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This study analyzes pragmatic arguments in two distinct models of faith: first,
the doxastic approach (as seen in the accounts of Pascal and James), and
second, the non-doxastic approach (as developed by Golding). When the
evidence for a religious proposition is insufficient, both approaches consider
faith a rational venture. Doxastic venture accounts claim that faith entails
belief formed through the will. However, since this approach relies on direct
doxastic voluntarism, it faces significant psychological and epistemological
challenges. In contrast, Golding’s pragmatic model of faith, grounded in the
non-doxastic approach, attempts to show that faith can be realized without
belief, through an action-guiding assumption. On this model, faith can coexist
with deep doubt, avoiding the challenges faced by the doxastic account.
Although both models emphasize practical rationality and venture in
situations of doubt, they differ in the necessity of belief for faith. The article
also concludes that the non-doxastic approach to faith, in epistemically
uncertain conditions, can serve as a promising alternative to the traditional
doxastic model.

Keywords: faith, pragmatic arguments, doxasticism, nondoxasticism,
Golding

* Corresponding Author Email Address: a.yazdani@ut.ac.ir
DOI: https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2025.240552.1645

Copyright: © 2025 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and conditions
of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

89


https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2025.240552.1645
https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2025.240552.1645
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2174-0695
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9499-7259

Scientific Journal of Islamic Philosophy and Theology (Mirror of Knowledge) Vol. 25, No.85, 2025

Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the common understanding, faith that p entails belief that p. This conception, which has held a central
place in the tradition of epistemology of religion, has given rise to what is known as the doxastic model of
faith. According to this view, faith is defined in direct relation to epistemic belief. During the
Enlightenment, with the emergence of maximal rationalism and the dominance of evidentialism, religious
beliefs were considered justified only if supported by sufficient evidence. In this context, William Clifford,
in his famous essay The Ethics of Belief, argued that forming a belief without adequate evidence is not
merely irrational but morally wrong.

In response to this strict evidentialist position, philosophers such as Blaise Pascal and William James sought
to redefine the rationality of faith from a practical and volitional perspective. Pascal, in his well-known
“Wager,” interpreted faith as a form of reasonable venture. William James, in The Will to Believe,
emphasized that when sufficient evidence is lacking, individuals are permitted to make a choice based on
practical and existential commitments. In both accounts, faith is not merely the outcome of cognition but
also the product of a meaningful act of will and decision.

In recent decades, with the expansion of discussions about religious skepticism and the insufficiency of
epistemic evidence, philosophers of religion have increasingly turned their attention to the possibility of
faith without belief. Within this framework, new perspectives known as non-doxastic models of faith have
emerged. These models maintain that faith need not be grounded in belief in the truth of a specific
proposition; rather, it can be understood in terms of trust, hope, or practical commitment. The present paper
situates itself within this framework, analyzing and comparing practical reasoning in both doxastic and non-
doxastic models of faith. The goal is to show that practical reasoning can lead to different models of faith
and that each offers distinctive explanatory potential regarding the rationality and phenomenology of
religious faith.

The originality of this study lies in two respects: first, it adopts a comparative and analytic approach to
practical reasoning within diverse models of faith; and second, it focuses particularly on Joshua Golding’s
non-doxastic model of faith, which, to date, has received little independent attention in Persian-language
scholarship.

Discussion

The first section of the paper examines the doxastic model of faith, according to which faith necessarily
entails belief in the truth of religious propositions. Within this framework, the practical arguments
developed by Pascal and James are revisited and analyzed. Pascal conceives of faith as a decision oriented
toward benefit, rooted in a rational calculation of gain and loss, while James emphasizes the element of will
and the individual’s right to choose in situations of insufficient evidence. Despite their differences, both
philosophers preserve the essential connection between faith and belief, and thus remain within the doxastic
paradigm.

However, the doxastic model of practical reasoning faces serious epistemological and ethical challenges.
In order to justify religious venture, it appeals to non-epistemic motivations and to a form of direct
voluntarism in the adoption of belief. Critics have argued that beliefs formed on the basis of hon-epistemic
incentives are psychologically unstable and conceptually inconsistent with the very nature of belief, since
an individual who is aware of the insufficiency of evidence cannot sincerely claim to believe. Moreover,
from the perspective of the ethics of belief, such doxastic venture can be seen as a kind of self-deception
and a violation of epistemic duty.

The second section introduces and analyzes the non-doxastic model of faith, which contends that faith does
not necessarily require belief but may instead be based on practical orientation, disposition to believe, or
trust. Among contemporary formulations of this approach, the paper focuses on Joshua Golding’s model,
which defines faith based on “action-guiding assumption”. According to Golding’s account, the believer
adopts a religious assumption—without belief in its truth—and structures their life as if the proposition
were true. The goal of faith in this sense is not the cognitive endorsement of a particular proposition but the
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attainment of a desired relationship with God. Faith, on this account, acquires a volitional dimension: it
becomes a practical decision to live in accordance with a religious assumption.

The third section presents a comparative analysis of the two models of faith based on three components:
the cognitive, the affective-conative, and the practical. The doxastic model proves stronger in accounting
for the cognitive and rational aspects of faith, as it links faith directly with propositional truth and
justification. Nevertheless, it falls short in explaining the experiential dimensions of faith—in situations of
doubt or epistemic insufficiency—where the believer’s commitment persists despite the lack of compelling
evidence. In contrast, the non-doxastic model, by emphasizing trust and practical commitment, provides a
more flexible framework capable of accommodating faith in the absence of belief.

Conclusion

The comparative analysis of the two models of faith reveals that while the doxastic approach provides an
epistemic foundation for faith, it remains limited in the face of skepticism and evidential insufficiency. The
non-doxastic approach, by contrast, removes the necessity of belief and focuses on the volitional and
practical dimensions of faith, offering a more realistic and contextually sensitive account of the religious
life of contemporary individuals. Golding’s view is particularly significant because it conceptualizes faith
as a purposeful and meaningful action rather than a cognitive stance. In an era characterized by pervasive
doubt and the inadequacy of epistemic evidence, the non-doxastic model demonstrates greater flexibility
and explanatory power than its doxastic counterpart. It allows individuals to sustain religious commitment
and meaning without the requirement of belief.
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