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Noble ’an touched the core of her heart before they even
reached her ears. From the very first moments of her blessed birth,
she (peace be upon her) was the focus of the care and profound
love of the Great Messenger, Muhammad (peace be upon him and
his ({Jirqgeny). This had the greatest impact in cementing the verses
of divine revelation in her pure heart, develolljmg her language,
and enhancing her exceptional eloquence and literary capacity to
comprehend the Word of God, and subsequently to cite ‘and
elucidate it whenever she spoke. She uttered nothing but the
’an and spoke only that which she had been nurtured upon—
e speech of revelation and prophethood. Consequently, we find
the modes of Qur’anic expression manifest, indeed dominant, in
her speech, narrations, and sermons. The discourse of divine
revelation appears sometimes through the direct citation of
explicit anic verses and phrases; at other times, it emerges
through the incorporation of Qur’anic text within her own
sentences and expressions; and yet other times, it is manifested in
her phrasing through the adoption of Qur’anic vocabulary,
terminology, and expressions, embedding them within the layers
of her speech. Through these citations, al-Zahra (peace be upon
her) aimed to establish principles for inte_rpreting, clarifying, and
explicating _the ’an. This was achieved by supporting a
specific position, refuting an opposing view, proving an argument,
establishing an Islamic principle, explaining a_legal rationale,
dlsc}i)ellmg a doubt, remoymg an amblgl;%y, c arlfymg a meaning,
and other objectives required by the spﬁgl 1c context for which she
spoke or delivered her sermon. s research attempts to
document all of this, in addition to explaining the reasons for this
dense employment of Qur’anic material in the speech of al-Zahra
(peace be upon her), and to identify its types and causes, followin;
an inductive, descriptive-analytical methodology. The researc!
has proven the fact that, based on what has reached us of her
sermons and speech from the eleventh year after the noble
Prophetic mission, Fatima al-Zahra (peace be upon her) was the
first to establish the principles for citing the verses of the Noble
“an and for its interprefation and clarification, after her father,
the Messenger of God (peace be upon him and his progeny).
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Introduction

This academic study investigates the pioneering role of Lady Fatima al-
Zahra (peace be upon her), the daughter of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), in
establishing the foundational principles (Qawa'id) of Qur'anic exegesis
(Tafsir). Born and raised in the "House of Revelation," her discourse was
profoundly shaped by the Qur'an, making her speech an embodiment of its
language, concepts, and content. The research posits that her famous sermon,
delivered in the Mosque of Medina in the 11th year after Hijra to reclaim her
usurped inheritance of Fadak, represents the earliest recorded and most
significant post-prophetic text saturated with Qur'anic citations. Beyond its
historical and theological significance, the sermon is analyzed as a
sophisticated hermeneutical exercise. Lady Zahra employs Qur'anic verses not
merely for ornamentation but to interpret the scripture itself, thereby
supporting her, refuting opposing views, proving arguments, establishing
Islamic principles, explaining legislation, dispelling doubts, and clarifying
meanings. The study argues that she was the first after the Prophet to lay down
the rules for citing and interpreting the Qur'an.

Methods
This research adopts an -inductive, descriptive, and analytical

methodology-. The primary source of analysis is the complete text of the

Fadak Sermon. The research process involved:
1. -Inductive Data Collection:- Meticulously identifying and cataloging

every instance of Qur'anic usage within the sermon, ranging from complete
verses to partial phrases, terms, and expressions.

2. -Descriptive Categorization:- Classifying these instances into distinct
typologies. The study establishes two primary categories:

-Direct Citation (al-Istishhad):- The explicit quoting of Qur'anic material,
further subdivided into:

-Citation of a complete verse.

- Citation of a complete verse with minor alteration.

- Citation of a part of a verse.

-Embedded Quotation (al-Iqtibas): The seamless integration of Qur'anic

language into her own discourse. This is subdivided into:
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- Quotation of Qur'anic sentences with slight grammatical or
morphological changes (e.g., changing verb tenses or pronouns).

-Quotation of distinctive Qur'anic expressions, either verbatim or
modified.

-Quotation of key Qur'anic terms and compound phrases.

3. Analytical Interpretation: Analyzing the rhetorical, theological, and
hermeneutical objectives behind each Qur'anic usage. This involves
examining how these citations serve to interpret the Qur'an by explaining the
reasons for legislation (‘Ilal al-Shara'i'), supporting a, dismantling false
arguments, and employing intra-Qur'anic interpretation (Tafsir al-Qur'an bi al-
Qur'an).

Findings

The research yields several significant results:

1. Quantitative Dominance: Qur'anic words constitute 39.62% of the total
word count of the sermon (611 out of 1542 words), demonstrating an
unparalleled saturation of divine speech within her discourse.

2. Typological Diversity: The study identified 74 distinct instances of
Qur'anic usage, distributed as follows: 11 complete verses, 4 verses with minor
changes, 21 partial verses, 17 instances of sentence quotation, 8 expressions,
and 28 terminological quotations.

3. Hermeneutical Principles: Lady Zahra's sermon establishes several core
principles of Tafsir:

Explaining the Rationale for Laws (Ta'lil al-Shara'i'): She provides the
divine wisdom behind Islamic ordinances (e.g., prayer purifies from
arrogance, zakat increases sustenance).

Intra-Qur'anic Interpretation (Tafsir al-Qur'an bi al-Qur'an) She
interprets one verse by juxtaposing it with another, often merging parts of
different verses to construct a powerful argument.

Utilizing Qur'anic Narratives: She employs stories of previous prophets
and nations (e.g., Solomon, David, Zachariah, Mary, Joseph's brothers) to
draw analogies and dismantle the arguments of her opponents.

Reinforcing Islamic Creed: She uses verses to affirm core beliefs, most
notably Tawhid (Monotheism) and Wilayah (Guardianship/Authority).

Supporting Position and Refuting Falsehood: The entire sermon is a
masterclass in using scripture to prove a legal claim (her right to inheritance)
and refute a spurious narrative.
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4. Source Analysis: Verses from 42 different chapters (Surahs) are cited.
29 are Meccan and 13 are Medinan, indicating a deep familiarity with the
entire Qur'anic revelation. The most frequently cited chapters are At-Tawbah,
Al Imran, and Al-Ma'idah.

5. Stylistic Mastery: Her techniques for integrating Qur'anic material are
highly advanced, including changing pronouns to directly address her
audience, altering verb forms to fit the historical context, and adding
explanatory phrases to Qur'anic quotations for greater emphasis.

Conclusions

The study conclusively demonstrates that Lady Fatima al-Zahra (peace be
upon her), through her Fadak Sermon, was a foundational figure in the science
of Qur'anic exegesis. Her discourse is not only a historical or theological
milestone but also a sophisticated hermeneutical text that pre-dates the formal
development of Tafsir as a discipline. She established critical interpretive
methods that would be formalized by later scholars. The sermon stands as a
powerful testament to her unique status as one raised in the epicenter of
revelation, whose very language was shaped by the Qur'an. This research
repositions her as a seminal intellectual and theological authority in early
Islam, whose contributions to Qur'anic sciences have been historically
overlooked. The Fadak Sermon, therefore, should be considered an essential
primary text for understanding the early evolution of Qur'anic interpretation
and the application of its teachings in the post-prophetic era.
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