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ABSTRACT

The present study was conducted to examine the educational priorities of
Farhangian University in expanding Michael Connelly’s idea of schools as
practical places. The research employed a qualitative approach using
inductive content analysis with an emphasis on its thematic nature.
Accordingly, 12 faculty members of Farhangian University in the 2023-2024
academic year were studied through focus group interviews, selected via
purposive sampling of the desirable type. To ensure data validity, the
researcher’s self-review and participant checking were used, and systematic
comparison was employed to confirm data reliability. The findings indicated
that seven components—educational liveability, curriculum integration,
knowledge cultivation, interactionism, practical teacher culture, educational
self-exploration, and entrepreneurship—constitute the main codes that, along
with 18 axial codes and 97 initial codes, shape the framework of schools with
practical functions through university-based training. The results further
suggest that Farhangian University should regard schools as a platform for the
educational activities of student teachers at an experimental level. In other
words, by simulating students’ professional thinking within laboratory school
environments, schools can serve as a basis for educational decision-making
and as an indicator for evaluating the extent to which the goals of Farhangian
University are being achieved.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

School culture is key to a school’s success in delivering learning. deep
understanding of the organizational culture of schools is effective in
reinforcing the values, beliefs, and attitudes that are important for
improving the stability and selection of learning environments. positive
school culture can provide opportunities for ideas that improve teacher
performance and help create quality schools. The role of schools is to
shape the practical activities of the curriculum, influence the academic
progress of students, and create positive attitudes towards learning. It
can be said that school education provides teachers with the opportunity
for broader experience within the framework of personal practical
knowledge, and knowledge grows through experience, and teachers
construct knowledge through their interactions with students, teaching
colleagues, parents, and others within and outside the context of their
classroom and school.

Research Questions

1- What is the role of Farhangian University in developing schools as
practical places?

2- What educational capacities does Farhangian University have in
order to realize schools as practical places?

Literature Review

Research that describes the role of Farhangian University in improving
school performance in various educational dimensions includes: The
findings of the study (Bardorfer, 2024) show that the communication
between student teachers and teachers in schools leads to the
improvement of their practical activities in the school environment and
provides the basis for continuous participation between the university
and schools. The findings of the study (Hakeem et al, 2024) show that
the centrality of multidimensional resource-based places in education
leads to enhanced learning and sustainable practical outcomes and a
profound impact on learners' learning experiences and creativity. The
results of the study (Goh, 2024) show that providing practical
opportunities for pre-service teachers in line with practical experiences
is done through the partnership of schools and universities in order to
build professional competencies. The findings of the study (Pereira &
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Fang, 2022) show that scientific research by teachers in partnership
with universities and schools is a platform for practical and theoretical
concerns that lead to the implementation of curriculum
conceptualization in the educational environment. The results of the
study (Wang & Zhang, 2021) show that the school environment has a
significant impact on teachers' professional development. In other
words, professional skills are influenced by the educational orientations
of schools. Research findings (Huong et al, 2020) show that the pattern
of cooperation between teacher education universities and schools in
preparing student teachers is carried out through factors such as
planning, guidance, and practical programs. In fact, cooperation
between educational universities and schools is promoted by increasing
mutual awareness of the interdependence of relationships and providing
areas for joint diversity of activity on issues related to professional
education.

Methodology

In this study, the inductive content analysis method was used to explain
the position of Farhangian University in improving practical activities
in schools and the role of this university's educational programs in
realizing the school-centered approach as an operational strategy in
achieving goals. The research process for collecting the required data
was in accordance with Michael Connelly opinion. First, Connelly
perspective on teacher education and the role of practical situations in
achieving teaching goals for professors were expressed, and factors and
elements such as schools that can affect the improvement of the quality
of teacher education during university studies were discussed. In other
words, the experiences that teachers gain through an exploratory
attitude in schools were emphasized as Connelly's main idea in
improving educational practice through schools. At the same time, the
role of educational environments, known as schools in this study, in
realizing university policies, and especially Farhangian University in
education capable teachers with a reflective and research-oriented
perspective, was discussed and examined. By explaining Connelly
views, the process of preparing professors for research interviews was
provided, and the role of Farhangian University in improving school
conditions, which can serve as a practical place in the field of education
student teachers with an operational nature, was studied in the form of
group and individual interviews. The process of asking interview
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questions was entirely argumentative in nature, in that first general
questions were asked about the research topic, and then more detailed
and precise questions were asked of the participants in accordance with
the interview process. To ensure the accuracy and validity of the
findings, long-term analyses were used. In other words, for the
reliability of the data, research audit methods such as researcher self-
review and member control techniques were used. For the verifiability
of the data, a continuous and systematic comparison method was used
in recording and writing the data.

Results

The findings indicate that Farhangian University, by providing
conditions for the development and growth of educational skills in the
teaching profession in order to shape personal and organizational
activities, creates schools as practical places. In fact, the orientation of
the university is to raise awareness and prepare educational audiences
with an emphasis on individual capabilities in order to create desirable
performance in the university space or environment on the one hand,
and intra-organizational measures and determine educational standards
in order to achieve practical goals in the school structure on the other.
In this regard, what enables individual and organizational actions and
the combination of their activities to improve the school environment
with its practical meaning is the use of a tool of interaction and
agreement between the Farhangian University organization and the
educational institution of schools, which, as a specific educational
market, demands special behavioral requirements from the university
so that it can achieve the development of teaching skills in the form of
an educational entrepreneur in accordance with the planned goals of the
organization, a role whose consequence for the educational community
is the emergence of a new culture of the nature of teaching with its
practical meaning, so that by being in its original position, it seeks to
optimize the educational knowledge of teachers and its application in
their educational life.

Conclusion

The results show that Farhangian University should consider schools as
a platform for educational activities of student teachers with an
experimental degree. In other words, by simulating students' thoughts
in the form of laboratory schools, schools should be considered a
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criterion for educational decision-making and an indicator for assessing
the achievement of Farhangian University's goals. Therefore, it is
essential to pursue the quality of program implementation in schools
with its pragmatic approach, because achieving the original educational
goals of the university depends on creating a practical platform and
forming the idea of schools with its workshop nature so that it can
continue the process of sustainable and skill-based learning of its
audience. In fact, Farhangian University is required to develop practical
spaces and situations in schools in order to develop teachers who will
be present in educational institutions with practical personal knowledge
and a performance attitude in addressing educational issues.
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