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Abstract

Imam al-Sajjad (‘a), during one of the most critical periods in Islamic
history—the post-Karbala era under the despotic rule of the Umayyad
regime—took significant steps to preserve and expand the school of
Shi‘ism through the strategic use of taqiyya (dissimulation). With a
profound understanding of the prevailing political and social
pressures, he employed tagiyya not merely as a means of personal
protection but as a calculated method to safeguard Shi‘a teachings,
preserve the knowledge of the Ahl al-Bayt ('a), and lay the cultural
and intellectual foundations for future generations. This study, based
on a descriptive-analytical approach and library research method,
examines the role of tagiyya in Imam al-Sajjad’s (‘a) struggle and
illustrates how he utilized this approach to counter political and
ideological oppression while promoting religious teachings, training
disciples, and compiling elevated Islamic knowledge. In the final
section, the paper addresses a common Sunni objection regarding the
apparent contradiction and duality in tagiyya-related traditions,

—Corresponding Author: F.Taherizade1390@gmail.com

How to Cite: Taherizadeh, F., Moeini Far, M. (2025). Taqiyyah in the Practical Life
of Imam Al-Sajjad (‘a): A Comparative Analysis of Key Hadiths and a Critical
Examination of the Alleged Liar's Paradox in Tagiyya. Biannual Journal of
Research in Shi’a Comparative Theology. 6 (10). 199-244. DOl:
10.22054/jcst.2025.85615.1230

Original Research

Received: 09/05/2025 Accepted: 22/07/2025

ISSN: 2717-1108

eISSN: 2717-1116


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1952-4387
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-3614-1910

Spring & Summer 2025 | No.10 | Vol. 6 | Shi’a Comparative Theology | 200

providing a documented and analytical response. Ultimately, this
research seeks to demonstrate that tagiyya, in the context of Imam al-
Sajjad’s (‘a) life, functioned not only as a defensive tactic but also as
part of an active, deliberate cultural and religious strategy.

1. Introduction

Imam Al1 ibn al-Husayn (‘a) played a crucial role in preserving and
reinforcing the foundations of Shiism during one of the most
tumultuous and repressive periods in Islamic history. In the aftermath
of the tragic events of Karbala and amidst the brutal oppression and
extensive surveillance enforced by the Umayyad regime, Imam Al-
Sajjad (‘a) implemented a series of deliberate and strategic measures
to protect the ideological, religious, and cultural heritage of the Shia
community. Central to his approach was the practice of Tagiyyah—a
form of precautionary dissimulation employed under duress—which
not only ensured his personal safety and that of his followers, but also
facilitated the discreet transmission and consolidation of Shia
teachings in highly restrictive circumstances.

This article aims to explore in depth the ways in which Imam Al-
Sajjad(‘a) utilized Tagiyyah as a core strategy to ensure the survival,
resilience, and subtle expansion of the Shia school during an era
marked by political tyranny and religious distortion. By examining the
historical, theological, and sociopolitical dimensions of the Imam’s
actions, this study illuminates how Tagiyyah functioned not merely as
a defensive tactic, but as a proactive and purposeful method for
cultural and doctrinal preservation.

Drawing on both Shiite and Sunni textual sources, the research
employs a descriptive-analytical methodology within a library-based
framework to critically assess the multifaceted applications of
Tagiyyah in the life and legacy of Imam Sajjad (‘a). The study
illustrates how this principle enabled him to engage in religious
education, develop spiritual literature, and train a discreet yet
influential group of students and narrators, all while avoiding direct
confrontation with the ruling authorities.

Furthermore, the article addresses one of the key polemical
concerns frequently raised by Sunni scholars regarding the perceived
duplicity in the practice of Tagiyyah. By contextualizing these
critiques within both theological discourse and historical necessity, the
paper clarifies that Tagiyyah, as employed by Imam Al-Sajjad (‘a),
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was neither hypocritical nor deceptive but rather a rational and
principled response to the existential threats faced by the Shia
community.

Ultimately, this study emphasizes that the practice of Tagiyyah
during the Imamate of Imam Al-Sajjad (‘a) was a sophisticated and
multidimensional instrument of resistance. It not only protected lives
and religious identity but also facilitated the long-term endurance and
intellectual development of Shiism during one of its most vulnerable
phases. By reevaluating this strategy through a fresh academic lens,
the article contributes to a deeper understanding of the Imam’s
campaign and the broader role of Tagiyyah in shaping Islamic history.

Research Question(s)

1. What is Tagiyyah, and what strategy did Imam Al-Sajjad (‘a)
employ in its implementation?

2. What are the narrations from the Imams throughout history
concerning the practice or non-practice of Taqiyyah?

3. What accounts for the discrepancies in the narrations regarding
Tagiyyah?

2. Literature Review

Various studies have explored the life of Imam Al-Sajjad (‘a) and
examined his religious, social, and educational dimensions. However,
a comprehensive and coherent analysis of the use of Tagiyyah as a
combat strategy in the context of the political and social conditions of
his time has not yet been undertaken. This study aims to investigate,
based on reliable historical and narrative sources, one of the most
significant combat methods employed by Imam Al-Sajjad (‘a) through
Tagiyyah. It will demonstrate how he effectively preserved the Shiite
school from numerous threats and fortified its scientific and cultural
foundations during critical circumstances by leveraging this strategic
tool. Additionally, this study addresses a prevalent concern among
Sunnis regarding the perceived duality in the hadiths of Tagiyyah, an
issue that has not been rigorously examined to date.

3. Methodology
This research employs a library methodology and a descriptive-
analytical approach to examine Shia and Sunni traditions.
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4. Results

In the challenging political and social climate during the Umayyad
rule, Imam Al-Sajjad (‘a) played a crucial role in preserving and
expanding the Shiite school of thought. He employed the doctrine of
Tagiyyah and utilized indirect methods such as prayer, mourning,
freeing slaves, and educating students. Through these efforts, he not
only safeguarded Shiism from potential destruction but also, by
nurturing a new generation of scholars and loyal followers, laid the
foundation for a significant scientific and cultural movement that
flourished during the reigns of the subsequent Imams (‘a). Overall,
Imam Al-Sajjad (‘a) strategy during the era of Tagiyyah stands out as
one of the most effective and astute approaches for preserving the
Shiite school against oppressive regimes. This strategy remains a
valuable lesson for navigating difficult circumstances and
safeguarding religious principles today. The narrations attributed to
Imam Al-Sajjad (‘a) address both the permissibility and non-
permissibility of Tagiyyah. The presence of these seemingly
conflicting narrations has raised doubts among some religious
groups. It is essential to note that, in the view of the Imam of Imams
(‘a), Tagiyyah is a conditional and limited practice; these narrations
do not indicate a contradiction but rather highlight its various
contexts. Consequently, Tagiyyah is obligatory in certain situations
and may be abandoned in others. A proper understanding of these
parameters is key to resolving any ambiguities.

Keywords: Imam Al-Sajjad (‘a), Practical Conduct, Taqiyyah,
Conflicting Narrations, Challenges of Sunnis.
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