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Abstract
Lessing’s Understanding of Islam: An Examination and
Analysis
Seyyed Mohsen Alebatool'
Abstract

In recent centuries, German Orientalists have played a significant role in introduc-
ing Islamic culture to the West. Among them, Lessing —the renowned German writ-
er and thinker- has been particularly influential in shaping the Western understand-
ing of the rational foundations of Islamic civilization. Through his literary works,

Lessing sought to present a positive image of Islam to European audiences.

This study examines eight of Lessing’s major writings using a descriptive—analyti-
cal method combined with content analysis, to explore his approach to Islam and its

underlying intellectual principles.

The findings reveal that Lessing recognized Islam as both a revealed and rational
religion. Grounded in his own theological outlook, he developed a critical stance
toward anti-Islamic mechanisms prevalent in eighteenth-century Europe and cou-

rageously resisted the dominant negative paradigms of his time.

In his article, Lessing endeavored to open a path toward a sincere and fruitful dia-
logue among different religions and cultures, envisioning a setting where genuine
representatives of Christians, Jews, and Muslims could come together to discuss
global peace. He believed that such harmony would only be possible when adher-
ents of these faiths engaged with one another not as opponents, but as honest com-

panions under divine guidance.

KeyWords: Lessing, Islam, Rationality, Tolerance, Coexistence, Interfaith Dialogue.
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1. Rau, Johannes: Religionsfreiheit heute. Rede beim Festakt zum 275. Geburtstag von Gotthold Ephraim
Lessing. Berlin 2004.

2. ein erhabener und verwegener Marktschreier
3. Als ein ,,unverdauliches Buch®, ,,ein Mischmasch, ohne Verbindung, ohne Ordnung, und ohne Kunst®

4. Prideaux, Humphrey: The True Nature of Imposture Fully Displayed In The Life of Mahomet (1697).
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