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The discussion of God's lack of essence in the strict sense is one of the
significant topics in Islamic philosophy, with profound implications for
discussions in metaphysics in its strict sense, such as divine unity, knowledge
of the Divine, the simplicity of God's essence, the absence of acommon genus
between the necessary and contingent beings, and the non-causality of the
Necessary Being. Philosophers of the Peripatetic and Transcendent
Philosophy traditions have presented various arguments in defense of God's
pure existence and the negation of essence from Him. Among them, a
contemporary Islamic philosopher (Gholamreza Fayyazi) has critiqued these
arguments and, by presenting rational and transmitted evidence, concluded
that God possesses an essence. His unique interpretation of the conceptual
nature of essence in Transcendent Philosophy has played a significant role in
articulating his claim. This study, conducted through a descriptive-analytical
method with a documentary approach, seeks to describe and evaluate
Fayyazi’s perspective. The findings will demonstrate that his critiques of the
philosophers' arguments regarding God's lack of quiddity are not valid, and
the rational and transmitted evidence he claims to support God's possession
of essence is not conclusive.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The discussion of whether God possesses quiddity (mahiyyah) or not is a crucial topic in Islamic
philosophy. Quiddity refers specifically to mahiyyah bi-al-ma ‘na al-akhass, which stands in contrast to
existence (wujid). In Islamic philosophy, quiddity has two established meanings, to which Fayyazi has
added a third:

Quiddity in the general sense (mahiyyah bi-al-ma ‘na al-a ‘amm) refers to what a thing is, as it is” (ma bi-
al-shay’” huwa huwa), pertaining to the reality of a thing. It encompasses quiddity in the specific sense, its
existence, its attributes, its non-existence, and its non-attributes.

Quiddity in the specific sense (mahiyyah bi-al-ma ‘na al-akhass) is what is said in answer to ‘what is it?”
(ma yuqal fi jawab ma huwa), or the definition (hadd) of a thing. Fayyazi interprets this as ‘internal
determination’ (¢a ‘ayyun darini) and ‘essential distinguishing feature’ (farig dhati). In essence, on the other
hand, things has distinct existences, and quiddity serves as their internal determination and essential
distinguishing feature.

Fayyazi adds the third meaning, i.e. any meaning other than existence that is capable of being qualified by
‘being’ or ‘existent’ (mawjiidiyyah). This includes quidditative concepts as well as philosophical concepts
other than existence, such as cause and effect.

Discussion

While espousing the principle of the principality of existence and the conventionality of quiddity, Fayyazi,
contrary to Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy, believes that God possesses quiddity. He also cites
certain religious texts as support for his view. Regarding God’s possession of quiddity, he contends that
quiddity is nothing other than the internal determination and essential distinguishing feature of things. Since
every existent has a unique existence distinct from others, it possesses internal determination and an
essential distinguishing feature. Consequently, God possesses quiddity; however, His comprehension is
unattainable for anyone, as His quiddity is the characteristic of His unlimited existence and is identical to
that existence itself, even if no one comprehends Him. Fayyazi considers the philosophers’ arguments
against God possessing quiddity to be unconvincing and has critiqued them. He presents two rational
arguments and transmitted traditions (nagli) to support his claim. Here, we will focus on and examine his
most significant rational and transmitted arguments.

General premises are (1) he posits that every reality is an instance for multiple meanings; and (2) all these
diverse meanings can be actualized by a single, simple reality.

Meanings actualized by a single existence are of two types: some are common, and some relate to a specific
existence. Specialization in each existence is achieved through its specific attribute. Therefore, besides a
common meaning, existence possesses its own specific meaning and attribute.

Similarly, the Necessary Being, despite being a simple existence, is an instance for multiple meanings.
So, (1) as the Necessary Being is a specific existence, it possesses its own specific meanings and
attributes.On the other hand, every specific attribute is either essential or accidental to its subject. (2) If the
specific attribute is a ‘kind’ (rau’), it would be quiddity. (3) If it is a ‘specific difference’ (fas/ garib), it
would not be separate from quiddity. (4) If the specific attribute is a specific accident, it implies necessity’s
need for something else, which is impossible. (5) Thus, the specific attribute is an effect of the Necessary
Being, and its cause must be something exclusive to God, due to the prohibition of this attribute being
shared between the Necessary and the possible. (6) Therefore, the specific accidental attribute reverts to the
specific essential attribute. Whether the specific essential attribute of God is a type or a specific difference,
it constitutes quiddity. Hence, God, being a specific existence, possesses quiddity.

This argument is flawed. The first premise lacks universality, as some realities pertain to a single meaning,
like the realities of the First and Second Intellects, which have a singular instance. Similarly, the second
premise is incorrect because existence possesses a single meaning, just as its opposite, non-existence, has
a single meaning. The fourth premise is problematic because one of the properties of the Necessary Being
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is that it does not apply to more than one entity; thus, it is not an instance for multiple meanings. Moreover,
this premise contradicts the second premise of the argument.

The fourth premise is not correct because if that specific attribute is identical to the essence, it does not
necessitate the possession of quiddity. The meaning of ‘the perfection of Monism is the negation of
attributes from Him’ refers to the negation of attributes in addition to the essence.

The fifth premise is flawed because the specific essential attribute of the Necessary Being is neither a type
nor a specific difference; rather, it is the determination of the Necessary Being by its own essence.
Furthermore, Fayyazi’s definition of quiddity in the specific sense as internal determination and essential
distinguishing feature is problematic. If internal determination refers to external determination or
individuation, then individuation is by existence, and quiddity has no role in it. If it refers to a determined
entity, it is a conceptual and conventional matter.

The assertion that the quiddity of the Necessary Being is identical to its simple existence raises a question:
Does this identity negate any existence other than existence itself, or does it possess a distinct existence? If
this identity does not negate another existence, it leads to the multiplicity of the Necessary Being. If it
negates it, it is merely a play on words.

Additionally, it might appear that Fayyazi has not explicitly clarified whether he considers quiddity to be
an ontological or an epistemological matter. If he regards quiddity as epistemological, it would imply that
the knowing subject’s mind encompasses all dimensions of God’s infinite reality, which is beyond the
capacity of the human mind. The response is that Fayyazi has alluded to both meanings, although he may
not have fully considered the implications of his statements regarding God’s possession of quiddity in both
senses.

His transmitted argument (nagli) for God possessing quiddity is the prophetic hadith: ‘The questioner
asked: Does He have an inniyyah and mahiyyah? He replied: Yes, a thing is not established except by its
inniyyah and mahiyyah’. However, the conjunction ‘wa’ (and) here could be an explanatory conjunction,
implying that mahiyyah refers to inniyyah and existence. Moreover, mahiyyah in these traditions can be
interpreted as essence and reality, referring to external identity and actualization, not a conceptual category:
‘What was said in response to the question, “What is the reality?” is “quiddity, and the essence and reality
were spoken of in relation to external existence.

Conclusion

Consequently, given the invalidity of Ayatollah Fayyazi’s position concerning the Principality of Existence
(asalat al-wujid), a doctrine from which the discussion of God’s quiddity is necessarily affected, and the
invalidity of his rational and transmitted arguments, it can be concluded that God does not possess mahiyyah
(quiddity) in the specific sense; rather, His mahiyyah is identical to His inniyyah (existence).
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