The Female Tabi T Narrators of the Hadith al-Ghadir
from the Perspective of Allamah Amini

Zahra Mehrjooi™

, and Najmeh Salehi®

1. Corresponding Author, PhD Student in History of Shiism, University of Religions and

Denominations, Qom,
zohor maher@yahoo.com

Iran;

Instructor at Hawzah and University. Email:

2. PhD Student in Islamic History, Baqir al-Uloom University (AS), Qom, Iran. Email:

Salehi@hoda.miu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received: 15 March 2025
Received in revised form:

11 April 2025

Accepted: 25 April 2025
Available online: 10 March 2025

Keywords:

Ghadir,

Allamah Al-Amini,
Female Narrators,
Female Successors,
‘A’ishah bint Sa‘d,
‘Umayrah bint Sa‘d.

The event of Ghadir and its related issues constitute one
of the most prominent and dynamic subjects in history,
having faced various challenges across different eras. In
any narration or report, the element that grants it high
value and credibility is the narrator or narrators who
transmitted it, as the judgment regarding the report’s
authenticity, reliability, or weakness depends on this.
The narration of Ghadir is no exception to this
fundamental principle. This massively transmitted
narration, in addition to its narrators from among the
Companions, also boasts an abundance of narrators from
the generation of the Successors (Tabi‘in). This study
examines the identities of the two female Successors
mentioned in the works of Allamah Al-Amini (‘A’ishah
bint Sa‘d and ‘Umayrah bint Sa‘d), the chain of
transmission (isnad) connected to them, and the
classification of the type of narration transmitted from
them. Furthermore, by presenting evidence and
contextual clues, it explains a potential historical error in
biographical evaluation (rijali). The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical methodology, drawing primarily
on historical, biographical (rijali), and hadith sources.
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1. Introduction

The event of Ghadir Khom, where Prophet Muhammad (S) is believed to

have formally designated Imam ‘Al (¢) as his successor, represents a
cornerstone of Islamic history and theology, particularly within Shia Islam.
The hadith reporting this event is considered mutawatir (massively
transmitted), narrated by a vast number of Companions (Sahabah) and their
successors, the Tabi ‘@in. The credibility of any hadith is intrinsically linked to
the reliability of its narrators. Allamah Amin1's monumental 11-volume work,
Al-Ghadir, meticulously catalogs these narrators. Within his list of eighty-four
trusted Tabi ‘T narrators, only two women are mentioned: ‘A’ishah bint Sa‘d
and ‘Umayrah bint Sa‘d.

This study addresses a gap in scholarships. While previous works have
briefly listed female narrators of Ghadir, a dedicated critical analysis of these
two specific women—their identities, their narratives, and their placement
within AminT's framework—has been lacking. This research aims to fill that
void by investigating the biographical details of these two figures, assessing
the authenticity of their attributed narrations, and critically evaluating Amint's
inclusion of ‘Umayrah bint Sa‘d, which the study argues is based on a
probable misidentification.

2. Methods

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, foundational to
historical and Islamic studies research. The process involved:

-Source Identification and Review: The primary source was Allamah
AminT's Al-Ghadir, specifically the sections listing Tabi ‘T narrators. This was
supplemented by a comprehensive review of classical Islamic sources,
including:

-Biographical Dictionaries (‘Ilm al-Rijal): Works such as Ibn Sa‘d's Al-
Tabaqat al-Kubra, Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalant's Al-Isabah, and Al-Dhahabit's
Mizan al-1'tidal were cross-referenced to verify the identities and reliability
of the two narrators.

-Hadith Collections: Sunni sources like Musnad Ahmad and others were
examined to find the narrations attributed to ‘A’ishah bint Sa‘d.
- Historical and Genealogical Texts: Books like Ibn Habib's Al-

Muhabbar and Al-Sam‘ani's Al-Ansabwere consulted to clarify familial
lineages and resolve contradictions in names and identities.
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-Data Analysis: The information gathered was subjected to critical
analysis. This involved:
-Comparing accounts across different sources to identify consistencies
and discrepancies.
- Analyzing the chains of transmission (isanad) provided by Amini for
each narration.
-Applying principles of ‘ilm al-rijal (science of narrators) to evaluate
the credibility of each narrator in the chain.
- Contextualizing the findings within the broader historical narrative of

the Tabi ‘T generation.

3. Findings
The investigation yielded distinct findings for each of the two narrators,

highlighting a significant disparity in their historical attestation and the
validity of their inclusion.

3.1 Findings for ‘A’ishah bint Sa ‘d ibn Abr Waqqas

The research confirms ‘A’ishah bint Sa‘d as a historically verifiable and
reliable narrator.

