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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective

The present study aims to examine the correspondence between lexical forms and mean-
ings, or the alignment of word and semantic content, in Surah Al-Kahf. The research
investigates how the phonetic properties of words relate to their meanings and contribute
to the overall semantic coherence of the surah.

Research Methodology

Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and relying on written sources, this study
explores the phonetics of lexical items in Surah Al-Kahf and examines their semantic
interrelations. The research analyzes how sounds and letters are employed to convey
meaning, both at the level of individual words and across sentences, with attention to
recurring phonetic patterns and their impact on semantic expression.

Findings

The Qur’an is composed of a carefully selected set of words, phrases, and sentences,
wherein the choice of phonetic elements aligns naturally with the content and meanings
they convey. There exists an inherent and logical relationship between form and mean-
ing, which mutually inform each other; this correspondence is a key feature distinguish-
ing the divine speech of the Qur’an from other languages.

In Surah Al-Kahf, this alignment extends beyond individual sounds and words to en-
compass themes and sentences. The study demonstrates that phonetics and their appar-
ent referential meanings are semantically connected to general and specific meanings
throughout the surah. Sounds and words are employed to articulate concepts, with voiced
consonants (jahr) often associated with core themes of prophethood and divine power,
expressed in a strong and emphatic manner. Conversely, voiceless consonants (hams) are
linked to hidden or inward meanings, as exemplified by the title of the surah itself.
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Additionally, the depiction of the inhabitants of Paradise and their blessings is con-
veyed through phonetic imagery that fosters a sense of tranquility and cognitive se-
curity. Elevating sounds (istila’i) signify grandeur and occasionally solemnity, while
lowering sounds (istifali) evoke notions of gentleness, leniency, and compassion.
Overall, the study finds a balanced and mutually reinforcing relationship between
phonetic forms and intended meanings, creating a cohesive linguistic-semantic sys-
tem that is uniquely characteristic of the Qur’anic discourse.

Conclusion

The role of phonetics in invoking specific conceptual meanings is one of the Qur’an’s
aesthetic dimensions, situated within the broader context of its literary and rhetori-
cal miracles. While this phenomenon is observable throughout the Qur’an, Surah Al-
Kahf, with its rich phonetic and narrative structure, offers a particularly instructive
case $tudy. The descriptive-analytical analysis reveals that phonetic forms, including
voiced and voiceless consonants, emphatic and lenient sounds, as well as specialized
articulatory features such as safir, tafashshi, and ghunnah, correspond to the seman-
tic content of verses. Short and long sounds, repetition, and the phonetic alignment
of words and sentences reinforce meanings associated with emotions such as anger,
pride, leniency, and others. Overall, the study confirms a significant semantic corre-
spondence between phonetic structures and meanings in Surah Al-Kahf, highlighting
the sophisticated interplay of sound and meaning in the divine text.
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