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In every nation, cultural heritage forms its identity; Thus, people
without herlte_lﬁe are people without identity, and whoever seeks
to erase the identity of a nation must begin by obscuring its
heritage. This research sheds light on one of the significant
manuscripts within Islamic heritage, dating back to the 8th
century AH. It was authored by a prominent scholar of the Zayd1
school and focuses on the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt %}elace be
uf)on them). Its title is Ishraq al-Isbah fi Manaqib al-Khamsah
al-Ashbah (The Radiance of Dawn on the Virtues of the Five
Luminaries), by al- ‘Allamah Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ali
al-San ‘ani al-Hadrami (d. after 753 AH). The significance of

this study lies in its unveiling of the author’s personality and
biography, which major biographical dictionaries have largely
overlooked, except for a few lines by scholars of his own school
of thought. Furthermore, it aims to bnnﬁ to light one of the
esteemed works within Zaydt heritage that has not yet been
published, remaining in its original manuscript form. This is
achieved By examining the author’s methodology in compiling
this valuable volume. To accomplish the objectives of this

research, we employed the scholarly method of manuscript
verification, which involved %?thering and studying copies,
collating them, and addressm%p allenges encountered along the
way. In addition, we utilized descriptive-analytical “and
interpretive methodologies to obtain the required information,
relying on heritage manuscripts and public libraries. The most
important conclusion of this article is the necessity of a precise,
scholarly verification of this book. This entails qorrectin% the
text, tracing its sources, and comparing its narrations with the
foundational hadith sources extant among both the Imami and
Sunni schools. Beyond the intrinsic scholarly value of such an
endeavor, it may also serve as an important contribution to
strengthemn%)the narratives concerning the virtues of the Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them), reinforcing them both in text and
chain of transmission.
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Introduction

The manuscript represents a critical endeavor to preserve Islamic cultural
and doctrinal identity through the compilation of narrations extolling the Ahl
al-Bayt. Composed in the 8th century AH, it remains in manuscript form,
unpublished and largely unstudied. Al-San ‘ani, a prominent Zaydt jurist and
exegete, aimed to systematically document the virtues of the Five Luminaries,
drawing from both Sunni and Shia sources. This study addresses the need to
authenticate, contextualize, and analyze the manuscript to highlight its
scholarly value and rectify its historical neglect.

Methods

The research utilizes a multi-faceted approach:

1. Biographical Analysis: Investigating al-San ‘ant’s life, teachers, and
intellectual milieu through classical biographical dictionaries (e.g., Mutla ‘al-
Budir by Ibn Abt al-Rijal) and unpublished archival materials.

2. Textual Verification: Examining three manuscript copies (denoted as A,
B, C) to establish textual integrity, authorship, and transmission chains.
Manuscript A, dated 753 AH and bearing the author’s handwriting and
endorsements, serves as the primary source.

3. Source Criticism: Identifying and evaluating the manuscript’s sources,
including Sunni works (e.g., Al-Shifa by Qadi ‘Iyad, Dhakha’ir al- ‘Aqab by
Muhibb al-Din al-TabarT) and Zaydi/Imami texts (e.g., Al- ‘Umda by Ibn
Batriq, Al-Hada’iq al-Wardiyya by Hamid al-Muhall1).

4. Methodological Assessment: Analyzing al-San ‘ani’s approach to hadith
selection, transmission (e.g., reliance on direct audition (sama ‘) and reading
(qgira’ah)), and contextual interpretation.

Findings

1. Authorship and Authenticity: The manuscript is definitively attributed to
al-San ‘ani, with Manuscript A serving as an autograph copy completed in 753
AH. Its provenance is confirmed through endorsements (ijazat) to students
like al-Qasim ibn Muhammad Ab1 Tawila.

2. Structural Uniqueness: The work is divided into five sections
corresponding to each of the Ahl al-Bayt, combining historical biography with
virtue narrations. It is the first Zaydi work exclusively dedicated to the Five
Luminaries, distinct from broader genealogical or biographical compilations.

3. Source Diversity: Al-San ‘ani relied on 30+ sources across Sunni,
Imami, and Zaydi traditions, emphasizing transmitters’ reliability (thigat) and
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ethical integrity (‘adalah). Key sources include Kifayat al-Talib by al-Kanjt
(Sunni) and Anwar al-Yaqin by al-Mansiir bi-Allah al-Qata’irT (Zaydi).

4. Hadith Methodology:

- Transmission Integrity: Al-San ‘ani prioritized narrations with robust
chains (asanid), explicitly noting cases where he lacked direct transmission
(e.g., “la sama ‘aI1”).

- Textual Analysis: He avoided repetition, contextualized obscure terms
linguistically, and cross-referenced narrations across sources to validate
authenticity.

-Doctrinal Alignment: Narrations were selected to align with Zaydi
theological principles, particularly the imamate’s necessity and the Ahl al-
Bayt’s superiority.

5. Weaknesses: The manuscript exhibits structural imbalances (e.g.,
excessive focus on ‘Al1’s virtues vs. Fatimah’s), occasional reliance on limited
sources, and incorporation of non-virtue-related historical details incongruous
with the title.

Conclusions

Ishraq al-Isbah is a pivotal yet overlooked work that bridges Zaydt and
broader Islamic hadith traditions. Al-San ‘ani’s methodology—characterized
by rigorous source criticism, theological coherence, and narrative precision—
offers a model for integrating diverse textual traditions while maintaining
doctrinal fidelity. The manuscript’s preservation of otherwise lost sources
(e.g., excerpts from al-Tabarm’s Khalasat al-Siyar) further underscores its
historical value. This study advocates for the manuscript’s critical edition and
publication to facilitate broader scholarly engagement, emphasizing its
potential to enrich contemporary debates on hadith transmission, virtue
literature, and inter-sectarian dialogue.
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