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This research addresses the fundamental question of whether a
meaningful convergence can be found between the theory of
"cognitive autonomy of ethics from religion” in contemporary
Western moral philosophy (centered on the ideas of Linda Zagzebski)
and the theory of "rational good and evil” in Imami and Mu'tazilite
theology. Additionally, the consequences of this convergence for the
universality of ethics and the possibility of interreligious dialogue are
analyzed. The research method employed in this study is comparative-
analytical with a qualitative-critical approach. Data were collected
through in-depth study of Zagzebski's works in Western moral
philosophy and foundational texts of Imami and Mu'tazilite theology.
Data analysis was conducted at three levels:

1 - Conceptual level (comparing foundational concepts such as
"rational good and evil" and "cognitive autonomy")

2 - Theoretical level (examining the arguments of both sides)

3 - Consequential level (analyzing cross-cultural implications
and the feasibility of interreligious dialogue)

The findings of the research indicate that both perspectives,
despite contextual differences, believe in the independent capacity of
reason to recognize moral values. This core convergence has
important consequences: First, it presents ethics as a common
language among humans and religions; second, it challenges claims
of moral relativism; and third, it enables the establishment of a
"transcultural ethical rationality framework” as a basis for
interreligious studies and comparative philosophy. This research
paves the way for future studies in the fields of comparative ethics,
dialogical theology, and comparative philosophy, demonstrating how
diverse intellectual heritages can be utilized to address common
human challenges.

Cite this article: Darvishi, Behnaz(2025). From Rational Good and Evil to Zagzebski: The
Cognitive Autonomy of Ethics and Its Consequences, Religious studies and efficiency, 5(17),

19-32.

https://nrr.tabrizu.ac.ir/article_20716.html

Publisher: University of Tabriz



https://nrr.tabrizu.ac.ir/article_20716.html

FY-1 o AFeF 1l AV o lo o 098 iy SLRLE1S cgool 415 5 Boy e Y.

WS Ul IMiw! : w3515 U Lie 8 g s 3
ol el g
TS geme T uol3T (sguan sl ol gy0 3k
baharedr7@gmail.com: e . ,055le slKatils oDl oM™ g aiadd wi )l wliis 1570

r.mahdavi@umz.ac.ir: e «y),055k olKiils codwl o35 g ais 09,5 Loils ¥
m.dayyani@Umz.ac.ir: Joe! 055k ofisls oMl oS g dieds 05,5 Lolewl ¥

oS Ao Sl
Pl 8515 s olgion LT a5 33lo o0 (oolod iy Gl oy & G950 o g

)k g ((Se3ST5 ot )T Capsma L) ) polas BT Aol o €0 5l DB (3L i gh i
L}-f.‘ ‘_ngJ.AL:.; (e o8l 6)|0L4A ‘5[‘)@ AJ).._M 9 awlol ‘5315 5 «Lélﬁ.c C“j 5 (P
P95 05 o0 )1 oS 350 (Sbolim (959 (Sl g B (Jeetolex ln (2 Sen
el golizih a8 0,500, b (Moo dadai s, caslllas ol o oo a8 SIS 4y gudos
P sll g 5 (o8 DI bl ) (Sew3ST; T Brme dalllas o5k 5 gy sloosls VL F/ F/Y Yl ,0 G 6
el 48,5 O 90 mhaw aw jo bosls Judod Sloads (5,910 ,5 aljine g aolsl VEFBIYE 1,55k b
f(«‘é_:_‘;L;..: Plazab o C e 7d g u? ale 4_‘..L".4 pplio ds o) ootie s
‘(A_Q)Ja 9o B ol (5”‘)7') Lg)b cJaMt Y
(k) (§55 9 mislSal 5 Kiicres SocYs o) saaly pelans ¥ VE R ANY :Lil &6
Uly @ slane; Glacglss wé ) de wlBas g9 12 aS was o lis Jiagh slaazdl
39 ot Sl (5 97 2, Ren l Sl ol B sla sl calis jo Jae e
pgo 3w oo ok bl g o lsl o S iie ol b 4y |, B FUC JONNES RN =
w9 le? el ISl aSGT g g 1S o il a1y IS 1S s slales] aSST
wald il i g bl Slallas (sl alie lsie 4 |, € S35 B coidlas
5 55558 Sl iglanslin B slacss> ;o ST Dlihod Gl |, s 255 nl 05510 )
Gl Eslie (6,58 Sl 3l g5 e Gz oS W83 o S 5 05l sn lyad chnes ails PO (ST It Jie 3
Obol (555 9caS al jiro cduolel

