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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In today's uncertain and turbulent world, developing an efficient strategic planning and
budgeting system in organizations, especially in military organizations and armed forces that
are located in a gray and uneven defense-security environment, is one of the necessities to
achieve the intended goals. Without paying attention to strategic planning and planning, the
desired realization of the predicted goals will be out of reach. The ultimate goal of strategic
planning and budgeting in the Armed Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran is to increase
deterrence against emerging threats, through maximum utilization of available resources and
in line with improving the combat capability of the military forces. Combat capability or
combat power is the power that is at the disposal of a unit commander and can use this power
to destroy the enemy and carry out missions on the battlefield. (Rostami, 2007: 289) Several
factors such as effective command, leadership, information superiority, technology, etc. are
involved in increasing the combat capability of military forces, one of the most important of
which is strategic planning and military budgeting. Certainly, each of the mentioned factors
will have a significant impact on combat capability. Since no research has been conducted so
far on the impact of strategic planning and military budgeting on combat capability and this
issue has been neglected, the researcher seeks to answer the question: "To what extent will
strategic planning and military budgeting affect combat capability?" By conducting this
research, it is possible to understand the extent of changes in the variable "combat capability”
with respect to the variable "strategic planning and planning and military budgeting” and to
direct the attention of military unit commanders to the maximum and optimal utilization of
available resources (using strategic planning and planning), in order to improve the combat
capability of the units. If this research is not conducted, given the limited resources in the
current conditions of the country, it may create the mentality for military unit commanders
that they cannot take effective steps to increase the combat capability of their units with the
resources currently available. Considering the points presented, the main goal of this research
is "to explain how strategic planning and planning and budgeting affect combat capability".

Methodology

The method of this research is correlation and applied. Analysis of information and data
obtained from the study of sources has been analyzed using structural equation modeling with
partial least squares approach and using PLS software.

Findings

According to what was stated in this study, in order to answer the research question of "To
what extent will strategic planning and military budgeting affect combat capability?", the
outputs of structural equations showed that "strategic planning and military budgeting" and its
explanatory variables have a positive and significant effect on "combat capability”, such that
about 64 percent of combat capability is affected by the variables under study.

In addition, the outputs of structural equations showed that the priority of the impact of

"strategic planning and budgeting" on "combat capability" is "budgeting", "strategic planning"
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and "strategic planning". Also, the priority of the factors of "combat capability" is "physical
factors", "non-physical factors" and "superiority factors", respectively.

The collected questionnaires were analyzed in accordance with the structural equation
modeling method and using PLS software, and as seen in Tables 2 and 3, the reliability and
validity of the desired model were confirmed. Also, based on the calculated data, it can be
stated that "strategic planning and budgeting and military budgeting”" has a positive effect
with a path coefficient of 0. 637 and a significant effect with t=7. 161>1. 96 on "combat
capability”. Also, all path coefficients and t values shown in Table 2 confirm the existence of
positive and significant relationships between the other specified components. In other words,
there is a significant and positive relationship between "strategic planning and budgeting" and
all three of its components, as well as "combat capability” and its three components.
Conclusion

In the current and future strategic environment, which is full of "uncertainty, instability,
complexity, ambiguity, chaos, and turbulence,” it is suggested that in order to achieve the
goals intended by the commanders of major military units, each major unit should first take
action on the environment (internal and external environment), then, in line with the mission
announced and achieving defense goals, develop a strategic planning, planning, and budgeting
system for its unit, without which it will definitely not be possible to improve the unit's
combat capability. Therefore, developing "strategic planning, planning, and budgeting™ while
improving the unit's combat capability, will cause commanders to consciously and effectively
organize their resources and capabilities in order to achieve the goals set and make better
decisions in the future strategic environment.
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%Intelligence: Information is an available fact whiles intelligence is the result of an
extensive analysis of facts. whiles information may be generally available,
intelligence can only be made available through investigation or study.
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! Concept Of Modern Combat Power
? Gintautas Razma
¥ ADRP(Army Doctrine Reference Publication) 3-0, 2012, fig. 3-1, p. 3-1
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! CVR: Content Validity Ratio
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1 PLS-SEM: Partial Least Squares - Structural Equation Modeling
2PLS: Partial Least Squares
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