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(al-

Narrative-based exegesis (al-tafsir al-riwayi) is one of the oldest
forms of Qur'anic interpretation and witnessed significant
development in the 11th century AH, coinciding with the spread
of Akhll))aﬁ thought. Tafsir al-Burhan by al-‘Allamah al-Sayyid
Hashim al-Bahrani and Tafsir Nur al-Thaqalayn by Shaykh
‘Abd ‘Ali al-Huwayzi are among the most important Imami
narrative exegeses. Both were composed in the first half of the
11th century AH and cover all chapters of the Qur'an, presenting
narrations transmitted from the Imams (peace be upon them)
without the authors' personal opinions or commentary. Their
primary motivation was to highlight the elevated status of the
Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) in understanding the verses.

Although both are considered pure transmitted sources and were
compiled around the same time, they differ in content, writing
style, and exegetical methodology, leading to divergent
outcomes. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this study
conducts a comparative analysis of their exegetical
methodologies to answer the question: What factors led to the
differences in the outputs of these two exegeses? Content

analysis reveals that the most significant similarities lie in
content and style. Both works similarly emphasize narrations
concerning the status of the Ahl al-Bayt C(Ipeace be upon them)
and present defensive arguments on Shi'i doctrines. On the other
hand, traditions apparent in [discussions of] textual alteration
(tahrif) and variant readings (qira’at), in addition to Akhbari
tendencies, are among the most prominent factors contributing
to this stylistic and content-based similarity. As for differences,

these are attributed to cognitive factors such as religious beliefs,
personal opinions, and the role of reason in interpreting the
Qur'an, as well as non-cognitive factors including
meticulousness in transmitting narrations in full or abridged
form, scrutiny of chains of transmission (asanid), caution
regarding Israelite narratives (isra'iliyyat), careful handling of
conflicting narrations, and the inf%?llence of the exegete's
geographical context.
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Introduction

Narrative-based exegesis (al-tafsir al-riwa 1) is one of the oldest forms of
Quranic interpretation. It witnessed significant flourishing in the 11th century
Hijri, coinciding with the prevalence of Akhbar thought. Two of the most
important Imami Shiite narrative exegeses from this period are Al-Burhan fi
Tafstr al-Qur’an by al-Sayyid Hashim al-Bahrant and Nir al-Thaqalayn by
al-Shaykh “Abd ‘Al al-Huwayzi. Both works, compiled in the first half of the
11th century, cover all chapters of the Quran and primarily present narrations
transmitted from the Imams (a.s) with minimal personal commentary. Their
main motive was to highlight the elevated status of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s) in
understanding the verses. Despite being pure narrative sources from the same
era, they differ in content, writing style, and exegetical methodology, leading
to divergent outcomes. This study, employing a descriptive-analytical method,
aims to conduct a comparative analysis of their exegetical methodologies to
answer the central question: What factors led to the differences in the output
of these two exegeses?

Methodology

This research utilizes a descriptive-analytical approach. It involves a
detailed content analysis of both Al-Burhan and Niir al-Thaqalayn, comparing
their structure, sources, use of narrations, and the underlying principles
guiding their authors' selection and presentation of material. The study
examines the prefaces, the organization of exegetical material under each
verse, the treatment of chains of transmission (asanid), and the authors'
occasional personal comments to identify similarities and divergences in their
methods.

Findings

The analysis reveals significant similarities and differences between the
two works:

A. Similarities:

1. Content: Both exegeses share common strengths and weaknesses rooted
in their shared Akhbart orientation.

Strengths: A strong emphasis on narrations that elucidate the status and
virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s) and a focus on defending Shiite doctrines and
rebutting opponents through narrations.

Weaknesses: The inclusion of weak (da‘if) and fabricated (mawdii‘)
narrations, Isra’iliyyat (narrations of Judeo-Christian origin), and narrations
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that imply textual distortion (tahrif) of the Quran or contain elements of
exaggeration (ghuluw). Both also feature narrations on variant readings
(qgira’at), some of which affect the meaning of the verses.

2. Methodology: The core methodological similarity is their adherence to
a pure narrative (riwa’1 mahd) approach, heavily influenced by Akhbart
thought, which limits the role of intellectual reasoning (‘aql) in exegesis. Both
authors primarily act as compilers, presenting narrations with minimal
personal intervention or analysis.

B. Differences:

The differences stem from two sets of factors:

1. Cognitive Factors: These relate to the authors' intellectual frameworks.

Religious Beliefs: Al-Bahrani (Al-Burhan) demonstrated a stricter
adherence to narrations solely from the Imams (a.s), rarely citing non-Imami
sources. Al-Huwayz1 (Nir al-Thagalayn) occasionally cited Sunni sources like
al-TabrisT's Majma“ al-Bayan. Al-Bahrani also showed a greater quantitative
and qualitative focus on narrations concerning the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt.

Role of Reason: While both were influenced by Akhbart skepticism toward
reason, Nir al-Thaqalayn was more prominent in featuring narrations that
explicitly condemn the use of intellect (‘aql) in understanding religious texts.

Prior Knowledge: Al-Bahrant's background in linguistics led him to
include significantly more narrations explaining the lexical and linguistic
aspects of Quranic words compared to al-Huwayzi.

2. Non-Cognitive Factors: These pertain to external circumstances and
personal traits.

Scholarly Foundations & Personal Caution: Al-Bahrani exhibited greater
scholarly rigor. He consistently cited complete chains of transmission, avoided
truncating narrations, was more cautious in transmitting Isra’1liyyat, and often
presented conflicting narrations together to provide context or clarification.
His work is also better organized, clearly linking narrations to specific verses.
Conversely, al-Huwayzi often omitted chains (asanid), truncated narrations to
save space, and showed less caution in handling problematic reports, leading
to a less structured and sometimes ambiguous text.

Geographical Location: The authors' environments profoundly impacted
their content selection.

Al-Bahrani (Bahrain): Residing in a region of sectarian tension, his
exegesis strongly emphasizes defensive apologetics, uses Sunni sources to
support Shiite claims, and includes narrations relevant to the local economy
(e.g., rules on khums from pearl diving). His interest in the Mahdi (a.j) is also
reflected.
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Al-Huwayz1 (Shiraz): Writing in a center of intellectual debate between
Usilt and Akhbart scholars, his selections often emphasize the inability of
human intellect to grasp Quranic truths, reinforcing the Akhbart stance that
only the Ahl al-Bayt (a.s) are its true interpreters.

Conclusions

This study concludes that Al-Burhan and Niir al-Thaqalayn, while both
being premier examples of pure narrative exegesis from the same Akhbari-
influenced era, produce significantly different outcomes due to a complex
interplay of factors. Their similarities in content and weaknesses are largely
dictated by their shared methodological commitment to the Akhbart school.
However, the differences in their output are not incidental but are
systematically driven by the authors' distinct cognitive frameworks (beliefs,
views on reason, knowledge) and non-cognitive circumstances (personal
scholarly habits, geographical location, and intended audience).
Consequently, al-Bahrani's Al-Burhan emerges as a more comprehensive,
cautious, and systematically organized compilation, while al-Huwayz1's Niur
al-Thaqgalayn is a more concise collection that more radically reflects the anti-
rationalist tendencies within Akhbarism. This research underscores that even
within a single exegetical tradition, the final product is shaped by a multitude
of factors beyond the mere compilation of narrations.
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