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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective / Problem Statement (Academic Formulation):

The present study aims to conduct a critical discourse analysis of the Qur’anic narrative
of Prophet Adam (AS), employing Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional framework.
As the first lived human experience narrated in the Qur’an, the story of Adam is not
merely a religious or historical account, but a conceptual map that outlines the relational
dynamics between human beings and God, the self, others, and the adversary (Satan).
Owing to its multilayered and complex narrative structure, this story provides a fertile
ground for critical discourse examination. Adopting a descriptive-analytical method, the
study seeks to uncover the underlying linguistic, semantic, emotional, and ideological
structures embedded within this Qur’anic narrative.

Theoretical Framework and Research Methodology

The present study draws upon Norman Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA),
a well-established approach in sociolinguistics that critically examines the hidden layers
of meaning, power, ideology, and dominance within texts. Fairclough’s model analyzes
discourse on three interconnected levels:

Description: This stage involves examining the linguistic elements of the text, including
vocabulary, sentence structure, active and passive verbs, and rhetorical devices such as
metaphor, irony, contrast, and repetition.

Interpretation: At this level, attention is paid to the contextual elements of time, place,
and situation, as well as the emotional aspects and relationships among the actors in the
narrative.

Explanation: This stage analyzes the discourse in relation to broader social, political,
and ideological structures, elucidating how the narrative reflects and reinforces power
dynamics.
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Adopting a descriptive-analytical methodology, the study investigates the story of
Prophet Adam (AS) in the Qur’an to identify and interpret the linguistic, emotional,
temporal, and ideological mechanisms that construct the narrative.

1. Description Level

At the descriptive level, it is evident that God employs a variety of rhetorical tech-
niques—such as synonymy, semantic contrast, repetition, emphasis, irony, and meta-
phor—to narrate the story of Adam (AS) in an artistic and purposeful manner. These
devices are utilized not merely for aesthetic appeal but also to convey profound edu-
cational and epistemological concepts. Repetition of key terms, such as “temptation”
(aghwa) and “prostration” (sujid), highlights the ongoing struggle between good and
evil. Variations in the use of active and passive verbs make the audience aware of the
roles of the actors and the exercise of divine will. The choice of declarative and inter-
rogative sentences, combined with imperative, cautionary, and occasionally descrip-
tive tones, all serve to reinforce the Qur’anic messages.

2. Interpretation Level

At the interpretive level, the temporal and emotional dimensions play pivotal roles.
Time is not presented merely as a chronological sequence but as a container for the
unfolding of events and divine messages. The use of temporal markers such as “idh”
(when), “thumma” (then), and successive quotations demonstrates the sequential flow
of events and pedagogical lessons. The emotional dimension, on the other hand, en-
riches the narrative by evoking feelings such as the angels’ astonishment, Satan’s
anger, and the remorse of Adam and his spouse. These affective elements facilitate
audience empathy with the characters and enhance the impact of the story’s messages.

3. Explanation Level

At the explanatory level, the study focuses on the ideological conflicts embedded
within the narrative. The primary struggle occurs between Satan and Adam (AS), and,
on a higher level, between Satan and God, symbolizing the eternal battle between
right and wrong. Satan, perceiving his mission as leading humans astray, engages in
persistent antagonism toward humanity. In contrast, God provides a comprehensive
plan of guidance encompassing trial, error, repentance, and return to the divine path.
The ideology reflected in the text emphasizes absolute obedience to God, vigilance
against Satanic temptation, and reliance on divine guidance. According to Fairclough,
this discourse exemplifies the interplay of power and resistance; humans, when con-
fronted with Satanic domination, must utilize reason, awareness, and divine guidance
as tools for resistance.
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Van Leeuwen, Theo (2006). Representing Social Actor. Discourse and Practice: New Tools For
Critical Discourse Analysis. Oxford: University Press.
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