VECE/ANY iy gl

ojly wls
5 o ] i il

e 0y S phe S i sla e Jo

sl 075 295y (20 o] slaalyy § BB 3 ed il : Sew 356 e 23 5 o 51O FF) jlige g0 10 Lim]
https://nrr.tabrizu.ac.ir/article_20716.html AA-YY (V) 0

s olBidls 1 bl



https://nrr.tabrizu.ac.ir/article_20716.html

4 o Gbaely 3 G x5 bud ISl : St 3575 U e g g oy 3!

G a5 Sl (nl 095 g0 5T (oodlsl oIS g BT Aol o gl (65l 5 Sl gy ol
| cdgiio Livs 456> £,8 b (0 5 Sausl ansls SMie a0 5l s & 90 4 Wilg o 4355
S 5D (S35 hid )T capsmme b o polee BB 8ald) [z jalls 4y (6,88 s 5 Saigd e
Ll Sglie (Sl plaS o (50 (sgm 3l Slie B 5 (pmr 2,85 b iine 5 agalol (DS s 5 e
cailosls @51 sy ol 4y JeSe 0l

oS Cul ooe €| 3l Planed zb b SwiSTy a5 o e a5 ceul ol Lol allis
2 e gd g G &l b (ool plalSie oS bt (oo slaygl 5l Jias (lgioe 1) (U slagts)|
Ol 55 480 Gl o Cel ol (g )3 gy nl S 0o AT 0y 5 o (a0 e SIS Ul
b @bl Ol 50 ailee 598 2ln 53 @8 50 1) ) bl 5 (Fu)l Aol p) e wlas 9o
3,509)) (libighyy 50 pled g (ol XS plyn o (g aindd) (sSldid me Gle jo Dol
5o ol oo, IS e il oyl alie glazes 4 (4 Jie olgll ply o ol Sedoss
WS oo ok [y (ote Slo i 5y o lile 8

95,5 oaliul ool M5 5 028 Abeld oy Ly olowl sl 55k STzl ol 5l s e LT @

faisz Tos gl |y (B 0,5 cond (il Gilgs o atil (I LT @

90551 212 manllysly pae yo (Sbol o 6555 gl |y i Wl oo ]S I LT @

@97l Bhlg 88 S 93 pa golinl S5l (g 5o ool BTN Gl AESTL gy
Sy Sl RS AL (a5 AT S g2 oS & Wlas e olns ez 50 (DI S Sl cng
oo (i g (ol (Lol ggdge b aluly o1y (S8 g (698 diin (mlie j95e. Cunlapied (555085
1) (uiaiws lol 89> a )5 Blgi oo Ty (0 g BB s 0)l)0 iy Dlalllas

Lo 3l @ Pl o)b 0 (0,6 Slallas - )

DB 0o g I B 4 a5 (VAAY) azs 5 (AYP) ,655,05 6T asle Sladss

ot 39 0l (SeiSILs Al 45 € s (0 5 ED 45 (1333) 5eloT wiile 3ol lalllas

sl aST B sl Pl 4 o5 €l (55Kl L 10 (Ve F) (S35 sla g
(VY (58) €6 ol DD 1o cwgb il eas axlos BT asle SewdS Slidss

1. Linda Zagzebski
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1. Moral Cognition
2. Moral Motivation
3. Divine Motivation Theory
4. moral knowledge
5. Divine Command Theory
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