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The concept of "fitrah" (primordial nature) has long been a central theme in
Islamic thought. However, the theological perspective on this concept has
often overlooked its mystical dimensions, thereby highlighting the necessity
of the present study. The central issue of this research relies on the premise
within the Islamic mystical tradition that the universe is founded upon the
divine names (asma’ Allah). Accordingly, based on the name "al-Fatir" (the
Originator), it emphasizes the need to reinterpret the mystical concept of fitrah
within mystical and supplicatory texts. The research method is descriptive-
analytical, accompanied by a documentary study of mystical texts and
supplications. The findings confirm that within the mystical worldview,
"fitrah" is a reality which: firstly, serves as the primordial substance and
original essence, latent both in the heart of the "Perfect Human" and as the
foundation of the order of the "macrocosm." Secondly, this essence was
deposited in the hearts of human beings prior to physical creation, in the
"world of spirits," and through spiritual purification, it can re-emerge and exit
its state of concealment. Thirdly, this primordial fitrah can be corrupted. In
this regard, mystics analyze the corrupted fitrah in humans and its impact on
the world under the category of "evil," attributing its origin to human free
will—a will made possible by "possessing knowledge coupled with an
instrument (the body)."
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of "Fitrah™ (primordial nature) has long held a central place in Islamic thought. However,
prevalent theological approaches have often overlooked the profound mystical dimensions of this concept.
This research gap highlights the necessity of re-examining the meaning of Fitrah from the perspective of
Islamic mysticism. Relying on the fundamental premise in theoretical mysticism that the universe is
founded upon the Divine Names, and focusing on the name "Al-Fatir" (The Originator), this study seeks to
analyze the concept of Fitrah in mystical texts, particularly in the supplicatory traditions (Ma’thiirat Du’a’1).
Supplications, as the "ascending Qur’an," serve as a mirror reflecting the deepest mystical concepts and
practical spiritual conduct, offering an unparalleled treasury for understanding the inner layers of doctrines
such as Fitrah. The research method is descriptive-analytical, based on a documentary (library) study of
mystical texts and transmitted supplications. The primary objective is to extract and explain the semantic
framework of Fitrah within the paradigm of mystical thought and to demonstrate its distinction from purely
theological or philosophical readings.

Discussion

The findings indicate that from a mystical perspective, Fitrah is a multi-faceted and fundamental truth
analyzable at three macro levels:

First of all, Fitrah as the "Secret of Destiny" (Sirr al-Qadar) and the Primordial Trust: At this level, Fitrah
is not a simple inclination but the primordial essence and original substance of existence, rooted in the
"World of Spirits" or the "Covenant of 'Alastu’ (the Day of 'Am I not your Lord?")". Based on supplications
and mystical narrations, before physical creation, divine teachings (the Names of God) were deposited in
the hearts of human spirits; this deposit is Fitrah. This essence holds the potential for reappearance and
actualization in this world through spiritual purification. From a mystical viewpoint, "Sirr al-Qadar" refers
to this inherent aptitude and unique capacity placed within each being according to divine wisdom. This
perspective differs from a deterministic view of destiny and, by emphasizing doctrines such as "Bada’"
(divine alteration), highlights the role of human free will and the impact of supplication in altering destinies.
The name "Al-Fatir" in supplications manifests this divine role in establishing Fitrah as the secret of destiny
within creatures.

Second, Fitrah in the Hierarchy of Existence: From the Perfect Human to Ordinary People: Fitrah possesses
a hierarchy within the mystical system. At its highest level, this truth is fully manifested in the "Perfect
Human" (al-Insan al-Kamil), (the Muhammadan Reality and the Infallible Imams, peace be upon them). As
the mediator of divine grace (Wasitat al-Fayd), the manifestor of the Greatest Name, and the axis of the
possible world, the Fitrah latent within him also forms the basis for the order of the "macrocosm" (the entire
existence). The inherent glorification of all beings, even inanimate objects, from this perspective, stems
from the primordial order originating from the Perfect Human. At another level, this Fitrah is deposited as
a "divine trust" within all human beings. The acceptance of this trust (as in the verse "Indeed, We offered
the Trust..."), which is specific to humans, grants them dignity and makes them the subject of obligation
and spiritual wayfaring. The goal of the mystical path is the flourishing of this latent essence and attaining
a "content heart" (Qalb-i Mutma’inn); a heart in which Fitrah is stabilized and actions emanate from this
inner serenity.

Third, the Afflictions of Fitrah and Its Relation to the Emergence of "Evil": From the mystical view, the
primordial Fitrah can become corrupted. When a person, using their free will and under the influence of
worldly attachments, deviates from the path of this luminous Fitrah, an "inverted Fitrah" (al-Fitrat al-
Mankisah) or "lower Fitrah" (al-Fitrat al-Sufla) emerges. This deviation is synonymous with forgetting the
Covenant of 'Alastu’ and the obscuration of the inherent truth. This study, for the first time in a systematic
framework, equates the concept of "evil" in Islamic mysticism with this corrupted and altered Fitrah. Evils
in the world stem from incompatible conflicts among the manifestations of Divine Names in the world of
multiplicity, which themselves result from humans deviating from their Fitrah and choosing a path opposed
to the inherent "good." Therefore, evil is an non-existential reality arising from negligence toward the
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existential good of Fitrah. The corruption of the primordial nature ("Mashawih al-Fitrah™) mentioned in
supplications refers to this state. Returning to the "lbrahimic and Muhammadan Fitrah" is the model for
rectifying this deviation and exiting the orbit of evil.

Conclusion

This research, moving beyond common theological readings, has reconstructed the multi-layered and
ontological meaning of Fitrah in Islamic mysticism, relying on supplicatory texts. In this view, Fitrah is a
single truth with threefold manifestations: as the secret of destiny and the primordial trust in the World of
Spirits; as the basis for the order of the macrocosm in the existence of the Perfect Human; and as a potential
essence within all human beings for attaining perfection. The key distinction of this view from the
theological perspective lies in the intimate connection between Fitrah and free will. Fitrah does not imply
determinism but rather establishes the ground for obligation and spiritual wayfaring. Furthermore, an
innovative finding of this research is explaining the root of evils in deviation from Fitrah and
conceptualizing "evil as inverted Fitrah." Understanding this framework is not only effective in enriching
studies of theoretical mysticism but also has fundamental implications for the domains of practical spiritual
wayfaring, ethics, and mystical education, as it posits the ultimate goal of the spiritual path as reviving the
primordial Fitrah and removing the tarnish resulting from corrupted Fitrah.
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