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Abstract

In an erawhen complex challenges-such as international sanctions, energy imbalances, and climate
change-put national governance to a severe test, single-instrument policy approaches increasingly
show their inadequacy. This editorial introduces the policy portfolio as a strategic constellation of
regulatory, economic, informational, and behavioral instruments that collectively reinforce
synergy, coherence, and resilience in statesmanship. Drawing on a statesmanship-oriented
analytical framework, the theoretical foundations of policy portfolios are elaborated, and the core
principles of effective design-coherence, consistency, and adaptability-are examined. Practical
applications across environmental, energy, economic, health, and innovation domains, featuring
both Iranian and international cases, further highlight the effectiveness of this approach. Emerging
methodological perspectives-from comparative analysis and deep reinforcement learning to
participatory evaluation-offer advanced tools for optimizing policy portfolios. By addressing
challenges such as policy overload and pervasive uncertainty, the study outlines potential pathways
for future research and practice. This work provides policymakers with a comprehensive
framework to strike a balance between innovation and sustainability and to advance prudent,
resilient, and forward-looking statesmanship amid contemporary complexities.
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