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The theory of evolution encountered various challenges within the Western
intellectual and philosophical tradition. In the Islamic world, theologians adopted
affirmative, negatory, and interpretive approaches. Mutahhari considered the
most significant issue in the science-religion discourse to be the “principle of
evolution™ and the "principle of Theism." Employing a rational-philosophical
approach and drawing on religious and philosophical concepts and terminology,
he offers a distinctive explanation. According to him, divine unity does not
necessitate creationism, nor does the transformation of species inevitably lead to
materialism. Instead, their relationship must be clarified through logical and
philosophical analysis, recognizing any perceived conflict as illusory. He
attributes the root of this conflict to medieval philosophical thought, the
inadequacy of Western philosophical concepts, and misinterpretations of
religious texts. To resolve this tension, Mutahhari introduces the symbolic nature
of revelation’s language in the narrative of Adam’s creation, distinguishes
between the linguistic frameworks of science and religion, and references
various formulations of the conflict. Employing an analytical-descriptive
approach and drawing on Mutahhari’s philosophical, religious, interpretive,
historical, social, ethical, and methodological premises, this article identifies the
roots of the conflict-oriented perspective. It demonstrates the absence of a logical
necessity linking theism with creationist theories or materialism with evolution,
while emphasizing the dependence of evolutionary principles on supernatural
and divine factors in the process of creation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Following the publication of Darwin’s theory of evolution, theologians encountered significant religious
and theological challenges. In the Western philosophical and theological tradition, the relationship between
Theism and evolution has been primarily explored through perspectives such as theistic evolution,
Darwinism, perceived conflicts between the two, and, more recently, intelligent design. In contrast, the
Islamic tradition has witnessed a spectrum of responses, ranging from affirmation to opposition. Among
these, Mutahhari, as a concerned scholar, adopts a theological-philosophical and theistic approach, deeming
the alleged conflict between Theism and evolution to be illusory. He attributes this perceived conflict to
non-logical factors and the inadequacy of Western philosophical concepts in explicating evolution.
Drawing on philosophical, theological, hermeneutical, historical, social, and theistic premises, he
substantiates the concept of “the interaction of Theism with evolution.”

Discussion

Today, the discourse on evolution and its principles is as vigorously debated in intellectual, theological,
and philosophical circles as it is in scientific and biological ones. The central question is: What is the
relationship between evolution and theism? This question, more than eliciting a biological response, has
primarily summoned theological and philosophical engagements into the arena of scientific inquiry.

In the Western intellectual framework, Darwin’s theory and its principles have been perceived as conflicting
with Christian doctrines and their interpretations, with the inadequacy of philosophical concepts
exacerbating this tension. Consequently, a general verdict of conflict between science and religion, and
specifically between evolution and theism, has been pronounced. From this illusory conflict, Darwinism
and evolutionism have emerged, with only the recent theory of intelligent design by Michael Behe
challenging the notion of conflict.

Within the Islamic tradition, scholars, exegetes, and theologians have adopted diverse approaches to this
issue, each explicating the relationship between evolution and theism based on their respective principles.
Mutahhari, as a concerned theologian and philosopher, seeks to provide a novel method and a scientific-
religious interpretation of the relationship between the evolution of species and theism within the
framework of Islamic thought and exegesis. He articulates this process as follows:

Mutahhari asserts that the presumed conflict between theism and evolution is “illusory” and should not be
regarded as scientific or philosophical. He identifies non-logical and non-scientific factors, such as the
inadequacy of Western philosophical concepts and flawed interpretations of Christian texts, as key
contributors to this misconception. He deems the unwarranted generalization of this conflict to the broader
domains of science and religion as unjust and unethical.

Mutahhari argues that the perception of conflict between evolution and theism stems primarily from the
conflation of logical-philosophical factors with non-logical, social, historical, and political ones. He
contends that some have, whether deliberately, hastily, or ignorantly, misattributed this presumed conflict
to logical and philosophical factors, leading to misunderstandings and distortions of the issue. This has
misdirected the trajectory of both science and religion, with some leveraging this misconception to justify
erroneous materialist and philosophical Darwinist theories.

Mutahhari posits that the relationship between theism and evolution should be understood as interactive
and mutually affirmative. He argues that the revelatory data and the significant principles of the
philosophical and theological systems within the Eastern religious and philosophical tradition, particularly
the intellectual contributions of Islamic civilization, possess the capacity to facilitate the interaction
between science and religion in general, and evolution and theism in particular. Furthermore, he contends
that the principles of evolution inherently require supernatural and revelatory factors, which he substantiates
through his theory of “the interaction of theism with evolution.”

To better elucidate the compatibility of evolution with theism, Mutahhari distinguishes logically between
the concepts of efficient causality and final causality. He argues that the order observed in the universe
cannot be attributed to chance or lack of purpose. By rejecting chance, he simultaneously negates the
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absence of both efficient and final causality in explaining the universe. In other words, he attributes the
harmony and order among beings to the necessity of both efficient and final causality, emphasizing that the
absence of either would imply a random universe. He views the order and wisdom in nature as the combined
product of efficient and final causality, asserting that no thinker—whether Islamic or Western—denies the
necessity of efficient causality for explaining and accepting the order of existence.

Conclusion

Mutahhari centers the science-religion discourse on the issue of theism and evolution, elevating their
relationship from an illusory conflict to one of interaction and mutual affirmation.

He identifies the roots of atheistic worldviews in the West as stemming from the inadequacy of Christian
theological and philosophical systems, which foster a perceived conflict between theism and evolution. He
considers the generalization of this conflict to other philosophical systems as unwarranted, noting that the
Islamic philosophical system justifies their interaction.

Based on the accepted philosophical principles of Mutahhari, a conflict between the theory of evolution
and the existence of God is untenable. Natural causes are not rivals to supernatural causes but operate in
alignment with them. The discovery of natural truths through natural sciences serves as a valuable guide to
understanding the final purpose, without negating it. In Islamic thought, the discovery of material and
natural causes is regarded as incomplete causality and does not replace the final purpose. Moreover,
affirming the efficient causality (limmi fa‘ilT) within an Islamic worldview does not negate the final
causality (limmi gha’1).
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