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The acceptance of prayer has long been a subject of inquiry in philosophy and
theology, with the central question revolving around how prayer is realized and
the possibility of its fulfillment from an metaphysical perspective. The necessity
of this study stems from the fact that Sadrian philosophy, as a profound
philosophical tradition with a thoroughly Metaphysical approach, can offer a
novel and systematic understanding of this spiritual phenomenon and its
conditions of realization. The research method is deductive and analytical,
focusing on the analysis of four fundamental principles of Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy: the principality of existence, the gradation of existence, substantial
motion, and the intensifying substantial motion of the soul, in order to elucidate
the relationship between human existence, prayer, and the fulfillment of desires.
The findings indicate that prayer is an metaphysical and graded process whose
acceptance depends on the intensity of the soul’s existence, the purity of
intention, and the congruence of cause and effect. Furthermore, the substantial
motion of the human soul serves as the groundwork for existential
transformations and proximity to the divine essence, thereby facilitating the
acceptance of prayer. Consequently, prayer, as an metaphysical process, must
be examined within the framework of the causal system and existential
hierarchies; thus, the acceptance of prayer is not solely dependent on divine will
but also on the existential compatibility between the supplicant and the desired
outcome. This study emphasizes the intimate connection between prayer and
the gradual perfection of the human being.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The issue of the relationship with God is the most important question in all religions, since religiosity and
faith are impossible without a meaningful connection with God. Prayer is one method of establishing this
connection, formed as a sincere whisper between the servant and the Lord. Most believers seek a response
to their prayers because receiving an answer indicates that their Lord has paid attention to them, and that
they remain within the circle of God’s beloved servants. This has driven humans to search for a method
and spiritual path that brings them closer to divine acceptance and facilitates an understanding of the two-
way connection. Mulla Sadra, with his profound philosophical innovations in metaphysics and the
explanation of change in material entities through substantial motion, the gradation of existence, and the
intensification of the soul’s motion, has effectively illustrated the issue of how humans relate to God, from
which the subtleties of prayer acceptance can be derived.

Review of studies in this field shows that research on prayer has mostly adopted a Qur’anic and narrational
approach, with less attention paid to scientific and philosophical inquiry. The philosophical approaches in
this area have mainly been metaphysical, focusing on the status of prayer in the system of causality. The
difference in the present study is that it specifically addresses the metaphysics of prayer acceptance in the
philosophy of Sadra, investigating the metaphysical foundations of prayer to answer one of the most
recurrent questions in this field: "How is the metaphysical acceptance of prayer realized in the reality of
existence?"—and to reduce corresponding ambiguities.

Methodologically, this research is descriptive-analytical, and its validity method is "interpretive validity."
To evaluate validity, besides selecting main and sub-themes from primary sources and conceptual
frameworks, the opinions of several specialists in the field were also considered.

Discussion

The philosophical foundations related to prayer in Mulla Sadra's philosophy include the principality of
existence (asalat al-wujud), gradation of existence (tashkik al-wujud), substantial motion (harakat jawhari),
and intensive substantial motion of the soul. The principality of existence is the foundational principle and
the main basis of Sadra’s philosophy that influences all his discussions. Examining prayer acceptance from
Sadra's perspective is impossible without understanding the principality of existence because the realization
and effectiveness of prayer emerge from the essence of real and dynamic existence. The gradation of
existence, meaning degrees and intensities in levels of existence, enables understanding the diversity and
differences in the realization of prayers. This principle shows that existence has various levels, and each
prayer is realized based on the existential rank of the supplicant and existential conditions. Substantial
motion is defined as "the gradual transition of the substance of a thing from whatever potential it has
towards actuality"; and the substantial motion of the soul, as a transformation in the essence and substance
of human existence, provides the existential ground for change and realization of desires in prayer. Through
this, Sadra’s philosophy explains how prayer can be connected to the substantial motion and transformation
of human existence and the universe and permeate existential processes. Thus, the selection of these
philosophical foundations, as the main pillars in Sadra's philosophy for analyzing prayer acceptance, stems
from the connection between Sadra's metaphysics and the phenomenon of prayer.

The philosophical foundations of acceptance, using Sadra’s premises, have two existential dimensions. The
first dimension is anthropological and as follows.

