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Individual Criteria for Human Resource Selection from the Perspective of
the Qur’an with Emphasis on the Thought of Imam Ali (AS)*

Mohammad Amiri*, Masoud Mozaffarov”

Abstract

The appropriate selection of human capital constitutes one of the most critical
aspects of human resource management. Providing a comprehensive explanation
from the Islamic perspective—specifically through the lens of Imam Ali (AS),
regarded as a supreme leader and exemplary administrator of the Islamic
community—is essential for the development of religious epistemology and the
advancement of indigenous Islamic knowledge. This study aims to explore and
systematically explain the individual-level criteria for human resource selection
based on the Qur’anic worldview, with a special focus on the intellectual
framework of the “most learned of the ummah” (A‘lam al-Ummah). The
objective is to apply religious teachings to management science and contribute to
the development of Islamic humanities. Relying on a descriptive-analytical
methodology and framed within a theory-building approach, the article draws
upon revelatory knowledge, the sayings, and the practical conduct of the “Best of
Mankind” (the Prophet), while acknowledging the constraints of the academic
article format. Findings suggest that Qur’anic indicators for selection can be
categorized into three domains: individual, group, and organizational. However,
this paper primarily addresses the individual and group criteria. The results
indicate that the most decisive individual benchmarks involve belief systems,
ethical conduct, acceptance of truth, confidentiality, adherence to rules,
trustworthiness, and commitment.

Keywords: The Holy Qur’an; Imam Ali (AS); Selection Criteria; Recruitment;
Human Capital.
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