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Epistemology has gained significant importance in both Western and Islamic
philosophy, particularly in the contemporary era. Among the most challenging
discussions is the explanation and evaluation of acquired sciences, which in
Islamic philosophy is examined under the title of "mental existence". This
theory is one of the four prominent theories, with its latest formulation
developed in transcendent philosophy. The primary focus of this research is to
assess the capability of this formulation in addressing ancient challenges, such
as unifying disparate categories, and responding to modern epistemological
questions. Adopting a critical approach and emphasizing both foundationalism
and the necessity of coherence within the structure of knowledge this study
compares the theory of mental existence with three other competing theories.
It concludes that while this theory represents a significant advancement in
resolving the problem it still requires further development in terms of its
foundations and coherence with other philosophical discussions. Suggestions
for improving this theory, based on the principles of transcendent philosophy,
are also presented. The significance of this problem lies in its relevance to
contemporary epistemological problems and its crucial role in determining the
ontology of knowledge in Islamic philosophy. The research method employed
is descriptive-analytical, relying on library-based data collection.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Epistemology, particularly within the tradition of Islamic philosophy, grapples with the problem of
explaining acquired knowledge (‘ulim husiili) and the correspondence between mental concepts and
external reality. Among the various theories, the theory of "Mental Existence" (wujiid dhihnT), which found
its ultimate formulation in Mulla Sadra's Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat Muta‘aliyah), holds a central
position as the most advanced existing explanation. This theory posits that the very quiddity (mahiyyah) of
the external object of knowledge is instantiated within the knower's mind with a "mental existence," and
this essential unity forms the basis for the discoverability of reality. The primary problem of this research
is to evaluate this theory's capability in resolving its fundamental challenges, most notably the famous
classical problem of "the co-instantiation of disparate categories" (ijtima‘ maqlat mutabayin), and its
responsiveness to modern epistemological considerations. Adopting a critical approach and employing the
dual criteria of Epistemologic "foundationalism™ and "coherence,” this study seeks to probe the
philosophical depth and internal consistency of the theory and propose suggestions for its completion.

Discussion

Focusing on the ontology of knowledge, this article uses a descriptive-analytical method to explore the
ancient problem of "the union of disparate categories" in mental existence. This study classifies Mulla
Sadra's proposed solutions into two groups: "non-specific" (independent of specific Sadrian principles) and
"specific" (based on the foundational tenets of Transcendent Philosophy), and proceeds to critique them.
Among the non-specific solutions, the renowned response based on the "distinction between essential
primary predication (hamli awwali dhati) and common predication (hamli sha’i’ suna‘7)" is subjected to
meticulous examination.

The critiqgue demonstrates that while this distinction is effective in resolving other paradoxes, it fails to
negate the problem of mental existence; for even with this distinction, it would necessarily follow that a
single quiddity is, by essential primary predication, intrinsically subsumed under two disparate categories
(quality and the object's quiddity), which is impossible. Other non-specific solutions, such as those based
on "multiplicity of aspects" (ikhtilaf i‘tibarat) or "nonessential common predication” (hamli sha’i‘ bi-al-
‘arad), are also deemed inadequate due to their failure to account for the constitutive role of the "object"
(muta‘allaq) for knowledge or their incorrect application of the substance-accident relation to the
knowledge-object relation.

In the section on specific solutions, two fundamental responses by Mulla Sadra, based on the "Primacy of
Existence" (asalat al-wujid) and the " gradation of existence" (tashkik al-wujud), are analyzed. The first,
the solution of "the disparity between superior and inferior levels of existence," posits that mental existence
is a superior level of the very existence of the object's quiddity, realized within the soul. Although this
response represents a significant stride, it faces two serious critiques: Firstly, it leads to the "Closure of the
Epistemic Pathway to knowing entities at their own lower level"; for we know imperfect entities with all
their imperfections, not merely through their superior perfections. Secondly, this solution does not cover
non-emanative conceptual knowledge (such as primary sense perceptions), which, according to this theory,
are not considered superior existences. The second specific solution, based on "Platonic Forms" (muthul
aflatiini) and the "Gradation of Quiddity" (tashkik al-mahiyyat), identifies universal knowledge with the
superior instance of the quiddity in the intelligible world. This solution, besides being inconsistent with
Mulla Sadra's ultimate rejection of the gradation of quiddity, reproduces the same problem of blocking
knowledge of particulars.

Beyond foundational critiques, the article points to two major coherence challenges. First, the "Challenge
of Internal Coherence of Arguments": The main argument for mental existence and against its main rival
theory ,the theory of relation, (nazariyyi idafah) is based on the latter's inability to explain "knowledge of
non-existents" (‘ilm bi ma‘dimat). However, when the theory of mental existence itself resorts to
"assuming" an existential ground for non-existents to solve this problem, this solution becomes equally
available to the theory of relation, thereby undermining the distinctiveness and superiority of the arguments
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for mental existence. Second, the "Challenge of Justifying Conceptual Knowledge": By ultimately reducing
knowledge to existential presence at higher levels, the role and independent justification of "conceptual
knowledge" as an obviousness and Comprehensive conceptual and linguistic intermediary is called into
question, blurring the boundary between conventional philosophy and concept-averse approaches.

Conclusion

This research, through a systematic and detailed examination of various responses to the problem of mental
existence, endeavored to demonstrate that the theory of mental existence in Transcendent Philosophy,
despite its remarkable advancements and deepening of the ontology of knowledge, has not yet been able to
fully resolve the fundamental challenges of the issue in a coherent manner while preserving the framework
and other truths related to the discussion. The critique of the famous solution of the discrepancy in
predication reveals a structural weakness in this argument. Solutions based on authentic Sadraian principles,
although profundity-enhancing, lead to an impasse in knowledge vis-a-vis the particular world and are
incompatible with other principles of this philosophical system. Furthermore, coherence challenges at the
macro level, including the inability to definitively distinguish from the rival theory (addition) and the
difficulty in justifying the self-evident status of acquisitional knowledge, indicate that the case of this theory
remains open. Therefore, although the theory of mental existence is considered a tremendous achievement
in Islamic philosophy, achieving a complete and coherent explanation requires reconsideration, completion,
and the presentation of novel solutions to simultaneously encompass ontological, logical, and
epistemological foundations. This research, by revealing these shortcomings, has taken a step toward this
essential rethinking and has also provided suggestions for resolving this issue.
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