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Paul M. Cobb, an American orientalist, has researched the
representation of Prophet Hiid (a) in the Qur’an. Despite the novelty
of his research, it suffers from some problems that invite external
evaluation. Consequently, the purpose of this study is to examine Paul
M. Cobb’s views on the representation of Prophet Hiud (a) in the
Qur’an through a descriptive-analytical method. Results of the critical
analysis of his views on the representation of Prophet Hud (a) in the
Qur’an are as follows. First, Cobb does not have an accurate
understanding of the connection between Prophet Muhammad (s) and
prophets before him, while the relation between the story of Prophet
Hud (a) and Prophet Muhammad (s) in the Qur’an illustrates the
philosophy of history. Second, to narrate the details of Prophet Had’s
(a) story, he has not used Shi‘a books at all. Rather, he has made use
of books by authors such as Kasa’i, Tha‘labi, and Tabarl; some
narrations in these books are among Isra‘iliyyat. Third, Cobb claims
that the story of Prophet Hud (a) is innovated by Prophet Muhammad
(s). However, qur’anic, narrative, historical, and intellectual evidence
confirm the historical truth of this story and negate any modification
by Prophet Muhammad (s) in it. Finally, his belief that Prophet Hud
(a) did not have any manifest evidence to prove his claim contradicts
the view of the Qur’an and reason that stipulates the necessity of the
appointment of Prophets with intellectual evidence and miracles.
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