Based on revealed data, prayer acts as an effective factor in the existential system that can provide grounds
for transformation and change in human life . Mulla Sadra acknowledges two types of divine decree , each
having a specific role in the existential system and differing in existential status but ultimately returning to
a single reality, namely divine will and knowledge. The first is intrinsic decree related to the intrinsic
knowledge of God, which is eternal and immutable. The second type is actual decree, which operates within
the realm of reality and includes interventions and judgments that occur in the sublunary world. The second
type of decree is changeable, and when causes, conditions, and reasons are fulfilled, it may be altered;
according to data, prayer is part of the cause and even may provide the cause itself for change.
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In summary, prayer and every righteous action indicate a kind of existential connection with God, who is
the utmost level of existence. A person, according to the degree of attention and will in prayer, approaches
God and His lordship status, and his request may be accepted, and his decree or destiny might be altered
(Shura/26). Therefore, prayer is simultaneously request and desired. Mulla Sadra considers prayer as one
of the systematic laws of the universe. Hence, the prayer of the supplicant and the lamentation and humility
of the seeker constitute part of the complete cause of acceptance. Thus, if a person does not articulate his
request with knowledge of the infinite divine wisdom and believes God knows his heart’s hidden intentions
and if He wills, He will resolve the issue or grant the request, he is on the wrong path.

Another point to consider in prayer is the absoluteness of prayer. If prayers are made with qualifiers and
conditions, they move away from acceptance because any qualifier or condition is an existential matter; if
restrictions and conditions lack the prerequisites for acceptance, they will hinder acceptance. From the
above, it has been clearly explained that prayer has a completely existential role in the world of existence
and is not merely a theoretical abstraction.

Mulla Sadra considers one of the causes of prayer acceptance to be the soul (nafs) of the human, which is
a graded or intensively moving self (nafs mushakkak) and believes that the more intense the existential
degree of the self, the stronger the connection with the infinite existence of God will be. This proximity
leads to the expansion of human existential scope, and the greater this scope, the governance of existence,
control over nature and supernatural matters (by divine permission) is attained. Therefore, if a person
spiritually strengthens the soul and detaches it from the body, in addition to maximally managing his body,
he can also manage and influence other bodies proportionate to the existential independence from his body.
Therefore, the intensification and perfection of the soul and its faculties is one of the most important factors
in prayer acceptance. Souls, at the time of prayer and sincere request from God, prepare for connection and
unity with higher realms and, by linking, can influence or interfere in material phenomena according to
their supplications. The level and quality of connection of each soul deeply depend on its existential rank
and will in the request.

Sadra, while believing in the soul’s influence on prayer acceptance, mentions qualities for the soul that
implicate the fulfillment of the prayer’s subject because all these factors cause the soul’s intensification.
These include purification of the soul, pure intention, avoidance of Satan and egoism, reliance on God,
crying, humility, praying for others, avoiding forbidden food, and a suitable place for prayer.

Mulla Sadra holds that the subject of prayer, or in other words "the request,” must be in accordance with
the best possible system of the world and beneficial. Therefore, "failure of the prayer to issue from the
tongue of capacity, lack of fulfillment of conditions and causes, non-attainment of the time of the prayer’s
effect, and conflict with something superior in the existential system" prevent prayer acceptance.

One of the laws of the principle of causality is the law of similarity between cause and effect, meaning
specific causes are always causes of specific effects. The principality of existence in Sadra's philosophy
clarifies that the similarity between cause and effect depends on the essence of the cause and the essence
of the effect. Prayer, as one of the entities in the world whose proximate efficient cause is the human,
reaches its occurrence only if it is homogeneous to the supplicant’s existence. If prayer lacks this existential
similarity, it will be subject to the mentioned rules: it either delays until similarity is created, converts to a
similar prayer, or belongs to the second life order of humans.

One existential consequence of prayer is the graded reality of its acceptance. Prayer acceptance is a reality
with degrees of intensity and weakness, which according to each level, manifests specific effects on the
tripartite factors of prayer. Thus, the gradation of existence in human existence, prayer existence, and the
existence of the desired object relates to prayer acceptance.

Conclusion

Examining the philosophical foundations of Sadra in anthropology and metaphysics clarifies that the
primacy of existence, gradation of existence, substantial motion, and intensification of the soul’s motion
are among the premises by which the metaphysics of prayer acceptance can be explained in Sadra's
philosophy. Prayer acceptance in the human aspect rests on three pillars: human, prayer, and the object of
prayer. Sadra’s metaphysical necessary condition for acceptance is the homogeneity among these three
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parts. Prayer is an existential matter based on human free will whose existential effects, like other acts of
worship, influence the direction and acceleration of human substantial motion. One existential consequence
of prayer acceptance is its gradation. Accordingly, the premises of prayer acceptance, from every angle,
have different degrees of intensity and weakness, and according to each degree, corresponding effects
appear. Prayer acceptance sometimes coincides with the realization of the object of prayer as requested in
immediate time, sometimes it is realized later; sometimes the object of prayer is altered to another
existentially more homogeneous matter with the acceptance pillars, or the acceptance is transferred to the
second human life.

Substantial motion relates to two components of acceptance: the praying human and the prayer. The human
who prays is on the path of perfection; by this path, according to the existential impact of prayer, he
traverses substantial intensification and perfection. Therefore, prayer is one of the causes of human soul
perfection on the path of development. Sadra holds that if prayer is aligned with the existential course of
the human soul, it will be one of the factors accelerating prayer acceptance in the world of existence.
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