Identity: She is unambiguously identified across multiple sources as the
daughter of the prominent Companion Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas. Born in 33 AH,
she was a TabiTyyah who met several wives of the Prophet (S). She is

unanimously regarded as" thigah" (trustworthy) by Sunni scholars of rijal.

Narrations: She narrated 21 hadiths, primarily from her father. Crucially,
Amini cites four distinct narrations from her pertaining to the event of Ghadir
Khom, all transmitted through the chain of Mihjar ibn Mismar. These
narrations contain the core elements of the Ghadir sermon: the Prophet's
question ("Am I not closer to you than your own selves?"), the declaration of
‘Alr's wilayah, and the supplication for his allies and against his adversaries.

Significance: Her status as a trusted Sunni narrator who transmitted
traditions affirming Imam ‘Ali's successorship lends significant weight to the
historicity of the event, as it comes from a non-Shia source.
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3.2 Findings for ‘Umayrah bint Sa‘d

The research reveals serious historical and biographical complications
surrounding this figure.

Problem of Identity: The name "‘Umayrah bint Sa‘d" is virtually absent
from classical biographical dictionaries. The individual referenced in
narratives about Ghadir and the event of Raj‘ah (where Imam °Al1 called for

witnesses) is almost universally named "Amrah bint Sa‘d" in early sources like
Ibn Sa‘d's "Tabaqat".

Problem of Status: Ibn Sa‘d identifies two women named ‘Amrah bint
Sa‘d: one the aunt of Sahl ibn Sa‘d, and the other his sister. Critically, both
are explicitly identified as Sahabiyyat (Companions of the Prophet), not
Tabi Tyat. The sister of Sahl ibn Sa‘d was the mother of Rufa‘ah, a fighter at
the Battle of Uhud, firmly placing her in the Companions' generation.

Amint's Acknowledgment and Inconsistency: Allamah Amini himself
notes that later scholars likely committed a tashif (scribal error) in recording
the name as "‘Umayrah" instead of "*Amrah." However, the study finds an
inconsistency in his approach: despite identifying this probable error, he still

lists "“Umayrah bint Sa‘d" in his catalog of "Tabi‘Tnarrators, whereas the

correct figure (‘Amrah) was a Sahabiyyah.

Alternative Hypothesis: The study proposes an alternative possibility: that
‘Amrah bint Sa‘d could refer to a daughter of Sa‘d ibn Ab1 Waqqas (whose
father's name was also Malik), who would be a Tabi‘Tyyah and a sister to
‘A’ishah bint Sa‘d. However, this remains a hypothesis not strongly supported
by the primary sources.

4. Conclusions

This critical examination leads to several key conclusions:

1. Validation of ‘A’ishah bint Sa‘d: The inclusion of ‘A’ishah bint Sa‘d
ibn Abi Waqqas in Allamah Amint's list is entirely valid. She is a well-
documented, trustworthy Tabi ‘T narrator whose transmissions of the Hadith
al-Ghadir, recorded in Sunni sources, are a powerful testament to the event's
authenticity from a cross-sectarian perspective.

2. Invalidation of ‘Umayrah bint Sa‘d: The figure "“Umayrah bint Sa‘d"
appears to be a historiographical phantom resulting from a textual error. The
correct narrator, ‘Amrah bint Sa‘d, was a Companion, not a Tabi 1. Therefore,
her inclusion in Amini's list of Tabi‘T narrators is methodologically
inconsistent, even though he himself identified the source of the error. She
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should either have been listed among the Companions or her entry should have
been more heavily qualified.
3. Methodological Implications: This case demonstrates that even

monumental, meticulously researched works like "Al-Ghadir’ are not immune

to minor errors of classification or transcription. It underscores the necessity
for continual scholarly review, source criticism, and textual verification to
ensure the highest degree of accuracy in Islamic historical scholarship.

4. Future Research Directions: The study suggests that further research is
needed to fully investigate the identities of all female narrators (both
Sahabiyyat and Tabi‘tyat) of the Hadith al-Ghadir within AminT's work.
Additionally, a dedicated study on the methods and contributions of women,
particularly HashimT women, in supporting and transmitting the doctrine of
wilayah as presented in Al-Ghadir represents a fertile ground for future
academic inquiry.

In summary, while Allamah AminT's work remains an unparalleled
achievement, this analysis refines a specific aspect of it, confirming the
robustness of one narrator's record while correcting the classification of
another, thereby contributing to a more precise understanding of the
transmission chains of this pivotal event in Islamic history.
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