cc2 c1 sl
0/9998 0/999 0/838 0/959 0/896 0/871 0/940 0/935 0/885 0/569 0/605 0/637 Ej
0/0002 0/001 0/162 0/041 0/104 0/129 0/060 0/065 0/115 0/431 0/395 0/363 dj
0/0001 0/0004 0/087 0/021 0/055 0/069 0/032 0/034 0/062 0/231 0/212 0/195 Wij
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Table 10- Newly calculated weights of indicators.
C12 C11 C10 Cc9 C8 C7 C6 C5 C4 C3 c2 c1 el

0/101 0/101 0/085 0/063 0/069 0/085 0/085 0/079 0/069 0/090 0/079 0/090 Wj
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Table 11- Best and worst values for each indicator.
Cl2 Ci11 cCi10 C9 C8 C7r C6 C5 C4 cC3 C2 C1l oL

5/45 44 22/1 39253831 10896493 19492 140 19 14 525 1171 3340 Mo (pye
6/64 6/08 0/5 4418958 382394 718 16 1 1 0 0 14 ke op s
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Table 12- Results of S and R values for the options.

R S i R S 4y
0/087 0/736  Al17 0/090 0/875 Al
0/089 0/844  A18 0/079 0/736 A2
0/088 0/853  A19 0/084 0/729 A3
0/090 0/874  A20 0/090 0/880 A4
0/089 0/759 A2l 0/086 0/803 A5
0/090 0/844  A22 0/089 0/778 A6
0/101 0/931  A23 0/090 0/781 A7
0/090 0/827  A24 0/064 0/154 A8
0/089 0/837  A25 0/090 0/862 A9
0/090 0/858  A26 0/101 0/860 Al0
0/089 0/792  A27 0/081 0/674 All
0/089 0/795 A28 0/090 0/824  Al2
0/090 0/795 A29 0/089 0/681  Al3
0/090 0/835 A30 0/089 0/776 Al4
0/087 0/871  A31 0/089 0/811 Al5
0/090 0/818 Al6
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Table 13- Q value results.

Q 4y Q 4y Q 4wy Q 4wy
0/780 A25 0/690 Al7 0/801 A9 0/817 Al
0/807 A26 0/776 Al8 0/954 Al0 0/584 A2
0/747 A27 0/773 A19 0/565 All 0/643 A3
0/747 A28 0/811 A20 0/786 Al2 0/824 A4
0/759 A29 0/728 A2l 0/673 Al3 0/722 A5
0/786  A30 0/795 A22 0/732 Al4 0742 A6
0/779 A3l 1/000 A23 0/758 Al5 0/752 A7

0/781 A24 0/785 Al6 0/000 A8
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Table 14- Ranking of options based on S, R, and Q values.

ooll 1 00l G po Cancd a3 bl oad g0 Cond aigs
Q R S Q R S
6 6 5 Al7 ool 28 25 29 Al Sl
17 10 21 A18 958 A2 Ol
16 8 23 Al19 o2 4 4 4 A3 5!
27 20 28 A0 olws S 29 28 30 A4 Ok
8 15 7 A2l ol 7 5 14 A5 S ollydl
24 24 22 A22 oliile,S 10 16 9 A6 st olbydl
31 30 31 A23  Semlnm g askSeS 13 20 10 A7 A
20 20 18 A24 Ol 1 1 1 A8 ol
19 16 20 A25 kS 25 18 26 A9 ol g eyl
26 26 24 A6 Ol 30 30 25 Al0 w5 ol
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