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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objectives: In the contemporary world, where the crisis of meaning, the
collapse of moral foundations, and the dominance of reductionist anthropological paradigms
have reshaped the understanding of the human being, a renewed inquiry into the nature of
humanity has become indispensable. The anthropological framework developed by Mutah-
hari, grounded in philosophical rigor, Qur’anic anthropology, and a civilizational outlook,
represents one of the most comprehensive capacities within Islamic thought for addressing
these challenges. Mutahhari, through a problem-oriented and future sensitive approach, con-
ceives the human being as a dynamic, multilayered, and ascending reality endowed with an
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innate divine disposition (fitrah)—a being whose identity unfolds in relation to reason, faith,

wilayah, and history, and who possesses the potential to transcend the confines of biological
existence toward higher existential horizons.

Despite these strengths, Mutahhari’s anthropological system, when confronted with rival
schools of thought and the complex conditions of modernity, requires a strategic analysis
capable of revealing its internal strengths and weaknesses alongside the external opportunities
and threats that shape its contemporary relevance. In this regard, the SWOT matrix provides a
conceptual and analytical tool through which Mutahhari’s anthropology can be examined not
merely as a philosophical doctrine but as a civilizational and educational project.

The aim of this study is to employ the SWOT framework, complemented by the SPACE
model, to determine the strategic position of Mutahhari’s anthropology across five analytical
domains: epistemology, methodology, psychology, civilizational studies, and practical strat-
egy. Through this analysis, the study seeks to demonstrate how Mutahhari’s anthropological
system can withstand modern intellectual and civilizational threats, capitalize on emerging
opportunities, and contribute to shaping the trajectory of contemporary human sciences.
Method: This study employs a document based and analytical methodology grounded in the
systematic examination of Murtadha Mutahhari’s written works. The primary data consist of
his anthropological, philosophical, historical, and civilizational texts, which were analyzed
through a thematic analysis approach. In the first stage, basic themes were extracted from the
corpus of Mutahhari’s writings; these themes were then organized into intermediate themat-
ic clusters and ultimately synthesized into overarching themes that reconstruct the structural
foundations of his anthropological system. The analysis was conducted across five domains:
epistemology, methodology, psychology, civilizational studies, and practical strategy.

To evaluate this reconstructed system within a strategic framework, the SWOT model
was employed. By distinguishing internal factors (strengths and weaknesses) from exter-
nal factors (opportunities and threats), the SWOT matrix enables a contextual assessment
of Mutahhari’s anthropology in relation to contemporary intellectual and civilizational
conditions. Each of the five analytical domains was mapped onto the four components
of the SWOT matrix, and from this mapping, the four strategic orientations—aggressive
(SO), competitive (ST), conservative (WQO), and defensive (WT)—were derived.

In a complementary step, the SPACE model was applied to determine the overarching strategic
posture of Mutahhari’s anthropological framework. By evaluating four dimensions—philo-
sophical strength, competitive advantage, scope and civilizational capacity, and environmental
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pressure—the SPACE model situates the theory within a two dimensional strategic field. The

integration of SWOT and SPACE provides a comprehensive analytical lens through which
Mutahhari’s anthropology can be interpreted not only as a conceptual system but also as a
strategic and civilizational project capable of guiding the future trajectory of human sciences.
Results: The findings of this study indicate that Mutahhari’s anthropological framework pos-
sesses a set of strategic capacities that elevate it beyond a purely philosophical doctrine and
position it as a civilizational model capable of engaging the intellectual and cultural challeng-
es of the modern world. The SWOT analysis demonstrates that, within the epistemological
domain, philosophical foundationalism, the centrality of reason and fitrah, and resistance to
relativism constitute the core internal strengths of the system. These strengths enable Mutah-
hari’s anthropology to confront external threats such as instrumental rationality, materialistic
reductionism, and the marginalization of the spiritual dimension of the human being.

In the methodological domain, Mutahhari’s pluralistic use of philosophy, mysticism,
Qur’anic exegesis, and historical analysis provides a comprehensive framework for un-
derstanding the human being. Nevertheless, limited engagement with empirical human
sciences emerges as a significant weakness. In the psychological domain, the emphasis
on the perfect human, volition, faith, and existential ascent offers a constructive response
to modern crises of identity, alienation, and spiritual dislocation.

At the civilizational level, Mutahhari’s future oriented and macro analytical perspective equips
his theory to resist the dominance of Western anthropological models and the erosion of hu-
man dignity in contemporary culture. In the domain of practical strategy, his problem oriented
approach, intellectual courage in confronting rival schools, and reliance on the cultural re-
sources of Islamic civilization constitute major strengths, although the absence of operational
models in education, psychology, and applied humanities remains a notable limitation.
Overall, the results show that despite certain practical and interdisciplinary gaps, Mu-
tahhari’s anthropology possesses sufficient philosophical coherence, civilizational depth,
and critical capacity to withstand external threats, utilize emerging opportunities, and
contribute meaningfully to the future development of human sciences.

Discussion and Conclusion: The strategic analysis of Mutahhari’s anthropological frame-
work reveals that his system, while firmly grounded in philosophical and revelatory foun-
dations, possesses civilizational and educational capacities that elevate it beyond an ab-
stract theoretical construct. The examination of the five analytical domains—epistemology,
methodology, psychology, civilizational studies, and practical strategy—demonstrates that
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Mutahhari, through his commitment to comprehensiveness, the centrality of fitrah, a theo-

centric rationality, and the doctrine of the perfect human, adopts an active, critical, and
reconstructive stance toward the intellectual and cultural challenges of modernity.

At the same time, the SWOT analysis highlights that this system requires further development
in certain areas, particularly in its practical and interdisciplinary dimensions. Limited engage-
ment with empirical human sciences, insufficient attention to the lived and embodied human
experience, and the absence of operational models in education and psychology constitute
weaknesses that can be addressed through emerging opportunities—such as the global turn
toward spirituality, the growing demand for dignity centered educational models, and the in-
creasing openness of academic spaces to comparative and cross cultural philosophies.

The SPACE model further indicates that the overarching strategic posture of Mutahhari’s
anthropology lies within the aggressive quadrant, suggesting that its internal philosoph-
ical and civilizational strengths are sufficiently robust to activate external opportunities
and neutralize environmental threats. Nevertheless, at the level of confronting threats, the
competitive (ST) strategy remains relevant, while in practical domains, the conservative
(WO) strategy retains its significance.

Overall, Mutahhari’s anthropology emerges as a framework capable of resisting the crises
of modern humanity, harnessing civilizational and intellectual opportunities, and con-
tributing to the transformation of human sciences. This study suggests that a strategic
rereading of Mutahhari’s thought can open new horizons for developing educational, civ-
ilizational, and theocentric models suited to the contemporary world.
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