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The study of the relationship of the Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him and his progeny) to magic is a matter of
immense importance, as it can address some of the
inaccurate questions or claims raised about his person. In this
context, a narration from Ibn Jurayj appears in major Sunni
sources such as Tafsir al-Tabari, indicating a conspiracy by
the polytheists to bewitch the Messenger of God (peace be
upon him and his progeny). Given the importance of the
topic and the absence of an independent study analyzing this
narration, this research seeks to address the most prominent
issues concerning its chain of transmission (isnad) and its
text (matn). The study employs a descriptive-analytical
methodology to examine the narration's chain and text across
both Sunni and Shi'i sources. The results reveal that Sunni

sources ostensibly present al-Tabari as the pioneer in
transmitting this narration in his exegesis, followed by Ibn
Kathir who included it in his own. However, the authors of
this research found narrations in Shi'i sources regarding the
bewitchment of the Prophet (peace be upon him and his
progeny) that differ from those of Ibn Jurayj and require
independent study. The narration about the Prophet’s
bewitchment was transmitted via two chains from Ibn
Jurayj, both of which suffer from weakness in their chain of
transmission. Furthermore, the text is deemed unacceptable
and unreliable from a textual standpoint.
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1. Introduction

The issue of magic (sihr) and its alleged effect on Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) occupies a sensitive and highly significant position in Islamic
scholarship. Accusations of sorcery were among the primary polemical tools
used by the Prophet’s opponents, as evidenced in the Quran itself (e.g., 38:4).
Consequently, any narration suggesting his susceptibility to such forces
demands rigorous academic scrutiny, as it engages core theological doctrines
concerning Prophetic infallibility (‘ismah) and divine protection.

The narration in question, transmitted via Ibn Jurayj, is found in key Sunni
sources and uniquely posits that the Meccan polytheists' conspiracy,
mentioned in Quran 8:30, included a plot to bewitch the Prophet (pbuh)
alongside plans to kill or exile him. While other narrations, most famously the
story of Labid ibn al-A‘sam in Medina, have been extensively debated, the
Ibn Jurayj report pertaining to Mecca has remained largely unexamined. This
study, therefore, seeks to undertake the first dedicated “sanad-matn” analysis
of this specific narration to determine its historical validity and theological
tenability.

2. Methods

This research adopts the classical and well-established methodology of
sanad-matn analysis, which is the primary tool in Islamic Hadith criticism for
verifying authenticity. The process is bifurcated:

-Sanad (Chain of Transmission) Analysis: A biographical evaluation (‘ilm
al-rijal) of every narrator in the “isnad” is conducted. This involves assessing
their reliability (thigqah), precision (dabt), and moral integrity, as recorded in
classical biographical dictionaries (kutub al-rijal). Special attention is paid to
any recorded defects, such as accusations of lying, weakness in memory, or—
crucially—the practice of ‘tadlis” (obscuring a weak narrator in the chain).

- “Matn” (Textual Content) Analysis: The actual text of the narration is
scrutinized for internal consistency and external coherence. This involves
checking for:

- Contradictions with established Quranic texts.

Contradictions with well-authenticated historical facts (mutawatir).

- Internal logical inconsistencies or anachronisms.

- The potential influence of foreign narratives or Isra’iliyyat (Judeo-
Christian folklore).



145 Sanad and Matn Analysis of Ibn Jurayj's Narration ...| Hadi Zeini Malek Abad et al

The study relies primarily on early Sunni sources where the narration
appears (e.g., al-Tabari, Ibn Kathir) but also consults Shi'i sources for
comparative context and to note the existence of divergent narratives.

3. Findings

The analysis yields critical weaknesses in both the “isnad” and the ‘matn”
of the Ibn Jurayj narration.

3.1 Findings from “Sanad” Analysis

The primary chain of transmission is: Muhammad b. Isma‘1l al-Waswasi
<« ‘Abd al-Majid b. Ab1 Rawwad « Ibn Jurayj < ‘Ata’ «— ‘Ubayd b. ‘Umayr
« al-Muttalib b. Abi Wada ah.

A critical examination reveals multiple points of failure:

al-Muttalib b. Ab1 Wada‘ah: While identified as a Companion, he is
described in sources as "a poet who narrated very few ahadith." This
characterization suggests his primary identity was not that of a reliable
transmitter of Prophetic reports, raising concerns about the accuracy of his
attribution.

‘Ubayd b. ‘Umayr: He is historically recognized as one of the earliest
professional storytellers (qussas) in Mecca, a role often associated with the
embellishment of narratives and the incorporation of unverified, sensational
stories to captivate audiences. This professional background casts a shadow
of doubt on the critical nature of reports transmitted through him.

Ibn Jurayj (‘Abd al-Malik b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz): Although generally
considered reliable (thiqqah) by many early Sunni scholars, he was a notorious
and frequent practitioner of “tadlis”. He often used ambiguous terms like "he
said" (qala) instead of "I heard" (sami‘tu), obscuring his sources. A narration
from such a “mudallis” is deemed weak unless its connection to a verified
source is explicitly confirmed, which it is not in this case.

‘Abd al-Majid b. Ab1 Rawwad: While praised for his piety and worship, he
was explicitly described in biographical sources as "weak" (da‘1f) in Hadith
and was associated with the theologically problematic Murji’ah sect. His
reputation for piety is insufficient to override the technical weakness ascribed
to him as a transmitter.

Conclusion of “Sanad” Analysis: The cumulative effect of these flaws—a
poet-Companion, a storyteller, a known ‘mudallis”, and a weak transmitter—
renders the “isnad” of this narration critically weak (da‘tf jiddan) and
unworthy of acceptance as credible evidence.
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3.2 Findings from “Matn” Analysis

The textual content of the narration is equally problematic, exhibiting three
major defects:

1. Contradiction with the Quranic Text: Quran 8:30 explicitly states the
three conspiracies of the polytheists: "to restrain you, or to kill you, or to expel
you" (li-yuthbitik aw yaqtulik aw yukhrijuk). The Ibn Jurayj narration
replaces "to restrain you" (li-yuthbittk, interpreted as imprisonment or
confinement) with "to bewitch me" (li-yashartini). This constitutes a direct
contradiction of the clear Quranic wording, which is a primary criterion for
rejecting a hadith.

2. Contradiction with Established Historical Facts: The narration places
Abu Talib in the event, which is historically implausible. The consensus of
historians and exegetes is that the consultation mentioned in Quran 8:30 refers
to the meeting at Dar al-Nadwah on the night of the planned migration
(Hijrah). Abu Talib, the Prophet’s protector, had died approximately three
years prior to this event. His presence in the narrative is a clear anachronism
that invalidates its historical claim.

3. Evidence of Textual Corruption (Tashif): A review of various
manuscript traditions of Ibn Kathir’s “Tafsir”reveals variant readings for the
critical word. Instead of "to bewitch me" (yashartin), some manuscripts read
"to imprison me" (yasjintini), which aligns perfectly with the Quranic li-
yuthbitiik, and others read "to ridicule me" (yaskhartini). This indicates a high
probability of scribal error (tashif) in the transmission process. The fact that
scribes "corrected" the text towards a more theologically and historically
plausible reading is a strong implicit criticism of the original, problematic
version.

4. Conclusions

This study demonstrates that the Ibn Jurayj narration regarding the alleged
plot to bewitch the Prophet (pbuh) in Mecca is fundamentally untenable. The
critical weaknesses identified in its chain of transmission, culminating in the
practices of a known “mudallis” (Ibn Jurayj) and a weak narrator, strip it of
any epistemic value. Furthermore, its textual content is irreconcilably at odds
with the definitive text of the Quran and established historical chronology.

The presence of textual variants further confirms that the report was
unstable in the manuscript tradition, likely because later scholars and scribes
recognized its inherent flaws. Therefore, this narration cannot be relied upon
as a valid historical source. It should be considered a weak, and likely
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corrupted, report that reflects neither the actual events of the Prophet's life in
Mecca nor the Quran's account of them. This research underscores the critical
importance of applying rigorous “sanad-matn” analysis to isolate and dismiss
unreliable narrations, particularly on subjects of profound theological
significance, thereby preserving the integrity of the Islamic historical and
doctrinal tradition.
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